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Economic and political changes are mostly influenced by
external and internal factors. Roads and transit routes were
important factors during human life, which caused economic
and political incidents and even severe conflicts. Therefore,
in this research, the economic and political effects of land
roads in the Safavid period are explained and analyzed. This
research is placed in the ranks of historical research, which is
done in a descriptive-analytical way, relying on library
studies. The findings of the research showed that land routes
had a great impact on the economic and political issues of
the Safavid period, and it can be concluded that in the
Safavid period, the establishment of political relations with
the western world was derived from the creation of a new
trade route and caused economic prosperity between Iran and
the western world.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Roads have been important throughout the
history of humankind, and they have caused
important changes and events. Transit and
trade routes were always the attention of
kings and rulers, and this issue showed
itself well in the Safavid period and caused
many enmities and alliances between the
Safavids and other empires. The arrival of
European merchants and companies as well
as Armenian and Indian merchants in this
era caused the birth of half-and-half of
commerce in its new meaning. Some of
these merchants were ordinary people who
went to India for business. Some of them
gradually became familiar with the trading
methods, facilities, and possibilities of
companies, European merchants, or
Armenian and Indian merchants, and even a
small number of them went to Europe for
business. This last group and even one or
two of the Safavid kings, led by Shah
Abbas I, felt the need for new business
facilities and facilities. In the Safavid era,
roads had a two-way relationship with
economic and political conditions. In some
cases, there were roads and routes that
created economic and political conditions,
and in some cases, economic and political
factors caused the change of trade routes
and routes. Iran experienced the Safavid era
with a new wave of relations with its
neighbors and European countries, which
were unprecedented in history. In this
period, transit routes have played an
important role in creating political and
economic relations. This caused severe
conflicts, such as the conflict between the
Safavids and the Portuguese with the
cooperation and support of the British.
Therefore, considering the role of roads and
transit routes in this research, we will try to
answer the following questions:

1) What were the economic effects of the
Safavid era land routes?

2) What were the consequences of the
existence of land roads in the political
events of the Safavid era?

Methodology

The paper is fundamental in terms of its
purpose, descriptive in terms of inference

method, and qualitative in terms of the
nature of the data. The method of data
collection in this research is library and
documentary; by referring to published
first-hand works, the political and economic
role of roads during the Safavid era has
been explained and analyzed.

Results and discussion

By studying the history of nations and
empires, it can be seen that at times
political and economic factors were formed
due to the existence of commercial or
military communication routes and forced
nations to use weapons or peace to acquire
and access these routes. The Safavid era
was one of these eras. In this period, roads
were one of the important issues affecting
policy making. Especially because of the
enmity between the Iranians and the
Ottomans. According to the findings of the
research, it can be concluded that the
formation of political relations at that time
was one of the effects of communication
ways and the ways played an important role
in creating conflicts and political relations
of that period. On the other hand, the access
and cutting of some communication ways
had an impact on the economy and
economic prosperity of that period.
Conclusion

In this article, it can be concluded that in
the Safavid period, the construction of new
land roads, the repair of old roads, the
creation of a series of bridges over rivers in
important places, the paving of some roads,
The deployment of road workers on the
roads and the strengthening of the road
system led to the commercial and economic
growth of the country. Also, the security of
roads and land routes, the increase in the
network of caravanserais at different
distances from the main commercial routes,
rabats, and reservoirs in some of the periods
of the Safavid era, especially during the
time of Shah Abbas | Safavid, led to the
growth and development of domestic and
foreign trade and commerce. Became In
this era, silk was a very important and
strategic commodity and played a vital role
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in foreign trade. During this period, silk
was one of the export items to European
countries, which was carried out through
land routes, it was very profitable for the
Safavid government in the harvest, and in
general, foreign wars and the changes that
occurred in the Safavid borders played an
important role in changing the routes. In
addition, left trade and commercial land
routes. These wars had consequences that,
in addition to commercial insecurity, made
the Safavid government seek to build new
transportation routes for its commercial
activities.
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