Geography(Regional Planning)

Summer 2023. Vol 13. Issue 51

2783-21121SSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online):
Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Iranian Association

of Geopolitical

Research Paper

The Position of Geopolitics in the Direction of the Foreign Policy of J.A. with an
Emphasis on Interactive Neighborhood Policy

Lamiah Engashteh’, Shahram Fattahi?. Hamid Reza Saeedi?
1. PhD student, Department of Political Science, Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Kermanshah, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Kermanshah, Iran.

ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Geopolitics is one of the factors affecting the foreign policy of countries. The
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran has also been affected by
PP: 40-59 geopolitical factors. The main goal of this article is to investigate the position
of geopolitics in directing the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The main question has been raised as to what effect geopolitics has had on the
direction of Iran's foreign policy after the Islamic Revolution. It has been
hypothesized that geopolitics, by explaining or measuring the impact of each of
the factors affecting the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, will help
the diplomatic apparatus in designing and implementing a realistic foreign
policy and make it easier to achieve national interests and national security.
The results of the article show that the practical and theoretical view over the
past years in lIran's foreign policy, the lack of attention to the strategy of
looking to the East and unilaterally looking to the West, has caused neglect of
other centers and sources of global power and wealth, especially near the
borders. but in recent years, the strategy of looking to the east has turned into a
regionalist strategy by the Islamic Republic of Iran in the geopolitical and
geographical perspective, because Iran is one of the countries that has a
Keywords: Geopolitics; | geostrategic advantage in terms of its geographical and political location. ,
foreign policy; diplomacy; | geoeconomics and geopolitics are beneficial. Based on this, the strategy of
geoeconomy; national looking to the east, which has scientific.

interests .
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Geopolitical factors constitute one of the
most significant influences on the foreign
policies of nations. Governments consider
these factors to varying degrees when
making political decisions and formulating
the foreign policies of their countries. The
impact of geopolitical factors can be either
positive or negative, contingent upon
perceptions, inclinations, temporal
conditions, and how they are leveraged by
policymakers and executives. To harness the
full potential of geopolitical factors and
enhance the effectiveness of foreign policy,
the initial step involves a comprehensive
understanding of these factors. Thus, the
primary objective of this article is to examine
the role of geopolitics in shaping the foreign
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. By
reviewing previous works and theories,
effective geopolitical factors in foreign
policy have been identified and introduced.
Surveys indicate the existence of diverse
perspectives and theories concerning the
influential  factors in foreign policy.
Additionally, it is crucial to recognize that
geopolitical factors provide a foundation for
applied studies within the realm of foreign
policy. These studies, by elucidating or
gauging the impact of each aforementioned
factor on foreign policy, aid the diplomatic
apparatus in formulating and executing
pragmatic ~ foreign  policies,  thereby
advancing national interests and security and
facilitating the national agenda.

Methodology

The research is conducted with the objective
This research employs a descriptive and
qualitative research method. It involves
reviewing research sources and accessing
relevant  scientific articles to gather
comprehensive  quantitative  information
about Iran's geopolitics and foreign policy.
Ultimately, the obtained results are
interpreted comprehensively and integratedly
by comparing and analyzing Iran's activist
neighborhood policies with geopolitical
factors influencing its foreign policy
direction.

Results and Discussion

The geopolitical significance of Iran stems
from its distinctive geographical position,
providing access to the open sea through the
Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman, thus
serving as a crucial passageway. The
northern regions of Iran are also categorized
as part of the heartland, with the Iranian
plateau playing a pivotal role in the
peripheral dynamics of the heartland. Foreign
policy objectives delineate the desired
outcomes, while the tools of foreign policy
determine the feasible means. In essence,
objectives denote the aspirations of decision-
makers, whereas tools are instrumental in
identifying the unattainable. Throughout this
process, the system exerts substantial
influence on goal-setting and tool
accessibility. Acknowledging this, one can
infer that alterations in the system, be they
internal, regional, or international, prompt
commensurate  modifications in foreign
policy  objectives and tools. The
responsibility of foreign policy makers, in
elucidating systemic (or environmental)
shifts, lies in specifying the extent and nature
of requisite adjustments in objectives and
tools over distinct time intervals. In essence,
it underscores the dynamic nature of foreign
policy, signifying that a nation cannot
maintain an assumed fixed and unchanging
foreign policy. Owing to systemic shifts,
countries are compelled to introduce
alterations in their foreign policy objectives
and tools, whether voluntarily or
involuntarily. In the regional context, the
Islamic Revolution encountered relative
isolation due to ideological conflicts with
certain regional governments and leaders, as
well as misalignments with the ideologies
and interests of global powers. The ascent of
Imam Khomeini to power in Iran brought
about fundamental transformations in the
political landscape of the Persian Gulf. Two
primary factors underlie this pivotal
development. Firstly, the Islamic regime, by
challenging the prevailing order, succeeded
in subverting the sharia legitimacy of
traditional rulers and overcoming the sharia
legitimacy of the Iragi Ba'athist regime.
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Conclusion

According to the findings of this study, the
impact of geographical and climatic factors
on political behavior is a longstanding issue
with  significant  historical  influence.
Geopolitical ~ theory asserts that the
geographical location of each country plays a
pivotal role in its national power and the
orientation of its foreign policy. Following
the Soviet Union's dissolution and the
conclusion of the Cold War, the significance
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