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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

China, as an emerging power that has been recognized by the world since the
PP: 157-174 beginning of the 21st century, has actually stepped on the path of economic
development since the end of the 70s with fundamental reforms. This country,
which was initially the place of investment for western companies, has now
taken the initiative of investing in other regions of the world and is
implementing large projects that focus on two issues, energy and
transportation. are.China is currently seeking to expand its presence in other
regions of the world with a large economy and as the largest factory producing
goods and with a population of more than 1.3 billion people. In the meantime,
the Middle East region, with its many advantages, such as energy and special
geographical location, etc., is one of the areas of interest to China. In this
regard, the author tries to find the answer to the following basic question with
an analytical-descriptive method in the present article titled "Geopolitical
analysis of the process of China's presence in the Middle East region in
economic and political dimensions":How is China's presence in the Middle
Keywords: Geopolitics, East from a geopolitical point of view? In this article, the conclusion has been
Geoeconomy, China, reached that the geopolitical relations between China and the Middle East are
Middle East Persian Gulf. mostly based on geo-economics, and in this regard, China has tried to avoid

' entering into security-political conflicts in this region as much as possible. The
data of this research has been collected in a library-document way.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence of China as a dominant force
in global geo-economics and geopolitics is
arguably the most significant phenomenon of
the 21st century. China's vast industrial
production, rapid land development,
infrastructure construction, and involvement
in mega-projects have positioned it as the
foremost trading partner for over 130
countries. Through active participation in
organizations like the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization and BRICS, China ensures a
significant portion of its economic and
national security. While some Central and
Western ~ Asian  countries may have
inclinations towards the West, they engage
extensively in trade with China, indicating
deeper economic, military, and political ties
in the future. Currently, China's focus is on
the Middle East, particularly the Persian
Gulf, through the Belt and Road Initiative.
Simultaneously, China invests in
infrastructure, energy, agriculture, and
industries across three corridors: Northern,
Central, and Southern West Asia. Examples
include cooperation with Central Asian and
Caucasian countries, the Silk Road Initiative,
a 25-year agreement with Iran, oil-for-
reconstruction deals with Irag, energy
cooperation and reconstruction in Syria, oil
purchases from the Persian Gulf, labor export
to the Gulf, and investments in various
sectors of regional economies. This article
aims to analyze China's geopolitical presence
in Western Asia or the Middle East in
economic and political dimensions.

Methodology

This entails an analytical approach relying on
the examination of articles, books, reports,
and accessible data. Subsequently, analytical-
descriptive studies are undertaken on
geopolitical events, developments, and
patterns pertaining to China's involvement in
the Middle East. These studies encompass
the analysis of China's role and impact on
regional and international economies and
politics. Ultimately, the descriptive method is
employed to delineate and elucidate the
findings and conclusions derived from the
geopolitical analysis.

Results and Discussion

In examining China's presence in the Middle
East region geopolitically, we initially
consider the geo-economic and economic
aspects. China, a major global economic
power with the second-largest GDP after the
United States, experiences a growing trend in
this index. It stands as the world's top
producer, accounting for 28.7% of global
production in 2019, surpassing the United
States by over 10%. Moreover, China ranks
second in net national wealth globally. As the
world's factory, China holds a unique
economic position, making communication
with it imperative. Developing countries in
the Middle East seek production, investment,
and knowledge transfer from China. Given
China's willingness and superior capacity to
enter Middle Eastern markets, ongoing and
inevitable relations between China and
Middle Eastern countries emerge. The
accessibility of China and Middle Eastern
countries to each other via sea and land
routes further enhances China's presence in
the region.

Conclusion

The mutual need between China and the
Middle East revolves around energy, the
strategic geographical location of the Middle
East, and the consumption market. China
heavily relies on the Middle East for its
energy needs, prompting a broader presence
in the region. Conversely, Middle Eastern
countries seek to sell more oil and gas to
fund their energy infrastructure development.
The Middle East's strategic geographical
location necessitates China's involvement,
evident in its Belt and Road Initiative
emphasizing the region's significance.
Middle Eastern countries, particularly those
in the Gulf region, benefit from economic
conditions resulting from energy sales,
making them suitable markets for Chinese
imports. Additionally, China aims to increase
Irag's income through energy development,
offering opportunities for Chinese goods.
Chinese labor presence in the Middle East
also contributes to employment,
demonstrating a geopolitical interplay. The
geopolitical relationship between China and
the Middle East centers on geoeconomics,
with China avoiding involvement in security-
political disputes. This geopolitical dynamic
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answers the research question, highlighting
China's cautious yet influential presence in
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