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The aim of this article is to examine the role of political parties and elites in the
planning and orientations of the reformist and conservative factions in the
country's development path, with a focus on the presidencies of Mohammad
Khatami and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. The research is descriptive-analytical and
based on note-taking from library resources, documents, and available records.
The main research question is: How did political parties and elites influence the
development policies and directions during the presidencies of Khatami and
Ahmadinejad, and what were the differences in the reformists' and conservatives'
approaches to development? The findings indicate that during Mohammad
Khatami's presidency, the reformist faction emphasized democracy, human
rights, and strengthening civil institutions, aiming to place the country on the
path of sustainable and political development. While reformist parties and elites
prioritized enhancing international relations and creating a politically open
space, during Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's presidency, the conservative faction,
focusing on the ideals of the Islamic Revolution and opposing Western policies,
adopted a different approach. This approach was more focused on strengthening
the country’s independence and reducing reliance on the West. Additionally,
conservatives paid more attention to domestic economic development, reducing
imports, and strengthening national industry. In conclusion, the impact of
political parties and elites in each period was different, and these differences led
to significant changes in the country’s development policies. Therefore, a
thorough examination of these influences can contribute to a better
understanding of the social, political, and economic transformations in these two
periods.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Political and economic development, as one of the
essential dimensions in the progress process of
countries, has always held a special place. In this
context, political parties and intellectual elites of
any country are considered the main actors in
shaping and directing the country’s macro-level
plans and developmental policies. In the Islamic
Republic of Iran, during two distinct presidential
terms—those of Mohammad Khatami (1997-
2005) and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (2005-
2013)—the two main political factions of the
country, namely the reformists and conservatives,
with different goals, approaches, and programs,
sought to guide the country's development path in
the political and economic spheres. The reformist
faction focused on strengthening democracy,
human rights, and civil institutions, along with
rebuilding international relations with global
countries, while the conservative faction
emphasized preserving the ideals of the Islamic
Revolution and strengthening national
independence against global domination. This
article aims to examine the role of political parties
and elites in the planning and development
orientations during these two presidential terms,
comparing and analyzing the impacts and different
approaches of these two factions. The main
research question is how political parties and elites
influenced the country's development programs
during these two periods and what differences
existed between the approaches of these two
factions in shaping the country’s development
direction?

Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method,
employing document analysis from library
resources, documents, and records related to the
policymaking of the Khatami and Ahmadinejad
administrations. The sources used in this study
include scholarly articles, books, and published
government documents, as well as reports and
analyses related to the developmental policies of
the two administrations. The data analysis method
is based on comparative analysis and content
analysis of the available documents, aimed at
providing a comprehensive picture of the impacts
of the reformist and conservative factions on the
developmental orientations of the country during
these two distinct periods.

Results and Discussion

During the presidency of Mohammad Khatami,
reformists emphasized democracy, human rights,
strengthening civil institutions, and internal
reforms. Their goal during this period was to
achieve  sustainable political and social
development. Using the capacities of political

parties, academic elites, and other social sectors,
reformists sought to expand political openness and
work towards creating democracy within the
country. They also aimed for greater interaction
with foreign countries, especially Western nations.
A key feature of this period was the emphasis on
strengthening Iran's international relations with the
world, especially with Western countries, and
efforts to integrate Iran into international
organizations. Development policies focused on
strengthening civil society, political reforms, and
.enhancing individual and social freedoms

In contrast, the presidency of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad saw significant changes in the
country's development policies. Conservatives,
during this period, emphasized the ideals of the
Islamic Revolution, economic and political
independence, and resistance to Western
hegemonic policies. Ahmadinejad, with a focus on
economic self-sufficiency, confrontational foreign
policies, and strengthening political independence,
aimed to reduce the country’s dependence on
global powers. The conservatives focused more on
domestic policies and supporting state and military
sectors. The development programs during this
period mainly concentrated on economic self-
sufficiency and reducing dependency on foreign
countries. The concept of “resistance economy”
also became central and reflected in the country's
.economic policies

During Khatami's presidency, reformist parties,
adopting a more moderate approach compared to
conservatives, emphasized the importance of
social justice and minority rights. In particular, the
reformists sought broad reforms in the banking
system, financial markets, and higher education
system, aiming to align more with global standards
and increase transparency in governmental
institutions. One of the prominent features of this
period was the use of non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and civil institutions in
decision-making  processes, which  helped
strengthen social and democratic participation. In
foreign policy, the reformists, emphasizing active
diplomacy and convergence with the world,
particularly Western countries, aimed to place Iran
in a better position in international relations. Their
efforts to gain membership in international
organizations and strengthen bilateral relations
with European and Latin American countries were
noteworthy. As a result, despite internal
challenges, these approaches sought to expand
political and social freedoms and improve the
economic situation, especially in the private sector
.and global markets

In contrast, during Ahmadinejad's presidency, the
policies were more focused on independence and
resisting Western dominance. Conservatives
believed that Iran should avoid reliance on foreign
countries and major powers, emphasizing
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strengthening domestic production and reinforcing
the national economy. Ahmadinejad, with
initiatives like "resistance economy" and efforts to
reduce dependence on oil, aimed to make the
country resilient to foreign sanctions. Many
infrastructure and economic projects were
launched within the country to strengthen
infrastructure and mitigate the negative impacts of
sanctions. In foreign policy, Ahmadinejad,
adopting a confrontational approach, particularly
with the West and neighboring countries, sought to
improve Iran's image in the region and globally.
Although the economic pressures and sanctions
posed challenges to many of the country's
developmental projects, conservatives sought to
direct the economy towards self-sufficiency by
.relying on domestic resources and capacities
There were significant differences between these
two political factions in their development
approaches. The reformists mainly sought
interaction with the world and the reconstruction
of democratic institutions within the country, while
conservatives focused more on strengthening
national independence and resisting Western
pressures. In fact, the reformist faction pursued an
open developmental approach based on
international cooperation, while the conservative
faction emphasized domestic policies and the
reinforcement of national identity. The reformists
stressed the need for reforms in various social and
political spheres, while conservatives, especially in
the economic and cultural fields, sought changes
from within the system and emphasized
maintaining existing structures.
Conclusion
The influence of political parties and elites on the
developmental policy orientations of the country
was different during the presidencies of Khatami
and Ahmadinejad. During Mohammad Khatami's
presidency, reformists particularly emphasized
democratizing the political system, strengthening
human rights, and supporting civil society. This
period was characterized by the enhancement of
political openness, individual and social freedoms,
and international relations, with the aim of creating
sustainable development in both political and
social dimensions. On the other hand, during
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad's  presidency, the
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