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Keywords: The rapid growth of urbanization in third world countries causes
Ilam province, the regional balance to be disrupted. In the meantime, the adoption
Township, of some economic policies will attract facilities to a few limited
regional planning, areas and the backwardness of other areas <one of the issues faced
development. by the planning officials of various regions of the country is the

risk of over-development of major cities in contrast to the
underdevelopment of small towns and rural areas.The purpose of
this article is to review and compare the cities of llam province in
terms of development indicators. The type of applied research and

E E its investigation method is descriptive-analytical.For statistical
. . calculations and analysis of research data, Excel software and
urban and regional planning models, including TOPSIS and AHP

models, have been used and the extent to which the cities have

E - been determined in terms of development indicatorsThe findings of

this research show that there is a severe disharmony and imbalance
between Ilam city and other cities in the province in terms of
development, and Ilam city is the only privileged city and other
cities in the province are deprived.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, concept of development is the concern of
many countries, in other words, development is better
satisfaction related to people's living conditions.
Many theorists emphasize reducing existing
inequalities and eliminating duality as one of the
goals of development. The imbalance development
between different regions creates a gap and
accelerates regional inequality, which itself is an
obstacle for the development. Recognizing of
inequality and imbalance in all geographical units
same as (country, province and city), understanding
existing differences and making policies to eliminate
and reduce inequalities are the most important duties
of officials related to the development of
geographical areas. Development programs should
seek to improve and raise the standard of living. For
this purpose, in order to know the difference in the
development level of the regions, it is necessary at
first to examine the current conditions of each region
so that regional planning can be done based on this to
reduce or eliminate the differences.At past, in Iran,
the unsuitable policies, considering industrial and
service’s locations in growth poles and the trend of
centralization in the dominant city and the
metropolitan in a region have been the main causes of
these inequalities. These inequalities has caused the
development gap between developed and deprived
areas to be increased therefore there is no economic
and social justice. This condition has led to serious
problems such as migration from deprived areas to
more prosperous and developed areas. Based on this,
it is necessary to study about the economic-social
inequalities in the regions of a country or the
townships of a province for planning and reforms in
order to provide economic growth along with social
justice, so these positions can allocate resources with
the aim of eliminating regional inequalities.

Illam province, despite having a strategic situation
with Iraq and having abundant oil and gas resources,
suitable agricultural land, suitable water resources,
rich natural pastures, and most importantly, young
and job-seeking workforce from the duality of the
region so It suffers widely in the form of developed
and underdeveloped areas. Considering that the
inequality and the lack of optimal distribution of
facilities and the development gap are observed
among the different regions of Ilam province; The
current research aims to determine the extent to
which the cities of llam province have facilities and
public services by collecting various indicators and
measures in economic, physical, health and medical,
cultural and service fields. in order to achieve a
balanced development, with the help of common
techniques to analyze regional inequality, to rank and
level them. For this purpose, the research question is
raised as follows: What is the gap and inequality
between the cities of Ilam province in terms of
development?

Methodology

According to the investigated variables, the research
is a applied research and its investigation method is

descriptive-analytical method. The geographical area
of the study is all township’s Ilam province. The
method of data collection is based on the library
based and document method, which was collected
through the statistical yearbook and statistics of 2015
on the website of the Management and Planning
Organization of Ilam province and the data availables
in the general population and housing census of 2015
on the website of the Iranian Statistics Center. For
statistical calculations and data analysis, Excel
software and urban and regional planning models,
including TOPSIS and AHP models, have been used.
so the degree of development of the townships in
terms of various development indicators has been
determined. Geographical information system (GIS)
has also been used to prepare and draw maps.

Results and discussion

From the comparison of the degree of development of
the cities of Ilam province, it is possible to
understand the existence of severe inequalities and
imbalance in terms of various indicators of
development between the townships of Ilam
province. As the degree of development of Ilam city
is 0.7911 and the degree of development of other
cities is from 0.1665 to 0.3066. Therefore, it can be
said that Ilam is the only privileged city and the rest
of the cities are deprived. Also, by comparing the
degree of development of different townships, which
varies from 0.7911 (llam township) to 0.1665
(Malkshahi township), it is possible to understand the
existence of a deep development gap between
different townships of the province. llam township is
the only privileged township and other township s are
considered deprived. In this way, it can be said that
only 14.3 percent of the total number of townships in
llam province are privileged and 85.7 percent of them
are deprived. In general, it can be said that from point
of view deprivation most of the townships of Ilam
province(85.7) are deprived. this province is one of
the deprived provinces of the country.

Conclusion

Today, urban planners believe in the necessity of
regional planning in order to achieve balanced
development. According to this point of view, the
goal of balanced development should be to create the
best conditions and facilities for the development of
society in all areas, and differences in life between
areas should be minimized and finally eliminated.
The purpose of this article is to investigate the state
of development of the townships of Ilam province
and to answer the main problem that the present
research is based on; What is the status of
development in the townships of Ilam province?
According to statistical data in 2015, Ilam township
ranked first and Shirvan Cherdavel and Dehlran
townships ranked second and third. At the end of the
ranking spectrum, the townships of Darehshahr and
Abdanan rank fourth and fifth, and the cities of lvan
and Malekshahi rank sixth and seventh, respectively.

Keywords: Ilam province, city, regional
planning, development.
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