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In recent decades, the Middle East region has been involved in
terrorism and terrorist movements, especially the spread of
extremist religious movements. In such a way that the majority of
terrorist incidents in the world occur in countries such as
Afghanistan, Syria, Irag, Yemen, etc., and for this reason, the
Middle East has become the subject of many bilateral or
multilateral international discussions regarding facing the crises
arising from these terrorist currents. In addition, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, for various geopolitical reasons, under the
influence of the spread of terrorism, has played its role in
confronting these currents. In this research, which is analyzed in an
analytical-descriptive method, the results of the research in
response to the main question that "lran's geopolitical logic in
dealing with terrorism in the regional environment (2001-2020)
was influenced by what factors” It shows that the logic of the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in relation to
countering terrorism in some regions such as Afghanistan and
Syria has been influenced by geopolitical approaches (defensive
realism) and in some regions such as Irag and Yemen, it has been
influenced by geo-cultural approaches. In this research, the causes
and reasons for such propositions in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the fight against terrorism in the Middle
East region have been discussed in detail.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent decades, the Middle East region has been
involved in terrorism and terrorist movements for
several reasons, especially the spread of extremist
religious movements; So that the majority of terrorist
incidents in the world occur in countries such as
Syria, Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, etc., and for this
reason, the Middle East is the subject of many
bilateral or multilateral international discussions
regarding facing the crises arising from these
currents. has become terrorist and the Islamic
Republic of Iran has played its role against these
currents due to various geopolitical reasons under the
influence of the spread of terrorism. In the meantime,
the cooperation of the Islamic Republic with the
Western coalition led by the United States in the war
with the Afghan Taliban after the terrorist events of
September 11, 2001, which was led by the Al-Qaeda
movement based in Afghanistan, in order to help the
countries of the Middle East region such as Iraq and
Syria, which coincided with the beginning of the
wave of awakening Islamic and the developments
known as the Arab Spring were involved in the
expansion of terrorist activities of radical Islamic
currents such as Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State of
Irag and the Levant and other terrorist groups,
showing the effective role of the Islamic Republic of
Iran in the fight to counter the growth of terrorist
currents and contain them during the two The last
decade in the Middle East region has had, among
these, one of the unknown points in the researches
about the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic in
relation to terrorist movements, is the categorization
and formatting of these approaches in the form of one
of the political and geopolitical theories that, despite
the fact that Each of them has strong foundations of
important political theories, but alone they cannot
answer the analysis of the approach of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in dealing with terrorist movements
in the Middle East region.

Methodology

The research is applied in terms of purpose,
descriptive in terms of inference method, and
qualitative in terms of data nature. The method of
data collection in this research is library and
documentary; In this way, Bargahi, A., Mohaghegh
Nia, H., & Moradi, J. (2023). Identifying Iran's
geopolitical role in curbing terrorism from 2001 to
2020 in the Middle East region. Geography (Regional
Planning), 13(50), by referring to the published first-
hand works, they have been explained and analyzed
based on the geopolitical approach.

Results and discussion

Because the political-economic importance and the
geopolitical position of the land of Afghanistan as
well as the regional position of this country for
America from the point of view of strengthening its
regional position and presence to contain China,
Russia, Iran and Pakistan made the equations of
Afghanistan's regional relations with its neighbors
complicated and having many variables. In this
context, the US effort to rebuild its 14-year presence
in Afghanistan for the purposes of exploiting the
country's resources and regional exploitation of its

presence in Afghanistan has always been the focus of
Iranian policy makers; However, despite the long
presence of the United States in Afghanistan, which
was carried out at enormous material and spiritual
costs, with unclear goals and to the detriment of the
people of this country, it has not been able to provide
effective assistance in establishing security and
establishing peace and stability in this country and
starting the process of development and
modernization. Slow down in Afghanistan! Except
that every now and then news of the looting of the
country's mines by the American military or
economic companies is leaked to the media, and
important parts of this country are still under the
control of the Taliban, and the fields for the activities
of ISIS and other militant groups were more or less
provided. It is in such a situation that due to the
territorial and political power of the Taliban, this
group has been able to convince the public opinion
inside and outside of this country that it is an
important and undeniable weight in the equation of
political stability and the establishment of peace and
security in this country. Therefore, various actors in
Afghanistan tried to increase their political weight by
using their influence levers, each of them from the
perspective of their goals, ambitions, approach and
backgrounds, to influence the domestic scene of
Afghanistan.

Conclusion

All in all, Iran's approach in facing terrorism in Syria
based on geopolitical logic can be said that the
developments of the Arab world are important for
Iran both from the perspective of "interests” and
"values". In terms of interests, the issues are mainly
centered on the transfer of governments and its
effects on bilateral relations and regional stability,
equations related to the balance of power and the role
of regional and extra-regional actors, and economic
and political interests in general. In terms of values,
these developments are important in terms of
following the slogans of the Islamic Revolution,
mainly on the axis of supporting popular movements,
fighting against the role of foreigners in the region
and realizing "Islamic unity". Since the beginning of
these developments, the main effort of Iran's foreign
policy has been how to establish a balance between
providing "interests" and pursuing "value" demands.
Keywords: Geopolitical Approaches, Foreign Policy,
Geo-culture, Defensive Realism.
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