(’P

Irannas Asocsson

{ Gropolescal

Geography & Regional Planning Quarterly, 13 (1), 2023

Geography & Regional Planning quarterly

Journal Homepage: www. jgeogeshm,ir

Research Paper

Geopolitical explanation of mechanisms and indicators of democracy in the Islamic

———e— e — . — .

Republic of Iran

Ahmed Baziar &, Abbas Sohrabzadeh ®*, Edris Beheshti Nia ©
a. PhD student, Department of Political Science, Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kermanshah, Iran
b. Assistant Professor, Political Science Department, Payam Noor University, llam, Iran

¢ Assistant Professor, Political Science Department, Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kermanshah,
Iran

ARTICLEINFO

ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Transition to democracy,
political culture, ideology,
parties, Iran

Since the formation of the constitutional revolution
until today, many efforts have been made by the
governments and the governing body to achieve the
transition to democracy. The type of research method is
descriptive-analytical and based on library studies.
Based on this, the main question of the article has been
raised as follows: How was the transition to democracy
in the Islamic Republic of Iran? In this regard, this
hypothesis has been proposed because of the prominent
role of ideology and the lack of coherent parties, the
Islamic Republic of Iran has not been able to transition
to democracy. The findings indicate that in Iran, the
status of disorganized elites has happened one after
another. But the deadlock of conflicts has not occurred.
Rather, a group or faction of elites could impose their
power on other political factions, and for this reason,
the possibility of compromise between elites has been
lost. In different periods in Iran, the legitimacy of
democracy has not been at a high level.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The speed of political, social, cultural and
economic changes at the end of the 20th
century and the beginning of the third
millennium surprised all the analysts and
researchers in the field of political
sociology. Democracy is considered a
government method at the beginning of the
third millennium of the century and it is
expanding rapidly. Trying to align with the
new world order, that is, democracy guided
by western indicators towards a single
culture and values in the form of liberal
democracy, is one of the indicators of
modern globalization. The importance of
democracy in today's world is such that
different countries are trying to transition to
it. In fact, the transition to democracy is
considered as the main and essential
component in today's world. This process
goes through three stages: the defeat of the
authoritarian regime, democratic transition
and democratic consolidation. The first
stage involves the collapse of authoritarian
regime structures. The second stage is the
change and movement from authoritarian
structures and processes to new structures
and processes. The third stage occurs when
these new structures and processes are
institutionalized; That is, the important
groups of the society should accept the
established political institutions and follow
the rules of the democratic game. People
should learn that democracy is a way to
avoid coercion and tyranny without
violence and bloodshed. In this way, the
establishment of the democratic system
occurs in the third stage of democratization.
Western  theorists such as  Toffler,
Huntington, Fukuyama and Jane Sharpe
have provided a platform for the transition
to democracy by theorizing. The transition
period accelerated with the collapse of the
Eastern Bloc (1990). Transition designers
tried to recreate the successful transition
model in the East Block in other places as
well. According to Fukuyama's theory (at
the end of human history and destiny) and
Huntington (in the third wave), the power
of liberal democracy should develop and
rule in all countries, so that the dream of
undisputed American leadership (after the
collapse of the Soviet Union) in the world

will be realized. The transition period
should have spread to Iran as well, and in a
fundamental change, liberal Islam would
replace political Islam so that according to
Huntington's  belief, a  democratic
government would be formed.

Methodology

The paper is applied in terms of purpose,
descriptive in terms of inference method,
and qualitative in terms of data nature. The
method of data collection in this research is
library and documentary; in this way, by
referring to the published first-hand works,
an attempt has been made to explain and
analyze the transition to democracy in Iran.

Results and discussion

The constitution is considered the starting
point of democracy in the context of Iran's
developments, but the question is why the
constitution could not succeed in achieving
its main goal, which is to democratize the
society. Perhaps the insufficient attention to
both theoretical and practical models is the
main factor in this failure. However,
democracy in the constitutional era is
justified more in its pragmatic aspect than
in its theoretical aspect. Relying on the
dimensions and material institutions of
Western democracy is a good indication of
this. In the constitutional era, there were
three main groups in the discussion of
democracy: intellectuals, modern
intellectuals and clerics. Enlightenment
thinkers who emphasized more on the
consistency of modernity and the design of
the modern world, on the one hand,
believed in the translation or importation of
Western thought without understanding and
explaining it internally. For example, Mirza
Malkam Khan, by extending the law to the
development of public welfare and equality
of citizens, on the formation of institutional
arrangements such as the Legislative
Council, the Executive Board, the
regulation and compilation of previous
laws, the formation of a professional and
permanent army, the establishment of an
independent tax administration, the public
education system, New highways between
the main cities, and the formation of a state
bank to finance economic development
were emphasized” (Abrahamian, 2007: 85).
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When Reza Khan came to power, in his
program opposition to tribal monarchy was
combined with the desire to modernize and
develop Iran. His plan was to establish
institutions and delegate more powers than
the powers of the parliament to the
executive branch. From his point of view,
Iran's  experience  of  parliamentary
democracy had not been able to resolve the
real issues facing the country. It was only
with the concentration of power in the
executive branch that Iran could achieve
effective governance and policymaking,
resource mobilization, limit the authority of
regional power holders and tribal leaders,
and achieve national independence. In
many ways, Reza Khan's rise to power
rested on his ability to question the
presumption that a constitutional system
could achieve all of its goals. In fact, Reza
Khan thought that these goals were an
obstacle to gathering. Reza Khan was also
able to convince important social and
political groups that the priority of the
country is not pluralism, but the defense of
national integrity and unity and achieving
economic  development  should be
prioritized. This perception meant that the
powers of the executive power were
superior to the powers of the legislative
power and the administration was focused
on the elected government. Despite this,
Reza Khan tried to double the authority of
the executive branch within the framework
of the constitution.

Conclusion

In the third principle of the Constitution of
Iran, raising the level of public awareness
in all fields, education, facilitating and
popularizing higher education is one of the
duties assigned to the government of the
Islamic  Republic. In addition, the
constitutional legislator has paid special
attention to the improvement of the general
level of citizens' participation with the end
of the Iran-lraq war, despite the fact that the
fields of raising awareness and promoting
and facilitating and generalizing higher
education to It started in a favorable way
and during the eight years of government,
the constructive governments trained many
graduates in various scientific fields or
provided the training ground for them.

Although some critics have made strong
attacks on the privileges and sometimes
discrimination of enjoying these educations
and educational facilities, but in general, it
can be said that what was done in these
years in terms of scientific education and
higher education of different people is an
excellent example. Education is a human
resource and the development of
universities is evident in most of the small
and big cities of the country. Regarding this
development, two points should not be left
unsaid. Firstly, despite the deepening of
public awareness through the promotion
and development of higher education,
democracy has not progressed due to the
fact that the extent of participation was
small.
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