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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Apart from the economic aspect and the exchange of goods, Iranian markets were
considered as one of the most important centers of communication and social
relations in every city. The reason for the successful presence of people in this
PP: 60-81 place is the existence of the market structure and its constituent organs, each of
which has an independent identity and a meaningful link for the presence of
people and human activities. In fact, patterns and proper spatial arrangement in
Iranian markets have created a direct link with physical layers and a meaning to
create continuity in the architecture of the market so that the spaces can be used
independently and in connection with each other at the same time. Understanding
the effect of spatial arrangement in the market and the effect of existing patterns
that create experience in the individual is one of the goals of the research. Based
on this, this research examines the shoe market of Tehran. This applied research
is of a descriptive analytical type with a qualitative approach, which collects
information with the method of document review, ethnography and field work
techniques, non-interventional observation and analyzes the information with the
method of reasoning and graphic analysis. The present study examines how the
objective characteristics of the spatial patterns of Tehran shoe market adapt to
the subjective perception and experience of the individual and the characteristics
of the resulting outputs. According to the studies conducted based on the findings
of the research, the result obtained is the synchronicity and connection of the
spatial arrangement and the mutual connection of the physical and perceptual
functional systems in the shoes market leads to the creation of meaning in the
space and its effect on the experience of the people present in the market.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the traditional cities of Iran, the market
serves as the central hub for economic and
social interactions, continually shaping urban
life. Despite various changes, the market
remains the most influential factor in shaping
individuals' social interactions within the city.
This research focuses on the impact of
patterns and spatial arrangements on personal
experiences within the architectural structure
of Tehran's shoe market, one of the central
hubs for social interactions in the city. The
study evaluates accessibility, coherence,
legibility, the composition of occupied and
vacant spaces, and the arrangement of
different spatial elements in configuring this
market. Employing a qualitative approach, the
research collects and analyzes data, revealing
that different architectural patterns, spatial
configurations, and the arrangement of spatial
elements significantly influence people's
spatial interactions and experiences. The built
environment in the market provides a platform
for people to engage in social and economic
interactions, fostering a sense of belonging.
Various factors contribute to people's
perception of the space, including physical
characteristics, space functionality, the mental
state of the space's audience, and audience
expectations upon entry. Consequently,
people build cognitive maps based on their
values, beliefs, memories, and desires,
shaping their mental images of the
environment they are utilizing. These
cognitive maps largely reflect the values and
beliefs of individuals using a given
environment.

Methodology

This research adopts a practical approach with
a qualitative methodology. Choosing an
appropriate research method and consistently
implementing it throughout the entire research
process is a strategic principle in scientific
research to effectively address the research
guestions. To gather information, the study
utilizes direct observation (behavioral
mapping), interviews, and on-site visits. The
subsequent step involves analyzing field
observations and collected information by
identifying concepts reflected in them,
categorizing the extracted components, and

presenting the results in graphical form.
Through categorization, it becomes possible
to analyze the impact of patterns and spatial
arrangements on individual experiences based
on themes, observations, and theoretical
concepts. The study focuses on Tehran's shoe
market.

Results and Discussion

The architectural design of Tehran's shoe
market, like many Iranian  markets,
commences with enclosed spaces. Iranian
architects exhibit a concerted effort to free and
expand these spaces, stretching them in
various forms, either intrinsically or as
complements, incorporating light or scenic
elements. The ongoing expansion forms
pathways or perspectives within the market
space, enhancing transparency in the
arrangement of walls and columns. An
examination of Tehran's shoe market unveils
a predominantly interconnected network of
internal pathways with limited connections to
the surrounding streets. The more internalized
pathways, situated farther from the market's
boundaries (Panzdah-e Khordad Street, Imam
Khomeini  Street, Khayyam Street, and
Mowlavi Street), exhibit reduced
accessibility. Permeability, a crucial aspect of
urban design quality, was historically
overlooked in these enclosed structures due to
their insular and secure nature.Depth,
indicating the extent of historical fabric, holds
significance in Tehran's shoe market. Direct
access to the main space is challenging,
requiring  passage  through  multiple
intermediary spaces, a prevalent characteristic
in historical fabrics across the country.
Control, signifying the prioritization of
pathways, is highest in section 2/3 of the
market, where several secondary paths
connect to the main thoroughfare. This
section, housing the Imamzadeh Zeyd shrine
and service areas, demonstrates the most
control. The central axis map designates
Tehran's shoe market as a primary hub with
vital access to other alleys and surrounding
squares, notably through its crucial entry
points at Sabze Meydan and Panzdah-e
Khordad Street. Coherence is generally high
in historical markets, with internal coherence
specifically assigned to the innermost
pathways within the market. Clarity is attained
as individuals entering Tehran's shoe market



Geography(Regional Planning), Vol 13, Issue 51, Summer 2023 62

receive information about the products along
the route. The further one ventures into the
market, the more valuable the presented goods
become. The presence of canopies provides
clarity on the types of products available,
enabling individuals to assess their need for
those items.

Conclusion

The study, based on Tehran's shoe market
field observations and a review of Iranian
market studies, reveals a network facilitating
the flow of goods, capital, information, and
social interactions. It suggests active human
interaction  with  architecture,  shaping
experiences through complex sensory-motor
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