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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Belief and conviction are fundamental concepts and play a fundamental role in
the behavior of people in every society and have a significant impact on the
PP: 196-212 destiny of every nation. Mosul, the second largest city in Iraq, was attacked by
ISIS, Mosul is located 400 kilometers from Baghdad. The Tigris River divides
Mosul into two halves. The proximity of Mosul to the Turkish border from the
north and Syria from the west doubles the importance of this city. Mosul was
occupied by ISIS in 2013 with the help of regional and foreign military forces.
As a result of destruction, the city changed its historical face. The petrified
approach of ISIS and the support of Wahhabism in this event resulted in the
destruction of the city of Mosul. Based on this research, belief, which is the
foundation of religious and ethnic mentality, played a key and effective role in
the process of building and destroying the city of Mosul. This research was done
based on Max Weber's sociological theories and with the library method,
computer site and news reports in a descriptive-analytical way.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the summer of 2013, ISIS invaded the
northwest of Irag from Syria and seized
control of the Nineveh province, including the
city of Mosul. Nineveh, the capital during the
Assyrian era, was designated as the center in
1080 BC. Mosul, situated in the north of Iraq,
gained renown as a pivotal intersection of
trade routes, boasting a rich historical
background. Following the fall of Baghdad on
April 9, American forces assumed control
over Irag, and Mosul became one of the cities
under their dominion. Throughout the
occupation, the ISIS group systematically
demolished Mosul's historical and religious
sites, relocating some artifacts to the global
market. These events have raised guestions
regarding support for this religious group by
certain factions and the consequential
destruction of such a significant city. The
scrutinized article delves into the analysis of
this matter, offering justification and
examination of these actions through the
sociological perspectives of Max Weber.
Additionally, the research underscores the
clash between Mosul's populace, striving to
preserve and restore the city, and the radical
and takfiri groups, who, grounded in religious
principles, assumed control over the city.

Methodology

This research employs the analytical method
grounded in Max Weber's theory of religious
sociology to explore the impact of beliefs on
the preservation and destruction of artistic,
cultural, and historical works in the city of
Mosul. This analytical approach facilitates a
thorough and critical examination of the
influence of religious beliefs on the behavior
of individuals and groups.

Results and Discussion

Messengers and religious missionaries play a
fundamental role in shaping and engaging
with matters related to art. Their interaction
with various segments of society, especially
religious individuals and spiritual figures,
takes on a distinct approach. Even among
religious leaders, there exists a divergence in
views and interactions. They issue numerous
fatwas and express varied opinions about art,
and this divergence of opinion among

religious sects on this matter has been and will
continue to be prevalent. ISIS employs
religious justification to depreciate art and
positions itself as the authentic representative
of religious doctrines and the earthly leader of
heaven. According to Max Weber, religion, in
his perspective, condemns any effort in this
world to emancipate values as sinful. Weber
contends that the conflict and spiritual clash of
religion, with all its repercussions, unfold
before concepts such as art. This conflict
steers the rationalization of religious values,
fostering the rigid mindset of dry and
doctrinaire religious factions. Art, serving as a
fountain of contemplation and intellectual
liberty, expels them from society through
concise logical reasoning and engagement
with lived concepts rooted in rational
belief.Daesh labels its beliefs against other
religions as takfiri, even displaying hostility
towards its own religious denominations.
Adhering to the Salafi-Wahhabi doctrine, the
group propagates the notion of salvation
exclusively through strict religious adherence,
aligning with the principles upheld by these
groups. Similar to its Wahhabi forerunners,
ISIS not only razes historical and religious
sites but also estranges Afghanistan from
global events, fostering detachment from
international engagement. These tumults have
been instrumental in eroding the nation's
cultural and historical legacy, instigating
fragility and national instability among the
Afghan populace.

Conclusion

ISIS is the manifestation of Salafi and
Wahhabi ideologies. This not only applies to
ISIS but extends to all religious extremist
factions advocating violent and draconian
doctrines while disseminating their ideologies
among the masses, asserting these ideas
originate from their religious teachings. The
development of such sects, influenced by
time, climatic and global conditions, varied
interpretations of religious doctrines, and
support from Western nations like the United
States, as well as regional countries such as
Saudi Arabia and the Arab Emirates, indicates
that ISIS is not solely rooted in religious
beliefs. Evidence and documentation suggest
it serves as a tool for regional and Western
forces. By instilling fear and instability, ISIS
has hindered the growth and progress of these
nations, ultimately leading to the destruction
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of countries. The preservation, restoration,
and protection of historical, cultural, and
artistic elements align with rigid ideologies
based on confrontation and opposition to these
concepts. Mosul exemplifies the victimization
of such violent behavior, marked by the
destruction of terror and intimidation of
residents. ISIS employs the scorched earth
theory to annihilate opposing forces, aiming to
undermine morale, faith, and belief. This
poses a real and imminent danger, as the ISIS
phenomenon may proliferate wherever it takes
root. This serves as a warning for all nations,
emphasizing the need to act swiftly to prevent
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20. -Jose L.Groizard, Maria Santana- Gllego the destruction of cultural heritageand international

tourism: the case of the Arab countries, Journal of cultural Heritage, September, October 2018,
p.p 285-292.



