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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The awareness of the Iranian garment industry activists to the issue of
PP: 527-546 sustainability is one of the requirements of country for progress in this field. In
this article, we are going to examine the potentials of achieving sustainability in
different parts of the clothing value chain, and provide some solutions for the
Iranian clothing industry. The purpose of this research is investigating the level
of awareness of clothing sellers about sustainability and provide an
implementable comprehensive sustainability plan. The research method is a
descriptive survey with the data obtained from the questionnaires distributed
among the sellers of Tehran Garment Union randomly in all areas of Tehran
with a sample size of 301 people. The questionnaire designed with a five-point
Likert scale and Cronbach's alpha of 0.804, and statistical software was used to
analyze the data and conclusions. According to the findings, there is no
comprehensive awareness of sustainable development methods in clothing
sellers. Also, the level of awareness of the respondents about the impact of their
role in the implementation of sustainability in fashion is average and about
Keywords: Sustainable | clothing recycling methods is poor; but the level of acceptance of the
Development, Sustainable participant in the green survey plan, which is described in the mentioned article
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Environmental Fashion is considered good. On the other hand, they considered the role of clothing
Iran Garment, Recycling unions to be effective in increasing awareness of sustainable fashion. Also, the
Garment Union. higher the respondents' level of education, income, recognition of behavioral

patterns, and participation in the green campaign, the closer they were to
awareness of sustainable fashion.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the last 10 years, raising awareness in the
field of environmental pollution and
destruction by the fashion industry is being
done a lot. Each year, around 15% of all
fashion products are recycled and 85% is
taken to the landfills that takes more than 200
years to decompose these wastes. The world
of fashion tries to incite and excite the
audience to buy more with extensive
advertising and continues change of fashion
trends, which is the same unreasonable
purchase causes more waste in the
environment. Some researchers in
sustainability are in favor of consumers
buying less clothing and have a one-sided
view of fashioned goods buyers. But with a
closer view, there is an important issue that
with consumers not buying, the economic
side of this industry would also be at risk. In
a more precise sense, the last link of the
fashion and clothing value chain, which is
sales, causes the continuity and life of other
parts of this chain. Therefore, it has been
tried in this research to examine bio-
sustainable items in each part of the fashion
value chain separately, and the executive
contribution of bio-sustainable fashion is not
considered only for the consumer.
Considering  Iran's  movement  towards
sustainable development, the cooperation and
consensus of active trade unions is necessary
for the implementation of sustainability
components in the clothing value chain.
Therefore, this research pays special
attention to the role of clothing unions in this
field. The purpose of this research is to
explain the methods of sustainability in
fashion, to provide implementation solutions
in each sector of the clothing value chain,
and to provide a comprehensive and
applicable sustainability plan in Iran's
clothing industry.

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-survey
based on the sample data of the statistical
community. The investigated community are
the members of the licensed sellers of the
Tehran Clothing Manufacturers and Sellers
Union as the active people in the value chain
of the clothing industry, in order to evaluate

their awareness of their role in the cycle of
sustainable fashion and their support from
the green campaign. According to the
statistics of the Chamber of Guilds of Iran,
Tehran Garment Union has the largest
number of seller members among all the
provinces of the country, so it selected as an
executive pilot of the green campaign plan
and has been extended to the whole of
country. Therefore, the obtained results will
be compatible with all the unions of Iran.

Results and Discussion

The participants, who were members and
seller licensee from Tehran Clothing Union,
included 21.9% women and 77.8% men, and
in terms of educational qualifications, the
most had a diploma with 42.7% and the age
range was between 20 and 40 years. In terms
of marital status, about 68.5% of people were
married and 29.1% were single, and in the
term of income most frequency of 33.8% was
in the range of three to six million Tomans
per month. In the division of sales; women,
men and children garments, the highest
number belonged to women's clothing sellers
with 59.6%. Although their information
about sustainable fashion was average, many
of them were willing to cooperate in the
green campaign plan if it was economically
profitable for their store, and they considered
the role of clothing unions very important in
raising awareness of sustainable fashion for
producers and sellers.

Conclusion

In order to better realizing sustainability in
Iran, one of the most effective elements of
this chain, sales, was examined more closely
and an implementation solution was
presented. This executive solution called
"Green Campaign" will be formed with
collaboration of the Iran's Chamber of Guilds
and clothing unions of that the distributors
and sellers are members of them.

Based on the analysis of the research outputs
from the statistical community presented in
the article, it was found the clothing
distributor members do not have full and
comprehensive awareness of the
environmental degradation effects from the
fashion industry. Also, attention to the three
principles of economy, the need to preserve
natural resources and the method of



529 Aghahosseinshirazi et al: Presenting a Comprehensive Plan for the Sustainable Development...

consumption, which is called sustainability,
and the methods of clothes recycling, were
poor among the respondents. But they
considered the role of clothing unions to be
effective in the implementation of sustainable
fashion in the country, and they are willing to
cooperate with the unions in this field.

On the other hand, the amount of
participation in the green campaign was
measured from the social and economic point
of view, which responded to both in a same
rate. For better understanding, clothing
sellers are willing to participate in this plan
because they both fulfill their social
responsibility towards the environment and
also have more profit economically.

The analysis of the variables of the
respondents' individual characteristics and its
relationship  with the awareness of
sustainable fashion and the implementation
of the green campaign yielded interesting
results. Educational level had a direct relation
with  sustainable  fashion and the
implementing the plan, but age and income
had no relation with the implementation of
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