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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

In contemporary international law, due to the advancement of technology and
PP: 263-284 the emergence of new technologies and the development of the environment,
especially by governments, protecting the environment as a common heritage
of humanity is important and vital. Based on this, wetlands have a special
importance for the world community in terms of biodiversity and economic,
social and cultural effects, of which Urmia Wetland is a clear example. To
protect these ecosystems, international law has established significant
regulations within the framework of general and special rules. As a large
EE'“ E international wetland, Urmia Lake is included in the Ramsar Convention, a

special document governing the protection of wetlands. By following the
general rules in accordance with this convention, countries are required to use
wetlands wisely and protect them. But in recent years, due to unreasonable
E exploitation of the Urmia wetland, including the diversion of water by many

dams, the road and bridge built on the Urmia lake named Shahid Kalantari,
which was completed in November 2017, may cause environmental issues due
to the low water level. And intensify the lack of development of modern
Keywords: Reasonable agriculture, so that the possibility of survival of this crisis by threatening the
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exploitation, Urmia right to enjoy a healthy environment leads to an environmental disaster and
wetland, Ramsar entails Iran's international responsibility. Therefore, it is vital for the country to
Convention, international | take appropriate measures for the survival of Lake Urmia by using the
environmental law. environmental capacities of international law and citizenship rights with a

focus on sustainable development, especially the 50th principle of the
constitution.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Governments are the main actors in the scene
of international relations, whose behavior has
largely remained in front of each other, and it
is still not possible to believe that there is a
vertical structure in the international system.
Therefore, it is obvious that without the
continuous assistance and support of national
legal systems, international rules will lose
their effectiveness, and in other words,
domestic and regional laws should be a
crutch of international laws so that they do
not get stuck. A healthy wetland ecosystem is
considered an important element in the
national and regional ecosystem security
system and a basic foundation in order to
achieve sustainable political and social
development. Therefore, there is a general
duty for all governments to adopt internal
solutions and measures to protect wetland
areas. Protecting wetlands is a global goal
that requires action at the national, local, and
state levels. In fact, the international
programs and plans for the protection and
restoration of wetland areas require a
network of policies and executive actions at
the national, domestic and regional levels.
(Ismailzadeh et al., 2014: 100). Wetlands are
one of the ecological water areas in the
world. On the one hand, these water
territories are very important for the local,
regional and global environment due to the
functions and values they bring to human
societies, and on the other hand, due to their
fragile and wvulnerable structure against
threatening factors. have; As a result, due to
the increase in population and the subsequent
need to develop and meet human needs,
wetlands, like other environmental areas, are
not far from damage and have always been
exploited for different purposes, among
which, due to the exploitation of more than
Due to the size and lack of awareness of its
functions, in many areas, they have turned
into deplorable environmental crises due to
destruction. With the conclusion of the
Convention on International Wetlands and
Waterfowl Habitat Wetlands on February 2,
1971 in Ramsar, and the countries joining it
and signing the relevant documents; A new
chapter in the history of law has been
established and gradually a field of
international environmental law has been

born under the title "International Law of
Wetlands" and environmental law has
appeared in its new clothing called "Law of
Wetlands" (Mehdi and Behrosh, 2012: 5).
Because wetlands are the natural womb of
the first creatures on earth, and its creation
and natural mechanism have a purposeful
guarantee: including protection from storms,
dust, stabilization of weather conditions,
stabilization of rainfall and temperature, air
conditioning, etc. Therefore, the concept of
wetlands management actually brings to
mind the protection of the environment and
the survival of living beings and the human
species. Urmia Lagoon is the largest
domestic water body in the country and is the
second salt water lake in the world after the
Dead Sea. The area of Lake Urmia is about 5
to 6 thousand kilometers and the average
water intake is 32 billion cubic meters. This
lake is one of the rarest and most valuable
ecosystems and biological reserves in Iran
and the world, with the nature suitable for
some of the world's rare birds, the presence
of natural beauty on the coasts, islands and
vast plains and the consistent connection
with the neighboring sweet wetlands.
(Abatzopoulos Theodore J. And others,
2006:443) the ecosystem of the lake consists
of three parts: water, mountain and foothills,
and surrounding plains and islands inside the
lake. In general, there are nearly 550 plant
species in this water ecosystem. Due to these
ecological and natural capacities, this lake is
considered a favorable platform for the
development of the tourism industry in the
region. 21 rivers drain into the lake. Zarineh
River, Simine River, Talcheh River, Lilan,
Zola, Qala Chai, Barandoz, Shahrchai, Sufi
Chai, Nazlo, Mahabad, Almalu and Skochai
rivers are the main feeders of Urmia Lake,
which originate from the mountains around
the lake (Sablan, Sahand, border mountains
Iran and Turkey) originate.

Methodology

The three rivers Lilan, Simine Rood and
Zarine Rood supply 60% of the total water
flowing into Lake Urmia. Due to the closure
of the catchment area of Lake Urmia, all the
runoff flowing in the rivers of the area is
discharged to it. Another part of the lake's
water is supplied by springs on the bottom of
the lake. Ever since the construction of
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various structures in the area of Lake Urmia
began and the expansion of development
activities in the agricultural sector and other
sectors in the catchment area of Lake Urmia
increased, the concern about the impact of
these developments on Lake Urmia
increased. In the last decade, with the
intensity of these development activities on
the one hand and the occurrence of drought
on the other hand, the environmental crisis of
Lake Urmia has been fueled. According to
expert reports, the level of the lake has
decreased from 6,100 square kilometers to
less than 2,000 square kilometers, and the
level of 1,278 meters from the open water
level has reached below 1,270 meters. The
water level of Urmia Lake has been
decreasing in the last two decades and its
level shows a decrease of 7 meters and 41 cm
compared to the maximum level of the lake.
Today, this lake is under the threat of drying
up. Now a large part of Lake Urmia has dried

up.

Results and Discussion

Lake Urmia's ecosystems can be divided into
three groups, including ponds, swampy areas
around the lake, and islands inside the lake.
Urmia Lagoon has 102 big and small islands,
which is a very safe and suitable environment
for breeding birds. In the past, the number of
Artemia per liter of water was about 3,000 to
5,000. Nowadays, with the drying up of Lake
Urmia, we can say that there is no Artemia in
the lake, and this destroys the first food chain
of birds. The wetlands and all the animals of
this wetland are in serious danger. So far, 27
species of mammals, including Iranian fallow
deer, 41 species of reptiles, and 212 species
of birds have been identified, of which 22
species are native to the wetland family. He
pointed out flamingos, common birds, pink
birds, magenta whips and spoonbills.

Conclusion

Urmia Lake as a wetland with international
importance is supported by the principles and
rules of general international law and is
governed by  special  environmental
regulations. The general principles of
environmental protection confirm this issue
in the jurisprudence and various international
conventions, including the principle of non-
harmful use of the environment and the

internal territory of a country, the principle of
environmental assessment before carrying
out construction projects in the international
court. Rio Principles and Stockholm
Declaration. On the other hand, the principle
of reasonable use of wetlands and
environmental assessments in the Ramsar
Convention is considered the most important
commitment of member states.
Unfortunately, by building numerous dams
on the rivers feeding Urmia wetlands and
building the Shahid Kalantari crossing bridge
and highway, without effective
environmental assessment, Iran violated its
general environmental laws and specific
obligations within the framework of the
Ramsar ~ Convention, including  the
commitment to the following constitution has
stepped Reasonable use of wetlands and
sustainable exploitation of wetlands for the
benefit of humanity. Therefore, on the one
hand, the country has international
responsibility for violating its international
obligations, and on the other hand, the
international community, such as the member
countries of the Ramsar Convention and
international environmental organizations,
also have duties, so they should try to protect
this wetland by providing assistance.
Financial, technical and scientific revival. In
Iran, the most important organization that can
prevent such crises is the Environmental
Protection Organization, but the legal and
political structure of this organization is such
that it does not have enough power to deal
with other government agencies in many
fields. For example, the Ministry of Energy,
Petroleum, Industry and Mines, Roads and
Urban Development and Jihad Agriculture,
whose activities can harm the environment?
On the other hand, the Environmental
Protection Organization, as a government
institution, is in a single and coherent set
with departments, and practically cannot act
in conflict with its peers. What we saw in the
construction of Shahid Kalantari crossing.
Also, according to Article 7 of the
amendment of the Environmental Protection
Law, the organization lacks sufficient
independence in its decisions, due to the
differences of this organization with other
ministries, the organization does not have the
power to prevent the implementation of
projects or planning. Iran also needs to
improve environmental assessment systems
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and environmental education, such as public

awareness

about the consequences of

wetlands destruction and the need to protect
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