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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Objective: This study was conducted with the motive of investigating the impact
PP: 113-128 of electronic money policies and cryptocurrencies on various aspects of the
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The increasing expansion of
electronic money and digital financial services such as mobile payments, digital
currencies and emerging financial technologies in recent years in Iran has created
major opportunities and challenges for the country's economic system and
national security. In this article, with the aim of investigating and analyzing the
impact of policies and procedures related to electronic money on the vital
dimensions of Iran's national security, such as economic security, protection of
national infrastructure, and management of intelligent monitoring of the payment
network. Research findings show that despite the numerous economic and
financial benefits, these policies have increased cyber vulnerabilities and
security threats against financial and commercial institutions. Therefore, it seems
necessary to adopt legal reforms and invest in cyber security capacities to deal
with these growing threats.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent years, there has been an increasing
trend in the acceptance and usage of digital
money and cryptocurrencies worldwide,
including in Iran. Available statistics indicate
a rise in financial transactions conducted
through digital money within our country.
While these relatively new phenomena
present opportunities such as enhanced
financial inclusion and reduced transaction
costs for citizens, their emergence and
expansion also pose challenges and threats to
the monetary systems of nations, with one of
the most significant being the threat to
national security. In this regard, the Islamic
Republic of Iran is not an exception, and it is
imperative for officials and policymakers to
investigate and analyze the potential effects of
digital money and cryptocurrencies on all
aspects of the country's national security.To
address this, the current research aims to
comprehensively investigate the impact of
electronic money and cryptocurrencies on
various components of Iran's national
security—a domain that has been largely
overlooked and received less attention from
researchers and experts. The increasing use of
digital money and  cryptocurrencies
underscores the need for a thorough
examination of their potential effects on our
country's national security. The findings of
this research can pave the way for officials
and policymakers to identify and address
potential threats posed by virtual currencies.
Additionally, the results of this study will
serve as a reliable and actionable scientific
foundation for formulating national policies
and strategies related to digital currencies.
Given the lack of comprehensive studies on
the effects of virtual money on national
security, conducting this research can fill this
crucial gap. The objective of this research is to
examine and analyze the effects of digital
money and cryptocurrencies on different
aspects of the national security of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Methodology

The research approach employed in this study
is qualitative, utilizing content analysis as the
research method. The target population
consists of credible academic texts and

documents related to digital currencies,
cryptocurrencies, and national security. Data
collection will involve systematic gathering of
information from library resources and online
sources through a comprehensive literature
review. The data will then be analyzed using
thematic analysis or content analysis
techniques to identify patterns, themes, and
relationships pertaining to the impact of
digital currencies and cryptocurrencies on
national security.

Results and Discussion

The findings of the research are separated in
order to comply with the structure of the
article and transparency in presenting the
results as follows: The findings related to
cyber vulnerabilities and security threats show
that the widespread use of digital money and
cryptocurrencies in lIran's economy, along
with a significant increase in cyber
vulnerabilities, can affect security. Financial
and business relationships will be damaged.
Findings related to national and economic
security based on data mining show that
accepting and interacting with digital
currencies  requires  understanding and
managing security risks that affect economic
security and infrastructure protection. In the
field of policymaking and the financial
system, research shows that it is necessary for
the government and policymakers to consider
more comprehensive strategies that include
both the opportunities of digital currencies
and the challenges associated with them.
Regarding supervisory management and
preventive controls, the analysis of the
information suggests that there is an urgent
need to strengthen the supervisory and
accountability mechanisms to prevent
financial abuses, which may arise from the
instabilities associated with cryptocurrencies.
In the context of proposals to improve the
political and legislative situation related to
digital money and  cryptocurrencies,
researches emphasize several key points. The
first and most important issue is the need to
develop and implement written and detailed
policies that specifically focus on the
management and control of cryptocurrencies
and digital financial instruments with the aim
of protecting national security. These policies
should be designed in such a way as to allow
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the decision-making centers to deal with the
leading security and legal challenges.
Following this, research suggests that more
sophisticated and advanced monitoring and
control tools be designed and used to deal with
new threats created by the expansion of digital
currencies. Through these tools, it is not only
easier to track down suspicious transactions,
but it also ensures that existing laws and
regulations remain up-to-date with the latest
technological advances.

Conclusion

The research findings underscore the
significant expansion of digital currencies and
cryptocurrencies,  which, despite their
potential advantages in streamlining financial
transactions and reducing costs, also bring
forth substantial security challenges and
threats. Specifically, the absence of adequate
legal and regulatory frameworks heightens the
risk of digital currencies being exploited for
criminal activities and money laundering.
These findings align with studies conducted in
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