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The aim of the present study is to examine how to plan for political participation
from the perspective of Khuzestan elites, with an emphasis on social capital. The
research method is quantitative and correlational in terms of variables, and
considering that it examines the attitude of elites towards political participation,
it falls within the realm of descriptive research and is applied in terms of purpose.
The dependent variable is political participation and its independent variable is
1) social capital, 2) social awareness, 3) social trust, 4) social connection, and 5)
social participation. The statistical population of this study is all Khuzestan
elites, including senior and middle managers of private and public companies,
university teachers, writers, doctors, and engineers. Through the cluster random
sampling method, university lecturers were selected. According to the statistics
taken from the human resources unit of higher education centers of universities,
3858 lecturers are working in universities, and the sample size was 351 people
based on the Morgan table. The method of collecting information is a survey and
questionnaire. The questionnaire is based on the Likert scale and the questions
are closed-ended. Based on the hypothesis test, there is a significant relationship
between political participation and social capital (t-statistic 7.91), also between
political participation and social trust (t-statistic 2.37), between social awareness
and political participation (t-statistic 3.22), and between social communication
and political participation (t-statistic 3.14), and between social participation and
political participation (t-statistic 5.54). The relationship of all variables with
political participation based on the results obtained, the t-statistics are all more
than 1.96 and are significant.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Interference in determining one's destiny,
choosing, and overseeing one's own political
system by voting within the framework of
inclusive parties can be called direct political
participation, such as parliamentary and
presidential elections in Iran; but indirect
political participation is a way for people to
interfere in political affairs, such that in this
political system, party activities have the first
priority. Political participation at all levels
varies according to social and economic
status, education, occupation, gender, age,
religion, ethnicity, region and place of
residence, personality, and the political
environment in which political participation
takes place. In general, some researchers
believe that political participation changes
depending on four important factors: political
motivations,  social  status,  personal
characteristics, and political environment. In
general, there are two instrumental and
evolutionary theories in explaining political
participation: 1- Instrumental theory; In this
theory, participation is considered a means to
an end, namely to defend or advance an
individual or group of individuals against
tyranny and tyranny. An important point about
the issue of "political participation” is that
political participation must be conscious,
spontaneous, organized, free, and based on
individual, group, and professional interests.
Khuzestan Province is one of the
southwestern provinces of Iran, which is the
fifth most populous province in the country,
and has ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious,
and social and class differences and diversity,
and these differences have caused the
different ethnic groups of this region to use the
capital they have, including their social
capital, to participate in the power and
political structure. In this study, the researcher
intends to examine the relationship between
social capital and political participation from
the perspective of the elites of Khuzestan.

Methodology

The present research method is quantitative.
The main goal is to investigate the distribution
of characteristics within a society. In survey
research, community parameters are
examined. The researcher selects a sample

that represents the society to study the
research  variables. This research is
correlational in terms of investigating
variables. Since it examines the current
situation and aims to describe the investigated
phenomena, it falls within the realm of
descriptive research. The research is practical
in its purpose; applied research aims to
develop applied knowledge in a specific field.
Here, the level of discourse is abstract and
general, but within a specific context. The
reason for choosing the survey method is to
describe the current attitudes of elites
regarding political participation.

Results and Conclusion

The benefits of participation and its social
outcomes have a significant impact on the
participation domain. Based on the results
obtained, the path coefficient between
political participation and social capital is
0.53, which is a positive value. Also, based on
the values obtained from the fit indices, the
RMSEA value is 0.016, and considering that
it is less than 0.08, it shows that the mean
square error of the model is appropriate and
the model is acceptable. In general, the values
of the indices correspond to their
interpretative criteria, and confirmatory factor
analysis confirms the structure of the
dimensions examined in the research model.
In addition, different motivations such as
working for the public interest, a sense of
duty, interest in working with others, gaining
popularity, the desire to take a position in
firms, organizations or foundations, enjoying
the respect and appreciation of other citizens
or achieving personal goals encourage
individuals to participate in political and
social domains. In societies that impose
various restrictions on individuals, individuals
may refrain from participating in political or
public activities. The general political
environment, which is related to the
organizations and institutions existing in
society, the constitution, and the deterrent
nature of the party and political system,
prevents participation. The failure and
inadequacy of society in meeting the needs of
the individual. Therefore, lack of security,
lack of justice, lack of allocation of equal
opportunities, and lack of protection of human
dignity are among the main factors that
prevent people from participating. In
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conditions where motivation is low, the desire
to participate decreases. Therefore, it is
necessary to identify the prerequisites for
participation and plan for it. Lack of
participation or reduced political participation
causes the circulation of power among
political elites in society to not occur and
power and politics are monopolized by certain
groups or individuals. This concentration and
monopoly of power undoubtedly limits the
freedom of citizens and their rights, and
ultimately the monopoly of power causes
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