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According to the literature of new regionalism, we should make a scientific
distinction between region and geographical width. Here, we define the region
as a group of countries that have a more or less explicit common political project,
pursue a single goal in the global arena, and show common regional behavioral
patterns. In the new literature of regionalism, the geographical or even economic
dimensions are weakened, and instead, functions such as the degree of political
development, the nature and performance of political economy, and regional
coalition building become important in the establishment and recognition of
geographic regions. In this regard, the main question of the article is that
considering the new theoretical developments in the dimension of neo-
regionalism, can West Asia still be defined as a "geographical region™? The
hypothesis of the article with analytical and explanatory methods, according to
the transition of new regionalism theories from only geographical, ecological and
even economic criteria in the establishment of regions, depends on the realization
of the first and fundamental assumptions of the establishment and survival of the
geographical counterpart in West Asia. Factors such as hierarchization, regional
coalition building, establishment of internal security complex, competitive
political economy building and revision of institutional structures are known.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Regionalism, as a novel concept in
international relations, explores endeavors to
establish regional agreements and alliances
aimed at enhancing security and fostering
cooperation in economic and political realms.
Diverging from traditional geographic
theories, this concept underscores
collaboration grounded in cross-border
linkages, technology-driven economies, and
dynamic political frameworks. In the Middle
East, despite tensions and conflicts among
neighboring states, the absence of robust civil
societies and challenges in political
institution-building hinder the realization of
new regionalism's objectives for forging
collective security and stability. Recent
literature on regionalism has scrutinized
theoretical advancements and practical
implementations in addressing regional
coalition  crises, developing  political
institutions, and  competitive  political
economies. This article underscores that these
theories, beyond conceptual analysis,
necessitate empirical inquiry to effectively
tackle current regional challenges.

Methodology

In this research, a descriptive-analytical
methodology has been employed to
investigate the political geography of West
Asia and the theories of neo-regionalism.
Initially, comprehensive information was
gathered by studying sources related to
political geography and neo-regionalism
theories. Subsequently, through the analysis
of this information and data, a comparative
explanation has been provided between the
current political geography of the region and
the theoretical principles of neo-regionalism.
This analysis encompasses the examination of
how neo-regionalism theories impact political
and economic processes in the region,
alongside evaluating the potentials and
obstacles in implementing these theories. The
use of a multivariate approach in this study
has enabled a multifaceted and comprehensive
evaluation of the variables influencing
geographical and political phenomena in West

Asia, interpreting both the causes and
consequences of these phenomena.

Results and Discussion

Analyzing the position of the Middle East in
new theories of regionalism is important
because proximity to or distance from these
indicators can strengthen or weaken its
regional identity. Regional coalition-building
is key in foreign policy but is difficult due to
each country's preference for its own security
model. In the Middle East, coalitions such as
the Axis of Resistance, the Sunni bloc, and the
Hebrew-Arab coalition affect the region's
security. The existence of these conflicting
discourses threatens the possibility of
establishing a common security complex, as
each is reinforced by the negation of the
other.Security interdependence means that
changes in the security of one unit affect other
units. This can be positive or negative.
Multiple crises, such as state-building
challenges, minority separatism, radicalism,
and environmental issues, negatively impact
this interdependence in the Middle East
(Buzan, 2003: 256). The friendship or
hostility pattern ranges from genuine
friendship to suspicion and fear, manifesting
as border disputes, ethnic tensions, ideological
differences, and historical conflicts. A
security complex requires at least two regional
powers; in West Asia, the diversity of internal
actors and external interventions complicates
conditions.  Relative  independence s
essential, but the historical presence of foreign
powers and numerous military bases
undermine the independence of many Middle
Eastern countries. Proximity or neighborhood
is valuable for a security complex. Close
geographical threats are more intense, and
countries closely monitor neighboring states'
actions. This proximity can prevent
extraregional powers' influence and ensure no
direct threat from neighbors.

Conclusion

After declining in the 1970s, regionalism
revived in the 1980s and gained momentum in
the 1990s. New regionalism has many
differences from old theories of convergence
such as functionalism, neo-functionalism,
institutionalism, and neo-institutionalism. The
strength of new regionalism compared to
previous discourses lies in the inadequacy of
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these views in analyzing structural
transformations and power relations. In the
1930s, regionalism was a movement aimed at
achieving economic self-sufficiency and
protectionism. However, from the 1980s
onward, it changed with the spread of
deregulation, privatization, extraversion, and
neoliberalism. From 1980 until now, new
regionalism can be observed on three levels:
the first level involves the formation of mega-
regions with the institutionalization of market
society and the reduction of the meaning of
citizenship; the second level involves the
formation of sub-regions influenced by
historical heritage and economic forces; and
the third level involves micro-regions within
state borders with an export-oriented
approach. New regionalism has features such
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