Iranian Association
of Geopolitical

ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112

Geography(Regional Planning)
Volume 13 (Special Issue 1), Winter 2024

Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Historiography of the Components of Visual Aesthetics in the Cities of the Islamic
World With an Emphasis on Ashura and the Holy Quran

Davod Ranjbaran !, Esmail Bani Ardalan !, Masoumeh Habibi Afratakhti”?
1. Member of the faculty of Tehran University of Art, Faculty of Theoretical Sciences and Advanced Art

Studies

2. Visiting Lecturer - Payam Noor University, Sari, Iran.

ARTICLEINFO

Abstract

PP: 63-74

Use your device to scan and
read the article online

[=]55 5 ]

i

Keywords:

Comparative stud,
Ashura, Visual aesthetics,
the beauty verse.

Based on the famous sentence "l saw nothing but beauty" in the sayings of
Zainab (PBUH), Ashura contains a lot of tangible or visual, sensible, and logical
beauty. In addition to the historical reports of this prominent event, many
researchers have studied Ashura's political, social, cultural, and moral aspects.
Generally, the political, social, cultural, and moral analysis was the essentiality
of fighting against oppression, and these were the messages inferred from
Ashura. This event has been one of the bitterest events throughout history.
According to the reports, this event has been full of cruelty, tyranny, and
bloodshed; however, a beautiful, pleasant, and very glorious truth lies behind its
great grief and sorrows. This paper compares the visual beauty of Ashura with
the sixth verse (beauty) of An-Nahl Surah (They are also pleasing to you when
you bring them home and when you take them out to graze) following the fifth
verse (And He created the cattle for you as a source of warmth, food, and many
other benefits.) This exploratory and descriptive study aims to establish a
connection between the events of Ashura and the Quran and extract and identify
the tangible beauty or objective of Ashura’s day and night based on library tools,
and first-hand historical and narrative books and resources. The results show that
the visual beauty of Ashura includes two sections compared with the 6th verse
(beauty) of An-Nahl Surah: The beauty in the events of Ashura night, and the
beauty in the events of Ashura day.
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Introduction

After the death of the Prophet Muhammad,
numerous political and social events unfolded
in the Islamic world. In 61 AH, conditions led
Imam Hussein (A.S.)) to stand against
corruption and oppression, culminating in the
tragic event of Ashura. On the day of Ashura,
Imam Hussein and his companions were
martyred after fighting against the forces of
disbelief. The enemies hastened to plunder
and loot the contents of the tents, setting them
ablaze, and taking the daughters of Fatimah
Zahra (A.S.) as captives.Beneath the events of
Ashura lies a profound beauty, both external
and spiritual, which can be revealed through
contemplation. What is the beauty of the
Ashura event from the perspective of Lady
Zaynab (S.A)), particularly in light of her
immortal statement, "l saw nothing but
beauty," and how does it relate to the aesthetic
principles of the Quran?

Methodology

This paper is based on interpretations of the
Quran, particularly the "Tafsir al-Mizan," and
on reliable Hadiths and traditions from both
Shia and Sunni sources. The research method
employed is descriptive-exploratory. The
research tools include library resources and
the study of primary historical and narrative
sources. Initially, different types of beauty as
described in the Quran are categorized.
Following this, the paper provides a detailed
analysis of visual beauty with a focus on the
verse related to beauty (Ayah al-Jamal).
Finally, a connection is established between
this verse and the beautiful events of Ashura.

Results and Discussion

In the Quran, beauty is generally categorized
into two types: tangible or visual beauty
(external or apparent) and conceptual or
spiritual beauty (inner or intrinsic). One of the
verses that specifically addresses tangible
beauty is verse 6 of Surah An-Nahl, where
Allah uses the term "Jamal" to describe
material beauty. The term "Jamal” refers to
adornment and visual appeal. Allah says: "In
the cattle (there is) beauty for you, when you
bring them out to pasture in the morning, and
when you drive them back in the evening”
(Surah An-Nahl 16:6). This movement of

livestock and divine blessings serves as a
metaphor, symbol, and sign of tangible and
apparent beauty. This metaphor is also evident
in the events of the night and day of Ashura,
as highlighted by the words of Lady Zainab
(peace be upon her). The correlation between
the visual beauty of Ashura's events and verse
6 of Surah An-Nahl can be divided into two
parts:Beauty in the Events of the Night of
Ashura: The gathering of companions around
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), the
loyalty shown by relatives and allies, the gift
of five garments for the liberation of captives,
the removal of veils from the eyes of the
companions, the joy of Burair and Habib ibn
Muzahir, the supplications of the followers of
Imam Hussein, and the joining of thirty-two
enemies to their side, as well as the measures
taken to protect the tents.Beauty in the Events
of the Day of Ashura: The military
arrangements, Imam Hussein’s fiery sermon
and divine assistance, the battle of Imam
Hussein’s followers against the enemy army,
the combat of Imam Hussein’s family against
the enemy forces, the assembly of Ibn Ziyad,
and the intense dialogue between Zainab
(peace be upon her) and him.

Conclusion

In the year 61 AH, the event of Ashura took
place, resulting in the martyrdom of Imam
Hussein (PBUH) and his companions. Imam
Hussein's family was captured and taken to the
palace of Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad in Kufa.
There, Ibn Ziyad asked Lady Zainab (PBUH),
"What do you think about your brother and his
family?" Lady Zainab responded, "I have seen
nothing but beauty," reflecting her view of
both the tangible and intangible aspects of
Ashura, related to Quranic aesthetics.In the
Quran, beauty is categorized into two types:
tangible (visual or external) and intangible
(inner or spiritual). Specifically, verse 6 of
Surah An-Nahl addresses tangible beauty,
using the term "Jamal"” to describe material
beauty. This term, meaning adornment and
attractiveness, appears only once in the Quran.
This concept can also be observed in the
events of Ashura, as noted in Lady Zainab's
statements.The distinction of this research
from other studies is that while other sources
have examined the aesthetics of Ashura from
literary and cultural perspectives, none have
compared the visual beauty of Ashura with
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Quranic verses and the statements of Lady
Zainab. Future research should explore the
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