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The purpose of this article is to forecast the development of religious tourism in
Yazd province. The position of Yazd province in terms of the tourism industry
and having options for religious tourism requires the development of tourism
development strategies based on the future and the identification of possible
and desirable scenarios for the development of religious tourism in the
province. The research method is field and qualitative. The statistical
population includes documents, documents and texts obtained from interviews
with experts and the sampling method is purposeful. To group and weight the
identified components of the research, the beta method test under the software
(SPSS and Atlas T) was used. The results showed that tourism, which has a lot
of scope for promotion in the country, can free the country from a single
product and heavy dependence on oil. While there is an urgent need to earn
foreign currency through tourism in the country, this industry can also help to
reduce unemployment to some extent. For this reason, the tourism industry
plays a vital role in economic evaluations. The total number of sources that
were fully reviewed and coded was 30 out of 105 documents that were
excluded from the review process according to the output criteria. Also, more
than 807 open codes were extracted from the approved sources in the previous
steps. After examining the open codes and categorizing them, the researcher
has categorized them into 8 concepts, 19 sub-categories and 21 main categories
using the Strauss and Corbin paradigm, and by conducting interviews and data
analysis, a deeper understanding in He has obtained a relationship with the
issues raised.

Citation: Mirhoseini, A., Nayebzadeh, Sh., Rusta, A. (2023). Investigating the Development of Religious
Tourism in Yazd Province with a Combined Approach. Geography (Regional Planning), 13(51), 599-

617

DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2024.301110.3259

* Corresponding author: Shahnaz Nayebzadeh, Email: snayebzadeh@iauyazd.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Geography (Regional Planning), Vol 13, Issue 51, Summer 2023 600

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The development of tourism as a cultural
phenomenon creates enough opportunity for
interaction and cultural exchange between
the tourist and the host society and is related
to people, their motivations, desires, needs
and aspirations. On the other hand, the
extrapolation of foresight in the field of
scientific methods of studying tourism
sectors is caused by factors such as:
"intensification of competition in the market
of tourism services, government restrictions,
financing of projects in the field of tourism
and the increasing importance  of
technological competences in the
development of the components of the
tourism sector". ; Therefore, the need for the
practical application of foresight
technologies is felt more than ever. Tourism
activity, in the case of efficient planning and
management and with a forward-looking
approach, is able to provide many direct and
indirect economic, social and cultural
benefits to the beneficiaries. Foresight
projects include the combination of various
methods that are widely known in
forecasting:  "Delphi  method, SWOT
analysis, scenario creation, extrapolation
method, creation of strategic road maps,
brainstorming,  morphological  analysis
method and..." Meanwhile, planning The
scenario is a vital tool for the scientific
evaluation of uncertainties and the formation
of supporting strategies.

Religious tourism, as the oldest and most
prosperous type of tourism, has been able to
place itself in the context of global tourism
due to its structural features and specific
functions, and has been able to allocate an
important part of the economic growth of
countries. Considering the position of Yazd
province in terms of tourism industry and
having options for religious tourism, there is
a need to develop tourism development
strategies based on the future and identify
possible and desirable scenarios for the
development of religious tourism in the
province. In this research, an attempt has
been made to provide a dynamic model with
a dynamic look at religious tourism and pay
attention to the factors affecting it, and on the
other hand, looking back at the issue of what

factors religious tourism can affect, so that
the resulting changes in each of The factors
involved in the model were taken into
consideration and in order to achieve the
expected results and choose the best solution,
the scenarios faced by the religious tourism
sector should be tested.

The purpose of the article is to identify the
components and indicators that determine the
development of religious tourism, grouping
and weighting the components and indicators
that determine the development of religious
tourism. In general, the main problem of the
research is based on the fact that the use of
forecasting technologies can provide the
possibility of predicting their development
scenarios based on key indicators and factors
that reflect growth opportunities in the field
of religious tourism. Provide a strategic
development model. In this regard, the aim of
this research is to answer the question "What
is the future development of religious
tourism in Yazd?" is.

Methodology

The current research is qualitative in terms of
developmental purpose and quantitative in
terms of practical purpose, which deals with
the  foresight of religious tourism
development based on scenario writing (case
study: Yazd) and the first part is based on the
tradition of qualitative research. The method
of doing work in the qualitative part,
thematic analysis; And in the quantitative
part, it is a survey description. The statistical
population of the research consists of experts
in the field of tourism, especially religious
tourism. The data collection tool is the semi-
in-depth interview protocol and the data
analysis method is open coding. validity in
the qualitative part, believability; And in a
small part, the narrative is content.
Reliability in the qualitative part, in the form
of "conducting interviews based on the
protocol and using different interviewees,
conducting interviews by 2 researchers
separately and in parallel and comparing the
researchers' findings with each other, using
audio recorders to accurately record the data
from the interviews , the use of 2 coders to
control the results of coding and
interpretation  of data and  avoid
misunderstandings, viewing the results by the
interviewees and controlling the results with
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the supervisors and advisors, and in the
quantitative part, the Kappa coefficient.

In the first step, after identifying the research
guestions, identifying the sources, and after
confirming the documents based on the input
criteria, data extraction was done using the
coding method. The total number of coded
sources was 30 out of 105 documents. The
next step involves extracting information
from approved documents and sources,
which was extracted from open and content
(core) coding method, more than 807 open
codes.

Results and Conclusion

In the current research, an attempt was made
to present a local model foundation by using
data theory with a comprehensive look at the
factors related to the development of
religious tourism. The lack of simultaneous
attention to various factors and indicators in
the conducted research indicates the need to
present a model that can consider all the
mentioned dimensions at the same time and
help managers in making the right decisions.
The research shows that there is a one-sided
view of the issue; That is, only the factors
affecting religious tourism or only the effects
of the development of religious tourism have
been addressed, and these studies have been
limited to identifying a small number of
factors, and the issue that changes in each of
these factors can lead to what results in Each
of the outcome dimensions has not been
taken into consideration.

In this research, factors affecting the
development of religious tourism were
identified in 4 categories: individualistic
factors, market-oriented factors,
environmental factors, and belief-oriented
factors. With the increase of urban life and
the increase of people's busyness, the time to
buy essentials and necessities of life has
become more limited, and people prefer to
buy from large stores. The analysis of the
collected data showed that the store
environment has a positive effect on the
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