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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The issue of development is one of the issues that is discussed not only in the
PP: 303-322 field of sociology of development, but also in many areas of sociology in
particular and social sciences in general. For this purpose, in this research, the
obstacles to the development of industries in Ilam province and its sociological
study were investigated in order to strengthen the platform and introduce the
capacity and capabilities of the province to the country. For this purpose, semi-
structured interviews were conducted with 18 experts and informants. The
exploratory concepts resulting from these interviews were based on the nature
(Okd0) and related concepts of 124 open codes, after which the researcher reached

saturation and the interviews ended. In the following, MaxQda 2018 software
s was used to perform the central categorization and the main categorization, and
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DE finally 124 open codes, 39 central codes, and 20 selective codes were obtained,
which are categorized as causal factors, interventionists, consequences, The
strategies were put in context. After identifying the codes, CVR and CVI were

Keywords: used to check the validity of the obtained qualitative codes. Finally, after proving

Ilam, Development, the validity of the qualitative codes, a questionnaire of 100 questions was

Economy, Politics. designed and distributed among 140 experts and industrial owners. After

extracting the codes and categorizing them, the calculated concepts were divided
into six elements (causal conditions, central phenomenon, strategies,
consequences, intervention conditions and background conditions). According
to the results of this research and based on the key categories extracted from the
coding, we can consider.
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Introduction

Industry and industrialization, despite their
relatively short history of less than three
centuries, have had profound effects on
humans and their environment. The Industrial
Revolution in Western Europe and its spread
to other parts of the world established
industrialization as a primary approach to
economic  development in  developing
countries (IRNA, 2019). Today, development
is closely associated with industrialization,
which contributes to economic growth and
improved public living standards (Ghasemi,
2008). Development is a complex process
involving economic, social, cultural, and
political changes (Qorbani,
2016).Modernization theories, synonymous
with development, examine the transition to
modern societies and were the dominant
theories until the 1970s (Aziz & Ghafari,
2005). Modernization is described as a
process of change towards modern and
developed systems (Eisenstadt, 1960; Moore,
1965). These theories address economic,
social, and psychological changes and
emphasize the need for progress (Ritzer, 1995;
Lerner, 2004).In Iran, industrial development
is recognized as a driving force for economic
growth and improved social welfare (Salimi
Far, 2003). Research indicates that social
capital and institutional quality are key factors
in industrial development (Akbari et al., 2019;
Ghazani et al., 2018). In Ilam Province,
challenges such as the Iran-lraq War and lack
of infrastructure present significant obstacles
to industrial development (Nili et al., 2003).

Methodology

This study aims to develop a model addressing
causal, contextual, intervening factors,
strategies, and outcomes related to
underdevelopment in llam Province, using
grounded theory methodology. It is a
fundamental, empirical research, with data
collected through interviews and analyzed
using a mixed exploratory approach. The
research employs grounded theory to
understand various factors influencing
underdevelopment, utilizing semi-structured
interviews for qualitative data and structural
equation  modeling  for  quantitative
analysis.The study includes interviews with

experts in three categories: development and
economics scholars, industry managers, and
administrative experts. A sample of 140
participants, including industrial unit owners
and development experts, was used. Data
collection  continued until  theoretical
saturation was achieved with 18 targeted
interviews. Qualitative data were analyzed
using MaxQDA software, while quantitative
data were analyzed with SPSS and SmartPLS
software for structural equation modeling.The
research phases included reviewing literature,
qualitative data collection and analysis, and
guantitative data collection and analysis. The
study ensures reliability and validity through
various methods, including triangulation and
factor analysis.

Results and Discussion

This study aimed to identify and analyze the
factors related to the underdevelopment of the
industrial sector in Ilam Province using
Grounded Theory. The research consisted of
three main stages: collecting qualitative data
through interviews with three groups of
industry and development experts, analyzing
the data to extract initial, axial, and selective
codes, and finally developing the final
model.In the first stage, 124 open codes, 39
axial codes, and 20 selective codes were
extracted and categorized into causal factors,
intervening factors, outcomes, strategies, and
contextual factors. These codes included
important categories such as managerial
weaknesses, motivation crises, and
environmental conditions.The results indicate
that the main categories include causal
conditions (such as particularism and
managerial weaknesses), contextual
conditions (negative bureaucracy and weak
collective work culture), and intervening
conditions (motivation crises and
environmental conditions).  Additionally,
outcomes like the bloating of the public sector
and the reinforcement of anti-production
culture were identified. The study emphasizes
the importance of reforming mental structures
and addressing issues of particularism and
tribalism to achieve industrial development.

Conclusion

Development is a critical topic discussed
across various fields, including sociology and
social sciences. Sociologists distinguish
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between "growth," which refers to material
progress and economic production, and
"development,” which encompasses progress
in all aspects of life. This distinction leads to
discussions of economic, political, social,
cultural, and human development. Despite
significant investments in Ilam Province,
including resources allocated over the past
decade, it remains underdeveloped compared
to other regions. Factors such as its remote
location, challenging geography, inadequate
infrastructure, and administrative
inefficiencies contribute to this issue. The
province's lack of investment attraction is
exacerbated by poor management, insufficient
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