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In the Persian Gulf region, borders are still in their nascent stages, and their
evolution will be a gradual process, ultimately replacing border areas. The
primary aim of this research is to devise a strategic model for addressing Iran's
maritime border challenges with southern Persian Gulf countries. The research
methodology is based on Piage Saunders and layered analysis, utilizing a
MIXED METHOD approach as the primary investigative tool. Data collection
involves library research, including various articles and books, direct
observation, interviews, and questionnaires. Qualitative data analysis employs
the Corbin and Strauss method. Findings indicate that establishing a distinct
perception among potentially adversarial neighbors and strengthening border
dispute management systems are vital for fostering communication.
Additionally, background conditions identified in developing the relationship
evaluation model highlight heightened competition among neighbors, perceived
challenges, diverse decision-making patterns based on country differences, and
the complexity of border dispute resolution activities. Identifying factors
influencing decision-making and shifts in expectations underscores the need for
tailored packages based on environmental contingencies and country disparities.
Changes in cross-border interactions, such as trade, economic activities,
technological advancements, collective knowledge enhancement, and
communication pattern variations, necessitate a dynamic and continuous process
for evaluating border dispute resolution models. Providing long-term benefits to
mitigate challenges and enhance economic efficacy requires analyzing
neighbors' expectations and thought patterns.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This region has long been a battleground for
conflicts and disputes since the inception of its
southern border countries. Recent examples
include Irag's occupation of Kuwait and the
border conflict between Qatar and Saudi
Arabia. Nearly all Arab countries in this
region have border disputes among
themselves. It's evident that the Arab
countries of the Persian Gulf region face more
border disputes than other Arab countries in
the Middle East. Despite the formation of the
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council in the early
1980s among the region's six countries,
disputes and border clashes have persisted,
largely unresolved. British colonialism played
a significant role in creating territorial and
border disputes in the region, evident in
conflicts such as those between Kuwait and
Irag, Bahrain and Qatar, and the seven
sheikhdoms of the United Arab Emirates. It's
remarkable that all Persian Gulf countries
have territorial and border disputes with each
other, to an extent unparalleled in any other
region worldwide.

Methodology

The research method follows Piaget's
Saunders layered approach. Utilizing a
MIXED METHOD approach is central to our
research. Data collection involves library
research, utilizing various articles and books,
direct observation, interviews, and
guestionnaire administration. The Corbin and
Strauss method was employed for qualitative
data analysis. Following open coding, this
method identifies causal conditions, central
and intervening phenomena, and background
conditions. Ultimately, it aims to present a
logical paradigm or an objective depiction of
the discussion.

Results and Discussion

Border disputes foster insecurity in bilateral
relations and pessimism towards geopolitical
conditions, hindering efforts for mutual
survival. These disputes encompass specific
actions and interactions influenced by
"regional factors,"” "extra-regional factors,"
and "historical differences.” These differences
manifest diversely in interstate interactions
and should not be oversimplified. This article

employs a comprehensive approach and
gualitative research method, inspired by
Strauss and Corbin's theory, to investigate and
present a model for managing Iran's border
disputes with southern Persian Gulf countries.
The sample size for interviews, 30 experts,
was determined based on theoretical
saturation. Data analysis utilized the data-
based theory strategy, encompassing open,
central, and selective coding, alongside the
theory's foundational model, to develop the
extracted model. Interview questions were
categorized into six groups: 1) Causal
conditions of border disputes, 2) Background
conditions, 3) Intervening conditions, 4)
Central phenomenon, 5) Strategies and
actions of stakeholders, and 6) Consequences.
From the perspective of political geography
experts consulted in this research, the outcome
of border disputes leads to heightened security
threats and underlying mediating conditions
that foster instability in the region,
consequently diminishing international social
capital and increasing unpredictability in
countries' behavior. This reduction in political
connections,  cultural  ties,  regional
affiliations, and economic engagements
underscores the broader impact of border
disputes.

Conclusion

The findings of this research reveal that border
disputes instigate feelings of insecurity among
stakeholders and breed pessimism toward the
geopolitical landscape, hampering efforts for
self-preservation. Such disputes encompass
specific actions and interactions influenced by
"regional factors,"” "extra-regional factors,"
and "historical differences.”" These disparities
manifest in diverse ways in inter-country
interactions and should not be oversimplified.
Qualitative data analysis highlights conditions
shaping the role of maritime borders in Iran's
relations with southern Persian Gulf countries.
According to these results, fostering long-
term benefits to mitigate challenges and
enhancing the economic efficacy of borders
requires understanding and analyzing
neighbors' expectations and thought patterns.
Establishing distinct perceptions among
sometimes  adversarial neighbors  and
bolstering border dispute management
systems are crucial for enhancing
communication.  Moreover, identifying
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background conditions in developing the
relationship assessment model underscores
heightened competitive atmospheres among
neighbors, perceived challenges, diverse
decision-making patterns based on country
differences, and the complexity of border
dispute resolution endeavors. Recognizing
factors influencing decision-making and shifts
in expectations emphasizes the need for
developing tailored packages based on
environmental contingencies and country
distinctions.  Changes in  cross-border
interactions in trade, expansion of economic
activities,  technological  advancements,
collective knowledge enhancement, and
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