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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

In today's world, multicultural societies are widespread, and one of the
PP: 459-474 significant issues these societies face is how to manage their multiculturalism. In
many cases, one culture dominates others, and minority cultures, to avoid being
suppressed, engage in various behaviors and actions that may threaten national
security. Iran, as a multicultural country, needs to focus on the interaction among
its diverse cultures. This study examines the impact of the social functions of
religion on cultural adaptation in Iran. Given that Iran is a religious society with
diverse ethnicities and cultures, creating cultural harmony is essential.
Functionalist views of religion, based on the theories of sociologists like
Durkheim, Simmel, and Berger, have been reviewed. Variables such as social
cohesion, identity, legitimacy, social control, and religious and social
relationships were selected as the functions of religion. Normative, attitudinal,
coercive, and habitual variables were considered the main factors of cultural
adaptation. This research was conducted using a survey method and
questionnaires in areas with migrant ethnicities. The sample size was estimated
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Keywords: Cultural at 250 individuals, and the questionnaires were distributed using a non-
Compatibility, Social probability quota sampling method based on the population of each area,
Function, Religion, resulting in 212 valid questionnaires for final analysis. Data analysis was
Ethnicity, Multicultural performed using SPSS and Amos software. The results of this study indicate that

the five dimensions of the social functions of religion significantly influence
cultural adaptation and ultimately affect cultural harmony.

Citation: Taleb Najafabadi, V., Mohammadi, A., & Hashemianfar, S.A . (2024). Investigating The Effect
of Social Functions of Religion on The Cultural Compatibility of Ethnicities; Case Study: Ethnic
Groups Living in Najafabad, Geography(Regional Planning), 13 (Special Issue 1), 459-474.

DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2024.329921.3571

* Corresponding author: Asghar Mohammadi, Email: asmohamadi@dehaghan.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Geography(Regional Planning)

Volume 13 (Special Issue 1), Winter 2024

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In today's world, multicultural societies are
widespread, and one of the major issues they
face is how to manage multiculturalism.
Often, one culture dominates others, and
minority cultures, in an effort to prevent their
erasure, engage in various behaviors and
actions that may threaten national security.
Iran, as a multicultural country, must pay
attention to the interaction between its diverse
cultures. This study examines the impact of
the social functions of religion on cultural
adaptation in Iran. Given that Iran is a
religious society with diverse ethnic groups
and cultures, fostering cultural adaptation is
essential. Functional perspectives of religion
based on the theories of sociologists like
Durkheim, Simmel, and Berger have been
reviewed. Variables such as social cohesion,
identity, legitimacy, social control, and
religious social relations have been selected as
the functions of religion. This research uses a
survey method and questionnaires in areas
with immigrant ethnicities. We aim to answer
the question: "How can the social functions of
religion affect cultural adaptation?” To
address this, we will reference sociological
theories on social functions and cultural
adaptation.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a survey
method and questionnaires in areas with
immigrant ethnicities. The sample size was
250 people, selected using a non-probabilistic
guota sampling method based on the
population of each area. Out of these, 212
valid questionnaires were used for the final
analysis. Data analysis was performed using
SPSS and Amos software.

Results and Discussion

The results of the correlation tests indicate a
direct, positive, and significant relationship
between social cohesion and cultural
adaptation (p<0.001). Social cohesion has the
highest correlation with the habitual
dimension (r=0.289) and the lowest with the
obligatory dimension (r=0.198). Social
cohesion resulting from religion has the
highest correlation with the habitual
dimension of cultural adaptation (r=0.326)

and the lowest with the normative dimension
(r=0.141). There is also a direct, positive, and
significant relationship between social control
and cultural adaptation (p<0.001). Social
control has the highest correlation with the
obligatory dimension (r=0.290) and the lowest
with the attitudinal dimension (r=0.212).
Internal control has the highest correlation
with the obligatory dimension of cultural
adaptation (r=0.247), and external control has
the lowest with the attitudinal dimension
(r=0.159). The relationship between identity
and cultural adaptation is also direct, positive,
and significant (p<0.001). Identity has the
highest correlation with the habitual
dimension (r=0.443) and the lowest with the
obligatory dimension (r=0.226). Religious
identity has the highest correlation with the
normative dimension of cultural adaptation
(r=0.356) and the lowest with the obligatory
dimension (r=0.178). Modern identity did not
show a significant relationship with cultural
adaptation. Similarly, there is a direct,
positive, and significant relationship between
legitimacy and cultural adaptation (p<0.001).
Legitimacy has the highest correlation with
the habitual dimension (r=0.369) and the
lowest with the obligatory dimension
(r=0.216). Legitimacy resulting from religion
has the highest correlation with the habitual
dimension of cultural adaptation (r=0.393)
and the lowest with the obligatory dimension
(r=0.208).  Legitimacy resulting from
democratic laws did not show a significant
relationship with cultural adaptation.

Conclusion

This study aimed to examine whether "the
social functions of religion influence the
cultural adaptation of ethnic groups.” Based
on the hypotheses tested, we found that the
social functions studied significantly affect
cultural adaptation within the population
surveyed. The results of this research are not
directly comparable to other studies due to its
unique focus. For instance, research in
European and American contexts often
addresses how the religion of immigrants
creates cultural challenges for host societies
and is viewed through a security lens, given
recent issues in these regions. These studies
typically focus on religion as a variable
contributing to cultural incompatibility.
However, it is important to distinguish
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between the social functions of religion and
general religiosity. While religiosity might be
lower in other studies, the specific functions
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