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Empowerment is effective in increasing the welfare and improving the livelihood
of rural residents. But for various reasons, the role of empowerment of rural
residents in planning and policy-making has not been considered. The present
study, in a descriptive-analytical manner, has assessed the position of rural
empowerment in the economic sustainability of rural settlements. The statistical
population of this study is a rural settlement in the central part around the city of
Hamedan. From the total statistical population, 50 settlements were randomly
selected. Selection of rural settlements using stochastic combined sampling
includes relative or stratified sampling. Cochran sampling method was used to
generalize the obtained information to the whole statistical population. The
sample size is equal to 382 random households. Descriptive and inferential
statistics (Kendall Taubi, correlation and path analysis) were used to analyze the
data. The results show that there is a positive and significant relationship between
empowerment and economic stability in the villages around the metropolis of
Hamadan at the alpha level of 0.01, so that with increasing empowerment of
villagers in the studied villages, their economic stability. It also increases, the
most general effect of empowerment on access to sales markets (0.551) and the
least effect on economic diversity (0.126). Empowerment of villagers in the
study area, which has taken place in the form of development programs. It has
increased employment in services and increased investment, easy access of
villagers to financial and credit services, access to sales markets and non-
governmental investments in various fields.

Citation: Maleki, H; Rajabi, A & Armaghan, S. (2024). Explain the role of empowerment in the economic
sustainability of rural settlements around the city of Hamadan (case study of villages in the central
part). Geography(Regional Planning), Special Issue, Number 2, 243-260.

DOI: 10.22034/JGEOQ.2024.281025.3016

* Corresponding author: Azita Rajabi, Email: rajabiazita04@gmail.com
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Geography(Regional Planning), Special Issue, Number 2, Winter 2024 244

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Increasing the capabilities of the villagers has
provided their cooperation in the process of
planning development activities in rural areas;
Therefore, the villagers are interested in
interfering in their destiny and finally, by
improving the economic capacities of the rural
areas, the economic stability of the villagers is
guaranteed. In this framework, since the rural
settlements of the studied area are located in
the vicinity of Hamadan metropolis and have
been facing problems and problems in
achieving various dimensions of
development, especially economic
development, for a long time; The importance
of empowering the villagers and paying
attention to the obstacles to empowering the
villagers in the villages of this region, as well
as the importance of economic development
and improving the living standards of the
villagers on the outskirts of the cities and the
fact that the most vulnerable and poor people
in the countries live in the rural areas require
scientific knowledge. and get more details on
the issue of empowering villagers and
economic development of rural settlements;
Because this type of recognition has helped
greatly to reduce poverty and raise the living
standards of rural settlements, especially in
the study area, and the effect of villagers'
ability on the economic development of rural
settlements in the study area, to advance
development plans and programs. It reveals
the rural economy. Based on this foundation,
the main problem of the current research is to
explain the role of empowering villagers in the
economic stability of rural settlements around
Hamedan city and seeks to answer this
question: What effects does empowering
villagers have on the economic stability of
rural settlements around Hamedan city?

Methodology

This research is applied in terms of purpose
and descriptive-analytical in terms of the
nature of the method. In order to collect
information based on available documents and
using scientific articles, books, reports and
information  available in  government
organizations and institutions, it has been
done in both library and field methods. The
geographical area of this research is the

villages located around Hamedan metropolis.
Also, according to the statistics announced by
the Management and Planning Organization
of Hamedan province in 2015, out of 18,364
households in the central part of Hamedan
city, 382 households were selected for
research through the Cochran formula and
based on simple random sampling. In this
regard and in order to answer the research
questions, a questionnaire related to the
indicators, items and measures of the
influencing component (independent variable,
empowerment) and the influencing
component (dependent variable, economic
stability) was prepared in three sections. In the
first part, the personal characteristics of
gender, age, position, educational
qualification, etc., in the second part of the
body of questions, which were set in the form
of closed answers using a five-point Likert
scale, and in the third part, one to three open-
ended questions related to the presentation
Comments and suggestions were used.

Results and Discussion

Based on the field findings of the research, out
of the total questionnaire distributed among
the respondents of the studied villages, the
rate is 8% in Abro village, in Elvand Kouh
Gharbi, Chah Dasht and Sangistan villages, it
is 12%, in Elvand Kouh East, Gonbad and
Hagmataneh villages 6 The percentage was
20% in Jihun Dasht and 18% in Shurdasht. It
should be noted that the distribution of this
amount of questionnaires among the
investigated villages has been determined
using the proportional method.

The analysis of numerical average results
from the calculation of indicators of market
access, agricultural product insurance,
investment, employment increase, credit
access, economic diversity and income
increase in the stability of the rural economy
among the respondents indicates that the
average values obtained in 5 The index of
increase in income, access to the market,
access to credits, increase in employment and
investment from the theoretical mean of utility
3 and other indicators are also evaluated lower
than the theoretical mean. The significant
difference obtained at the alpha level of 0.05
shows that the indicators of agricultural
products insurance and economic diversity are
higher than the alpha level of 0.05% and are
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not significant and the rest of the indicators
are less. They are alpha, meaningful and
effective

Conclusion

The villages around the city of Hamadan
(Qasim Abad, Hassan Abad, Yeken Abad,
Shorin, Cheshme Malek, etc.) are among the
most important centers of settlement of
migrant populations from villages and even
small towns. Due to the privilege of proximity
and coexistence with the city of Hamadan,
these villages have faced economic changes,
including the deterioration of the agricultural
sector, which is the most important economic
pillar and the biggest source of income for
rural households, especially in terms of job
opportunities and benefiting from
infrastructure services. This issue has become
the basis for the excessive growth of the
population in this type of village. For this
purpose and in order to deal with social and
economic crises, measures have been taken in
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