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Policy capacity is among the most fundamental concepts in political science,
there is considerable disagreement over its definition and very few systematic
efforts try to operationalize and measure it. This article presents a conceptual
framework for analyzing and measuring policy capacity under which policy
capacity refers to the competencies and capabilities important to policy-
making. Competences are categorized into three general types of skills essential
for policy success - analytical, operational and political - while policy
capabilities are assessed at the individual, organizational and system resource
levels. Of course, in addition to these 9 bases, the relationship between these
levels of political capacity is alsol considered. The research findings show that
the reformist currents have been relatively successful in policy-systemic and
analytical-individual capacity and the fundamentalist currents have been
relatively successful in policy-organizational and operational-organizational
capacities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The political and sociological literature on
the state regularly uses the concept of
"political capacity" and related terms and
ideas, such as "power"”, "state power" and
"institutions”. The concept of political
capacity (in its various forms) has existed for
decades and was an important element in
much of German social theory in the 19th
and 20th centuries, but it was only in the
1980s that the topic was systematized. It
became from the literature of the
development of countries. Despite this
theoretical history, there are not many
definitions of political capacity. The various
meanings of political capacity are due to the
variety of applied concepts, including in
politics, history, sociology, and economics.
The concept of political capacity is also used
in different dimensions and levels of
analysis. The lack of a coherent definition is
evident even at a cursory glance. What
follows is a summary of important theoretical
orientations in the literature of political
capacity and examples of empirical studies
that are conducted from  different
orientations. These orientations and historical
and quantitative examples are summarized in
Table 1. First, the different concepts of
political capacity were rooted in the
fundamental conflict between the
government and civil society. Therefore,
theories related to political capacity were
used to show the power of governments, and
in this way, the government used it to show
its superiority over civil society, in contrast
to civil society by attacking the government's
capacity. In order to make these capacities
smaller, it is used to make them available to
the people. Other related theories and
definitions have not considered political
capacity as a function of the conflict between
the government and civil society, but instead
consider political capacity as a function of
the policy of cooperation and interaction of
the two mentioned spectrums. Emphasizing
technocratic competence, these theories
consider political capacity through policy
priorities,  decision-making  and its
implementation. In  some places, the
definitions of political capacity included the
direction of the government and political

currents of their capacity compared to its
analysis at the international level.

Methodology

This research is a type of cognitive research
that has been carried out in a descriptive-
analytical way. All data related to the
research has been collected in a library and
survey form. The library section was inspired
by existing sources and the survey section
included extensive studies by researchers
from various sources, the use of researchers'
theories and perspectives, and the adaptation
of theories to the research topic.

Results and Discussion

Determining the limits and indicators of the
political capacity of the political currents of
each country, including the political currents
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, or presenting
a symbol of it, although it is not an
impossible task, but it is a very difficult task.
On the other hand, knowing the indicators of
the political capacity of the political currents
of each country plays an important role in the
formation of its identity and continuity, and
therefore, it is very necessary. In other
words, at the national level, capacity in
general and political capacity in particular, as
important talents and capabilities for
policymaking, can even shape the identity of
any political faction or movement. Political
capacity measures the ability of a
government, political movement or faction to
extract resources from a population
according to their level of economic
development. An efficient government,
current, or political faction is able to meet or
exceed their expected extraction capability,
and ineffective currents and even
governments cannot reach their expected
extraction levels.

Conclusion

The complex society of the new era needs
both competition and agreement.
Competition, on the other hand, makes it
possible to respond appropriately to the
inevitable social diversity in the ever-
changing world. Competition between
discourses and social trends is a necessary
thing to survive in today's world conditions.
In the theoretical structure of the current
research, biases are considered to recognize
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the political capacity of factions and political
currents in the Islamic Republic of Iran

depending on

political credibility, the

exercise of political power, the level of
public support and respect for citizen's rights.

In

other words, the content abstract of
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