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Afghanistan has many commonalities with Iran in various fields. But despite
these commonalities, there are various challenges and obstacles in the path of
convergence of these two countries. In the early years of Pahlavi's rule, the
governments of Iran and Afghanistan postponed their fundamental differences
to another time due to their efforts to stabilize their position, and for this
purpose, they signed the Saad Abad Pact (Non-aggression Pact). But the
relations between the two countries did not last because Trkiye was too close
to Iran. During the second Pahlavi period in the economic field, the relations
between the two countries grew significantly, but the relations between the two
countries faced a new challenge with the dispute over the rights of Abe
Hirmand. After the victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran, there were ups and
downs in the relations between the two countries. In the early years of the
revolution and also during the period of the emergence of the Taliban in
Afghanistan, the relations between the two countries were cut off. After the
formation of the elected government in Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, while supporting the government of this country, played an important role
in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. However, despite the deep social relations
between the two countries, efficient economic diplomacy has not dominated the
relations between the two countries in any of the periods after and before the
revolution. It seems that the lack of unity of opinion and coordination of the
country's officials in determining the economic strategy, the influence of
ideological factors and the role of other countries such as China, Pakistan and
America in the relations between the two countries and the water tension of the
two countries; One of the main factors of the inefficiency of the economic
diplomacy of Iran and Afghanistan has been the solution of which requires a
change of attitude both in the field of thought and in the field of

implementation and operation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Economic  diplomacy is essentially the
communication between subjects whose main
purpose is to influence cross-border decisions in
economic activities; Activities such as exports,
imports, investment, lending and aid, and
migration pursued by governments and non-state
actors. In this regard, one of the important issues
in the economic diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran is the use of the capacity of
neighboring countries. Among these countries,
Afghanistan has a special importance and
position in Iran's economic diplomacy due to its
special economic situation. Iran and Afghanistan,
where Amanullah Khan and Reza Shah came to
power, mostly sought to stabilize their internal
situation, but due to internal reforms, peace in the
borders and neighbors; They preferred to
postpone their basic differences on the borders to
another time. But during the second Pahlavi
period, the relations of the countries of the region
were affected by the Cold War atmosphere and
after the end of the Second World War and the
emergence of the Pashtunistan issue, and on the
other hand, the distance from the Russian roads,
Afghanistan practically lost the possibility of
using the northern and southern routes for the
transit of goods. As a result, Iran was the most
suitable option for exporting goods to
Afghanistan and meeting the economic needs of
that country at that time, and after the Islamic
Revolution, Iran became Afghanistan's largest
trading partner. However, the re-imposition of US
sanctions against Iran has somewhat complicated
the prospect of Afghanistan's economic relations
with Iran. However, there are many capacities in
Iran-Afghanistan relations that can be used to
minimize a significant part of the pressures
caused by economic sanctions. Also, after the
victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran during the
instability caused by the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan (1989-1979 AD), the economic
relations between Tehran and Kabul decreased
sharply. The Soviet aggression, along with the
imposed war in Irag, made the relatively calm
atmosphere of the region tense for the expansion
of bilateral exchanges between the governments
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Afghanistan.
The withdrawal of the Soviet forces from
Afghanistan and then the end of the invasion of
Irag was considered a new promise for the
improvement of economic relations between

Tehran and Kabul, but the beginning of the long-
term civil war of the Afghan Mujahideen (1996-
1989 AD) prevented the achievement of such a
goal. The rise of the Taliban (1996-2001 AD)
brought unfortunate business results for Iran.

Methodology

This research is practical in terms of its purpose,
and since it seeks to investigate the obstacles and
challenges of the economic diplomacy
development of Iran (in the Pahlavi period and
the Islamic Republic) and Afghanistan and the
solutions to solve them, it uses the (descriptive-
analytical) research method. has been In order to
achieve the goal and formulate the conditions
correctly, university written texts including books,
articles, internet, etc. will be used.

Results and Conclusion

Based on the findings of the research, it can be
assessed that Iran and Afghanistan have relative
territorial and human advantages for each other.
But the lack of proper management of these
privileges and the presence of regional and
extra-regional powers in Afghanistan due to the
geopolitical importance of this country and as a
result the emergence of threats such as terrorism
and the emergence of the issue of smuggling and
threats to Iran's national security from within
Afghanistan, as well as water issues and the
escalation of hydropolitical disputes and The
lack of proper management by the two countries
has prevented the establishment of a stable
relationship based on good neighborliness based
on geopolitical realities. On the one hand, this
has caused the aggravation of poverty and lack
of development in Afghanistan, and as a result,
the intensification of extremism, the
involvement of foreign powers, the increase of
smuggling and the number of immigrants, and
as a result, it has created an auspicious process in
the problems between the two countries. This
has resulted in the continuation of
underdevelopment, instability and insecurity in
Afghanistan, underdevelopment in the eastern
and southeastern axis of Iran, and threats to
national security for Iran. Therefore, despite Iran
benefiting from a suitable position for
Afghanistan, due to the presence of rival or
enemy regional and extra-regional powers and
the high level of economic, political, cultural,
security and military influence in Afghanistan,
Iran's territorial capacities and strengths are
facing serious inefficiency in this regard. has
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been Iran's government should understand the
geopolitical reality that it cannot create
opportunities and strengthen its position in
Afghanistan and any other country with only
material ~ geopolitical  elements,  without
considering the active activism of actors in the
field of foreign policy, and an active diplomacy,
strategic economic relations and It is purposeful
and also a smart security look at the foreign
environment and the countries of the world,
especially the neighbors, which can be the
reason for Iran's success in the foreign
environment and, for example, the country of
Afghanistan. Afghanistan also needs a dynamic
diplomacy in the political and security fields
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