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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The South Caucasus region is of strategic importance for the Islamic Republic
PP: 1-20 of Iran due to its geo-economic capabilities and geo-political location. Therefore,
any action and factor by its regional and extra-regional actors that leads to a
change in the geography of the region can affect Iran's geopolitical advantages
and change the balance of power to its detriment. This research analyzes the
formation of the Zangzo corridor and its effects on Iran's geopolitics with
descriptive-analytical method. The results of the research show that in the case
of the superiority of Azerbaijan and the realization of the Zangzor Corridor,
E [ T E along with the geographical and geopolitical changes of the region, it will have

political, economic and security consequences for the country of Iran, which will
affect the future of the country's geopolitical position and is one of the
advantages of Iran's superiority. It reduces in favor of competitors in the region
E and the international environment. On the other hand, this region can become an

arena for the presence of extra-regional forces that are rivals and enemies of Iran.
And these can prevent Iran from its geopolitical and geoeconomic goals in
achieving a safe and balanced region in the South Caucasus. Therefore, the
Keywords: Geopolitics, | Zangzor Corridor can be a prelude to the threat to the security and national
South Caucasus region, interests of Iran, which necessitates the strategic decision of the Islamic Republic
Zangezur Corridor, of Iran to prevent the closing of the historical border between Iran and Armenia.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The South Caucasus region is of strategic
importance for the Islamic Republic of Iran
due to its geo-economic capabilities and geo-
political position. Therefore, any action and
factor by its regional and extra-regional actors
that leads to a change in the geography of the
region can affect Iran's geopolitical
advantages and change the balance of power
to its detriment. Therefore, the
implementation of the Zangezur Corridor can
weaken the geopolitical power of Iran and
Armenia. Now, focusing on these concerns,
this article seeks to explain the results and
consequences of the Zangezur Corridor on the
future of Iran's geopolitical situation if it is
implemented and what threats and effects it
will leave on Iran's geopolitical advantages.
And in the future, what strategies should Iran
take to prevent the establishment of the
Zangezur Corridor and to take steps in the
direction of securing national interests in the
direction of regional balance.

Methodology

This article is analytical-descriptive research
in nature and applied research in terms of
purpose, and its data and information are
library and using documentary and written
sources, including books and articles,
documents, statistics and databases. Relevant
data has been collected.

Results and Discussion

In order to understand the root of the conflict
over Karabakh, it is necessary to refer to the
final years of the First World War and the
formation of the two governments of Armenia
and Azerbaijan. After the formation of the
countries of Azerbaijan and Armenia in the
midst of the fall of the tsarist empire and the
dissolution of the Caucasus Republic around
1918, the complicated issue of land disputes
between the nations and ethnicities of this
region arose, and the historical background
and mentality of the parties also deepened the
crisis. The newly established Republic of
Azerbaijan declared Karabagh a part of its
territory by issuing a declaration in January
1919. Despite this, the Armenian claims and
the Nagorno-Karabakh crisis remained silent

for several decades until it led to a military
conflict between the two countries in the late
1980s. The Nagorno-Karabakh war started in
1988 and escalated with the collapse of the
Soviet Union in 1991, and about 20% of the
lands of the Republic of Azerbaijan were
taken over by Armenia. The First Karabakh
War left more than 30 thousand victims. A
ceasefire agreement brokered by Russia and
Kyrgyzstan was signed in May 1994 in
Bishkek. Finally, with the increase in the
scope of threats and tensions, the Second
Karabakh War was formed from September
27 to November 9, 2020 for 44 days. In this
war, the military strategy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, due to the possession of fighter
planes, missile systems and reconnaissance
and military drones that were provided
through Turkey, the Zionist regime and
Pakistan in the past two decades, has changed
from a step-by-step strategy to an offensive
strategy and conflict throughout The contact
lines of Karabagh and the depth of these areas,
including the city of Khankandi (Stepanakert),
were changed. According to the fifth
paragraph of the ceasefire agreement, Russia,
Turkey and the Republic of Azerbaijan
established the  "Karabakh  ceasefire
monitoring center" in the Aghdam region, and
the Russian peacekeeping forces also
deployed on the strategic road from Shusha to
Khankandi (center of Karabakh) to prevent
renewed clashes between the parties.
Armenians and Azeri settled.

Russia, Turkey, Iran, America, the Zionist
regime, China and England are the most
important regional and extra-regional players
in the Caucasus region in this tension, each
pursuing their own geopolitical interests and
each trying to negate each other. The grounds
for the formation of this tension are: 1- revival
of national pride and Ilham Aliyev's
instrumental view of this issue; 2- Removing
the Karabakh spectrum from the arena of
power in Armenia; 3- Azerbaijan's perceived
isolation in relation to the threat of Iran and
Russia and its approach to external neighbors;
4- Russia's attack on Ukraine and creating a
power vacuum in the region; 5- The war of
corridors and the extravagance of Tirkiye's
geo-economic interests;

It seems that the creation of this corridor will
completely cut off Iran's access to Armenia,
and this has negative consequences for Iran in



3 Golkarami & Mostafapour: Zangezur Corridor and the future of Iran's geopolitical location

various economic, transit, political and
security dimensions, which will destroy Iran's
geopolitical advantage and superiority in the
Caucasus region. Thus, Iran's concerns about
the establishment of the Zangezur Corridor
can be explained in two geopolitical and
geoeconomic axes.

Conclusion

In the case of the superiority of Azerbaijan
and the realization of the Zangezur Corridor,
along with the geographical and geopolitical
change of the region and its security, it will
have political, economic and security
consequences for the Islamic Republic of Iran,
which will affect the future of the country's
geopolitical position and the advantages of
Iran's superiority in favor of competitors. It
decreases in the region and the international
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