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The subject of taste in architecture, considering the artistic side of architecture,
has always been the focus of architects and philosophers who have looked at a
building from the inside and outside of a work of art.what we have witnessed in
recent decades is a growing transformation in the taste of users and architects,
particularly in residential buildings, which has led to the emergence of different
spatial organizations in contemporary homes. The objective of this research is to
examine and understand the changes that have occurred in residential architecture
and extract the spatial organization characteristics of contemporary new homes
over the past few decades, based on the evolving architectural taste, especially
from the early 1970s to the late 1990s and even up to the present day in Iran. The
factors that have influenced the participation of spatial organization in enhancing
the way of life will also be explored.This research adopts a qualitative approach
and consists of two parts: the first part is analytical-descriptive, where data is
collected in a library-based manner and using descriptive methods. Concepts and
components related to the relationship between taste and architecture are
extracted based on sociological, psychological, and interpretive paradigms. The
second part is interpretive-historical, where data is collected in a documentary
and library-based manner and using descriptive methods. The changed
components of interest are extracted based on historical paradigms.The results
obtained from the research identify the spatial organization characteristics of
contemporary new homes as follows: 'lack of appropriate spatial organization,'
‘elimination of intermediate spaces,’ 'neglecting the role of constituent elements
of space,' 'importance of finding objects,' 'influence of objects on indoor sounds,'
and 'replacement instead of restoration.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The house is the first concept and phenomenon
that has been continuously and inseparably
associated with the existence of human beings
from yesterday until today. Wherever human life
has prospered, the house has been an integral
part of it. Therefore, architecture and taste
applied in houses have been pursued with
sensitivity and various attractions in different
civilizations. This matter has been so important
that the necessity of this sensitivity has been
symbolically transformed in different periods of
time, and every nation has tried to show its
attention to this issue through symbols and
accepted patterns in its society. Based on this, it
can be said that taste in architecture is more
related to cultural trends of society, especially in
Iran. The house is the most tangible form of
architecture that each of us recognizes and has
experienced the hidden meanings within it.
Research on the subject of house architecture
and living space shows that researchers and
experts have encountered a wide range of
perspectives and approaches. Some Iranian
architectural figures who have experienced life
in different patterns of houses over the past
century provide a deeper understanding of the
characteristics of traditional houses and the
changes and transformations in the concept and
architecture of houses. The inclination for
change and innovation is inherent, and tradition
has always integrated internal and external
forces, establishing an effective relationship
between human needs and architectural
structures throughout its existence. At the
beginning of the 13th century AH, traditional
architects in Iran, who still had a rich tradition as
their source, presented a type of architecture that
was half-traditional and interesting. Gradually,
due to a combination of internal and external
factors, the quality of houses changed, and what
remains for us today is a set of numerical figures
(Baheshti, 2016). Additionally, in most cities in
Iran, residential architecture has become
synonymous  with  construction  without
architecture (Ha'eri, 1996). Among these
changes, blaming a single factor for these
transformations is, in fact, ignoring the role
played by other factors, including the difference
in taste between people and architects regarding
the type of architecture. In the early decades of
the present century, with the implementation of

policies in architecture and urban planning, a
portion of the residential fabric underwent
changes or disappeared, initially in major cities
and subsequently in other cities. This led to the
destruction of central courtyard brick houses and
the emergence of a new pattern of residential
architecture in cities. These new patterns, due to
their attention to certain cultural characteristics
of life and the taste of families, were welcomed
by the people. Furthermore, other residential
patterns such as single and double-story houses
and high-rise apartment complexes with new
architectural and urban planning regulations that
have fewer climatic and cultural features found
in historical houses became prevalent. The
human need for living space and shelter is not
separate from his desires and abilities. It has
always been a secure construction created by his
own hands, shaped and developed over
generations through efforts to fully adapt to the
prevailing environment, climate, and in line with
the tastes, beliefs, culture, and attachments of a
family (Agha, 2018). Today, with the
specialization of sciences and technologies, the
necessities of modern and mechanized society,
national and cultural gaps, this shelter for
families, at best, has been handed over to
architects and then entrusted to developers based
on their own tastes, disregarding the climatic,
cultural, and resident preferences. Thus, it
quickly forms without the presence of its
owners, diminishing the sense of belonging,
security, and dwelling in their imagination
(ibid). In Europe, the process of spatial
organization changes in houses took place
gradually based on the gradual changes in social
relations and at a slower pace compared to Iran.
Industrialization and standardization permeated
all aspects of lifestyle. In some cases, industrial
achievements precisely replaced or strongly
transformed house elements (Ha'eri, 2006).
Therefore, considering the differences in taste
between architects and people, and replacing the
concept and embodiment of a house with a
residential unit, along with its negative
consequences, is an important and crucial issue
that needs to be addressed.

Methodology

The present research approach is qualitative and
consists of two sections. The first section, which
is analytical-descriptive in nature, involves
collecting data in a library format and using
descriptive methods. Concepts and components
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of taste and architecture are extracted based on
sociological, psychological, and interpretive
paradigms of communication. The second
section is interpretive-historical in nature. Data is
collected in a documentary and library format
using descriptive methods. Components that
have undergone changes over time are extracted
based on a historical paradigm of analysis.

Results and Conclusion

exhibits distinct characteristics aimed at
enhancing the effectiveness and impact of both
the city and the building. Modern Iranian
architecture has introduced spatial arrangement
strategies  that depart from traditional
approaches. In the design and construction of
new residential units and houses, the perception
of three-dimensional space has been reduced to
two dimensions, and the interior spaces have
been transformed into uniformly sized boxes
with variations in floor dimensions. In pursuit of
higher profitability, starting from the 1970s,
while the size of each residential unit has
decreased, the number of rooms and enclosed
spaces has increased. However, it is important to
note that in Iranian architecture, each element of
the triad composing a space namely the ceiling,
floor, and walls is no longer merely determined
by material quantities but is employed by
architects to enhance the quality and expansion
of space.

In historical architectural houses, transforming
the ceiling into the sky, the walls into the body,
and the floor into a carpet are considered
techniques to bring life to space. In Iranian
architecture, there are no strict boundaries
imposed in order to breathe life into the space.
For example, rooms in historical houses possess
a space that has the ability to influence the
quality of pause and human presence. Each
room, with one or more panoramic views, has a
living space, and the spatial covering elements
are responsible for defining and empowering the
space, as well as combining it with other spaces
to facilitate and encourage collective activities
and enable diverse individual and social
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