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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

China, which was one of the least developed countries in the 20th century, after
PP: 504-522 extensive reforms in 1979, entered the path of serious economic development and
was recognized as an emerging economic power in the world since 2000. After 23
years have passed since then, China has become an important factor in the world
with its high gross domestic product and as a commaodity production factory in the
world, as well as a huge need for energy and introducing itself as a big investor.
Creation, especially In regions with a special geopolitical and geoeconomic
position. Among these countries, we can mention the countries of the Middle East
Elu." El and especially the Persian Gulf region, which have a large energy capacity to be
present and invest and export energy to China. The Middle East region, with its
many advantages, such as energy and special geographical location, etc., is one of
El e the regions of interest to China. But being in the complex region of the Middle East
always has challenges for actors, especially emerging powers such as China, which
this article tries to address. In this regard, the author tries to find the answer to the
following basic question with an analytical-descriptive method in this article: What
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Entering the third decade of the 21st century,
China is the world's second largest economic
power after the United States, and is now the
leading trading partner of most countries in the
world. It has an economy intertwined with the
global economy, especially Western countries
centered on the United States. Despite its
extensive economic relations with the West,
China has geopolitical competition with them.
Therefore, it has adopted an independent and
unique geopolitical and geoeconomic policy in
order to have a broad presence in different regions
of the world, which is in line with the energy
needs of its industry, as well as consumer markets
and communication corridors. Currently, the
Middle East region, especially the Persian Gulf,
has also received special attention from China,
and the country is trying to enter this region
through the "Belt and Road Initiative™. As China's
presence in the Middle East, especially in the
Persian Gulf region, which is an energy center on
the one hand and the presence of regional powers
such as lIran and Saudi Arabia on the other, is
becoming more prominent. This country is also
facing challenges that it is increasingly facing as
it expands its presence in the said region.
Therefore, in this article, the authors are trying to
analyze the geopolitical challenges of China's
extensive presence in the Middle East. The
present article aims to answer the following basic
question: What challenges are there to China's
extensive presence in the Middle East?

Methodology

This research, using an analytical-descriptive
method and using data collected in a library-
documentary manner, tries to examine the
challenges facing China in its extensive presence
in the Middle East.

Results and Conclusion

China is a country with a large, dynamic
economy and high gross national product and a
need for energy, investment, and more consumer
markets. Therefore, energy regions, regions with
good economic conditions with medium and high
purchasing power, and special geopolitical-
geoeconomic positions are always of interest to
this country. There are challenges in the
development of China's presence in the Middle
East that lead to China's slowing down and

sometimes caution in this area. Some actors and
countries believe that Chinese industries such as
steel, iron and steel, and automobile
manufacturing can be a threat to similar products
in other countries due to China's cheap labor and
low costs. There is also a kind of pessimism in the
form of Chinese investments. Some experts
believe that the Belt and Road Initiative project
and other Chinese contracts in the form of
Chinese investments in countries, especially
developing ones, will cause the colonization of
these countries in the form of bank debts and the
inevitability of these countries to cede many
privileges to China. If the projects are not
profitable, the mentioned countries will have to
pay the losses caused by the investment. Due to
the security and political conditions in the Middle
East, this issue is likely and worrying. This
concern is fueled by the Chinese side's insistence
on not publishing the text of the contracts. Also,
in many Chinese projects, skilled and semi-
skilled Chinese manpower is present in the
destination  countries,  which  prevents
employment, which is the most important goal
and driver of development for the countries in the
region. This concern is much more tangible for
countries such as Iran and Irag, etc. China's
extensive presence in the Middle East has
naturally caused concern for the United States as
the hegemonic power in the region, and this
concern will increase day by day. Therefore,
China is trying not to show itself as a threatening
power to the United States by being soft on
economic issues and not having political and
security challenges with the United States.
China's compliance with US sanctions against
Iran is itself an obstacle to the development of
projects such as the Belt and Road Initiative, and
if Iran is excluded from this project, China will
face huge threats and costs. In addition, the
political and security conditions of the Middle
East and the presence of countries with
conflicting ideas and interests such as Iran-Israel
and Iran-Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf
countries are themselves a major challenge for
China in deepening its trade and political
relations with the countries of the region. In
China's calculations, Iran will remain open for an
indefinite  period under sanctions and
confrontation with the United States, and as a
result, it will be sensitive to getting close to this
country, and now the cost of unilateral closeness
to the Arabs will be much less than the cost of
continuing closeness and supporting Iran.
Overall, the negative perception of the type and
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form of Chinese investments and exports, the
presence of the powerful American hegemony,
and China's decades-long policy of balancing
between rival and hostile powers in the Middle
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