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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The ethnic crises of the first decade of the Islamic Revolution caused many effects
PP: 549-569 on the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The main question has been
raised as follows: What effect did separatist movements have on the national
security of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the first decade of the Islamic
Revolution? In response to this hypothesis, it has been proposed that separatist
movements in the first decade of the Islamic Revolution have become the basis for
weakening the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The findings of the
article show that, in general, in the first decade of the Islamic Revolution, the
Eﬂ." E existence of various crises in various dimensions contributed to endangering the
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. In the meantime, the presence of
separatist groups in Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchistan, Gonbad, etc. caused the
Eﬂ weakening of economic, political, military, etc. security. On the other hand, since

the Islamic Republic of Tran was involved in the war with Iraq and also had recently
established an Islamic Republic government with the overthrow of the Pahlavi
government, the existence of separatist movements is more effective in
Keywords: Crisis, Ethnic | jeopardizing the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Was the current
Crises, National Security, research method is descriptive-analytical. Also, in order to theoretically support this
Separatism research, national security theories have been used.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic Revolution has passed through
difficult passages from its inception in the form of
the Islamic Republic to the stage of establishing a
government based on divine ideals. In the stage of
stabilizing, consolidating, and continuing the
system, events have occurred that are very
important in some ways. After the victory of the
Islamic Revolution, various factions and groups
were formed in different parts of the country,
each of which chose a path and goal other than
the goal of the Islamic Revolution. In this regard,
Marxist groups are considered an important trend.
These groups had raised the slogan of Kurdish
separatism from the very beginning of the victory
of the Islamic Revolution. In Kurdistan, two
major groups, the Democratic Party and Komala,
became the leaders of the slogans against the
Islamic Revolution. Other leftist and atheist
groups, such as the People's Volunteer Guerrilla
Organization, which did not dare to oppose in
other regions of Iran, established numerous bases
in Kurdistan along with the Democrats and
Komala. The interim government, which was
unable to do anything by sending three-member
delegations to resolve the dispute to the region,
finally surrendered to the regional counter-
revolutionaries. Kurdistan became a center of
war, crisis, and tension, and a large part of the
revolutionary forces that should have been used to
rebuild the ruins left by the Pahlavi regime were
sent to the region, and after a long time, the
Kurdistan issue came to an end. After the events
in Kurdistan, leftist groups simultaneously
targeted Gonbad and Turkmen Sahra for their
unrest. Other important developments of
separatism in the first decade of the Islamic
Revolution include the developments in
Khuzestan. The peak of the conflict occurred in
late spring 1979 in Khorramshahr, when military
forces, including the Islamic Revolutionary
Committee, the Guards Corps, and the army, took
action, and by seizing the weapons of the rioters
and arresting a number of them, the revolutionary
forces gained control of the situation. Separatist
movements also took place in Sistan and
Baluchestan and Tabriz, but the peak of these
movements was related to Kurdistan, Gonbad,
and Khuzestan. These separatist movements
confronted the national security of the Islamic
Republic of Iran with a crisis in its various
dimensions and forms. The creation of stagnation

and inflation, weakening of  political
development, widespread social problems,
widespread insecurity in cities, etc. are among the
most important cases indicating the decline in the
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran at
this time. On the other hand, foreign powers,
including the United States and Britain, also
added to the existing insecurity by supporting
separatist groups. Sending financial aid, sending
military equipment, giving advice to the leaders
of separatist groups, etc. were among the most
important ways in which foreign powers helped
the separatists in the first decade of the Islamic
Revolution.

Methodology

This research has evaluated the ethnic crises and
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the first decade of the Islamic Revolution
using a descriptive and explanatory method and
using library and documentary resources.

Results and Conclusion

Looking at the history of Iranian ethnic groups,
acute political uprisings and sometimes violent,
divergent and sometimes separatist movements
seem to be more prominent than their other
prominent  characteristics. The mentioned
characteristics of ethnic groups historically
emerged after the Constitutional Revolution in the
conditions of the formation of the modem state in
Iran in the years 1300 onwards, in the final years
of World War II (1320-24) and also after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution in Bahman
1357, specifically after the great political
transformation and exhibited itself as a complex
and widespread political crisis. The great ethnic
movements of Iran have taken place during the
period of political and socio-economic crises.
Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the
efforts of the domestic oppositions and with the
agreement of the oppositions abroad and some
regional and supra-regional governments, the
ethnic and cultural divisions have changed from
non-intersecting and passive to intersecting and
active divisions, and these factors have created
serious security challenges for Iran. Ethnological
studies in the four regions (Kurdistan-Azerbaijan,
Baluchistan and Khuzestan) indicate the
involvement of international factors in politicizing
ancient relations and interests, such as language
and religion. While the attempt to shape ethnic
identity and localist tendencies is mostly done in
the realm of thought and is intertwined with the
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nationalist category, the emphasis on loyalty and
commitment to specific ideological foundations,
especially considering the diversity and breadth of
religious, political, and intellectual tendencies in
present-day Iran, can be detrimental to the
national unity of Iranian society. Political and
group conflicts in Iran's security areas; conflicts
and disputes between victorious revolutionaries
and some paramilitary groups had intensified
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