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For about a decade, the issue of the hijab of female slaves has attracted attention in
academic circles and, unfortunately, has been exploited by opposing media as a
means to negate the hijab for women, thereby challenging a well-established
jurisprudential principle accepted by all Islamic schools of thought. In this study,
for the first time, using a library-based method and a case study on the hijab of
female slaves' hair, an attempt has been made to examine this issue by relying on
authentic Shiite narrations and jurisprudential texts. Unfortunately, since this issue
has not been specifically addressed in jurisprudential and narrational books, the
related narrations have been overlooked by authors and researchers. Through an
examination of 27 authentic jurisprudential works (listed in the appendix), it was
found that none of these narrations were used to prove the non-obligation of hijab
for female slaves. Another point examined in this study is that the non-obligation of
hijab for female slaves does not contradict the philosophy of hijab—which is to
preserve modesty, control sexual corruption, and protect the family—but rather
demonstrates the comprehensiveness of Islam. By analyzing narrations and the
opinions of jurists, it was concluded that covering the hair is not obligatory for
female slaves. At the same time, it was proven that just as there is a reason and
philosophy for hijab in general, there is also a logical reason and philosophy for the
exemption of elderly women and female slaves from hijab, and these two are not in
conflict. Instead, they reflect the inclusiveness of Islam and its attention to various
segments of society, as well as its emphasis on ease and simplicity in religious
practice.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The obligation of hijab for mature, sane women
in the presence of non-mahram men is a well-
established jurisprudential principle across all
Islamic schools of thought, supported by
numerous Quranic verses and narrations, such as
verse 31 of Surah An-Nur. This verse instructs
believing women to cover their adornments and
use their headscarves to cover their necks and
hair. The scope of hijab includes the entire body
except for the face and hands up to the wrists
(with some differences of opinion regarding the
feet), and there is no significant disagreement
among jurists regarding the obligation to cover
the hair. However, there are two exceptions to the
obligation of hijab:

1) Elderly Women: According to verse 60 of
Surah An-Nur, older women who have no hope
of marriage are permitted to remove their
headscarves and reveal their hair and forearms,
provided they do not engage in self-adornment.
This ruling aligns with the philosophy of hijab,
which is to preserve modesty and prevent sexual
corruption.

2.) Female Slaves: In Islamic jurisprudence,
female slaves are exempt from the obligation of
hijab, although this issue is debated among jurists.
Some consider this ruling absolute, while others
limit it to specific types of female slaves.

The discussion on the hijab of female slaves is
important for two reasons:

- Contemporary Doubts: Some, citing the
exemption of female slaves from hijab, question
whether this ruling contradicts the philosophy of
hijab (preventing sexual corruption).

- Jurisprudential-Theological Aspect: Given that
the mothers of some Shia Imams (such as Imam
Sajjad and Imam Reza) were female slaves, the
question arises as to whether the non-observance
of hijab by female slaves conflicts with moral and
spiritual values.

Due to the lack of jurisprudential research in this
area, particularly in Shia sources, a thorough and
well-documented examination of this issue is
necessary to address related doubts and clarify the
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position of this ruling within the Shia
jurisprudential system.

Methodology

This research is library-based and analytical-
descriptive in nature. It examines the issue of the
non-obligation of hijab for female slaves using
primary Shiite jurisprudential and narrational
sources. First, Quranic verses and narrations
related to hijab, particularly exceptions such as
elderly women and female slaves, were
analyzed. Then, by reviewing the opinions of
jurists and analyzing neglected narrations, an
attempt was made to address the doubts raised in
this regard. Finally, based on three previously
overlooked narrations, it was concluded that the
non-obligation of hijab for female slaves, as a
form of respect for their beliefs and without
contradicting the philosophy of hijab, fits within
the framework of Islamic rulings.

Results and Conclusion

The issue of the non-obligation of hijab for
female slaves has been questioned due to the
emphasis on the connection between hijab,
modesty, and the control of sexual desires. Since
this topic has not been specifically addressed in
jurisprudence, doubts have arisen: some have
challenged the principle of the non-obligation of
hijab for female slaves in defense of hijab, while
others have used this ruling to question the
principle of hijab for Muslim women. Therefore,
a precise jurisprudential examination of this issue
and a re-examination of the related narrations,
which had been overlooked for centuries, were
necessary. After investigation, three previously
neglected narrations revealed that covering the
hair is only not obligatory for female slaves. This
ruling is considered a form of respect by Islam for
the beliefs of female slaves (who were mostly
non-Muslim), and Islam has never prohibited
them from observing hijab. Thus, it becomes
clear that both the obligation of hijab for Muslim
women and the non-obligation of hijab for female
slaves is logically and correctly placed within the
framework of Islamic rulings, with no
contradiction between them.
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