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The West Asian region has witnessed many conflicts and disputes in recent years.
Given the important role that the Islamic Republic of Iran plays in the
developments in this region, the use of deterrence policy and defense diplomacy to
repel threats is considered a strategic issue. This type of policy is influenced by the
doctrine of Ayatollah Khamenei, who believes that in the field of defense and
deterrence, security is considered a fundamental principle, and all governments
should pay attention to its importance in designing their deterrence and defense
diplomacy policies. The main purpose of this article is to explain the different
aspects of the deterrence policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the
defense diplomacy strategies of the Supreme Leader. The question raised in this
article is what components does Iran's deterrence policy in the West Asian region
include based on the defense diplomacy strategies of the Supreme Leader? The
results and findings of the article show that in the Islamic Republic of Iran, defense
cooperation is closely related to the country's foreign policy, and defense diplomacy
is considered a subset of foreign policy. Accordingly, the country's defense
diplomacy stems from the principles and teachings of Ayatollah Khamenei. In his
doctrine, deterrence policy is based on principles such as updating military
equipment, paying attention to military cooperation with friendly and neighboring
countries, strengthening the spirit of self-confidence, and relying on domestic
power. The research method is descriptive-analytical and based on library studies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Security, as one of the most fundamental human
needs, has always played a key role in
strengthening interests and increasing authority.
Governments use various tools to reduce security
threats, the most important of which is
strengthening armaments and military power. The
way these tools are used, now known as defense
strategy, is of great importance. The Islamic
Republic of Iran, due to its strategic position in
West Asia and facing security threats, uses
defensive diplomacy as a tool to mitigate these
threats. West Asia, with its energy reserves and
global communication position, is a strategic and
crisis-prone region. Numerous wars, arms races,
water crises, border disputes, economic and
political dependence of some countries on the
West, and proxy wars are among the factors that
have made the security of this region fragile. In
these conditions, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
relying on the defense-security doctrine of
Ayatollah Khamenei, strives to counter these
threats. This doctrine emphasizes flexibility,
confidence-building, and  focusing  on
commonalities. This article is written with two
main objectives: examining how the defense
doctrine of the Supreme Leader helps in
countering  threats arising from recent
developments in West Asia, such as the Al-Agsa
Storm, and presenting models and theories that, in
the current international context, lead to the
achievement of national interests and security.
These strategies, as responses to external threats,
hold significant importance in the field of defense
diplomacy.

Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical
method. In this approach, the researcher
describes and analyzes phenomena, concepts,
and their relationships. In this study, through
library research, data and information related to
Iran's deterrence policy and defense diplomacy
have been collected, and then, by analyzing this
data, various aspects of Iran's deterrence policy
based on the defense diplomacy strategies of the
Supreme Leader have been explained. This
method allows the researcher to gain a deeper
understanding of the subject by examining

available resources and present results based on
evidence and documentation.

Results and Conclusion

The defense strategy of the Islamic Republic of
Iran is based on the military-defense doctrine of
the Supreme Leader and, by strengthening
national interests and increasing national power,
holds a special position in the West Asia region.
To smarten the pillars of national defense, the
country must optimize and strengthen the
elements of national power and, while
emphasizing the optimization of internal power
structures, use defense diplomacy as a
complement. Iran's defense diplomacy has gained
significant value in decision-making and the
implementation of defense policies in the past
decade and, considering regional threats, plays a
key role in building mutual trust and confidence
among regional countries. The Supreme Leader
emphasizes principles such as confidence-
building, focusing on commonalities, flexibility,
rejecting domination and subjugation, defending
Islam and Muslims, supporting the oppressed,
national self-reliance, and smart defense against
new threats. The development of defense and
military relations with regional and global
countries, technical, research, educational
collaborations, exchange of equipment, and joint
investments are among the effective components
of Iran's defense diplomacy .Recommendations:
1.Defense power should not only safeguard
territorial integrity but also protect other sources
of power in cultural, economic, managerial,
political, and social dimensions.

2.Strengthening  defense  power  through
interaction with other fields and increasing non-
defense capacities is essential.

3.Diplomacy and soft power should be taken
seriously in the process of engineering defense
power.

4.0Organizing resources, tools, structures, and
environments within the framework of a smart
defense model is necessary to respond to the
changing needs of the armed forces in a dynamic
security environment.

5.Countering  "[ranophobia"  projects and
increasing regional cooperation to reduce extra-
regional threats should be prioritized.

Ultimately, the defense diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, relying on the thoughts of the
Supreme Leader, plays a key role in ensuring
national and regional security.
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