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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
This research aims to promote human rights in light of the structural
PP: 546-564 transformation of international law, with a specific focus on the case study of the
Libyan crisis in 2011. It seeks to answer the question of how the development
and structural transformation of international law have contributed to the
advancement of human rights and its application in Libya. Structural changes in
international law indicate that, prior to World War I, state sovereignty in both
internal and external dimensions was based on two principles: respect for
sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs of other states. This meant
El [ e El that the actions and powers of states were not bound by international law. Events
such as the World Wars | and Il created the conditions for normative and
structural transformations in international law and the increased focus on human
[=] % rights. Evidence suggests that structural transformations, as a complement to
normative changes, have facilitated the enforcement of human rights norms, to
the extent that today, international legal mechanisms treat fundamental human
rights violations as breaches of international peace and security, addressing the
Keywords: violators accordingly, and challenging the absolute sovereignty of states by
Human rights, advocating for human rights. The Libyan crisis in the Middle East in 2011 is one
international mechanisms, | of the rare examples in historical developments where these international
structural transformation, | mechanisms were actively engaged. This is because regional and international
Libya. human rights organizations, by disregarding the prohibition of the use of force
in the United Nations Charter, intervened operationally to defend the people of
Libya during the internal unrest, eventually removing Muammar Gaddafi from
the political scene of Libya.

Use your device to scan and read
the article online

Citation: Dehbanipoor, R., Ghassemi, J. and Etemad, A. (2025). The Advancement of Human Rights in
Light of the Structural Transformation of International Law (A Case Study of the Developments in Libya
2011). Geography (Regional Planning), 15(58), 546-56.

DOI:10.22034/jge0q.2025.494810.4190

* . Corresponding Author: Reza Dehbanipoor Email: rezadehbanipoor_20@yahoo.com

Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



547 Dehbanipoor et al: The Advancement of Human Rights in Light of the Structural Transformation...

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Human rights is one of the most important issues
in international law, recognized in the 20th century
with the establishment of the United Nations and
the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. These concepts are always
influenced by global developments and regional
crises. In recent years, examining the role of the
United Nations and the Security Council in global
crises and the protection of human rights in various
regions, particularly in the Middle East, has
become a key issue. This study specifically
examines the role of the Security Council in the
Libyan crisis and its impact on human rights in the
country. The recent crises in Libya, which
culminated in the overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi,
serve as an example of the effects of international
interventions on human rights in crisis regions.
This research also looks at the impact of the
Security Council and UN actions in other regional
crises, including Syria, Yemen, and Bahrain. The
goal of the study is to examine and analyze how
international interventions in regional crises,
especially from a human rights perspective, play
out. Specifically, the performance of the UN
Security Council in the Libyan crisis and its
impacts on human rights in Libya and other
countries will be explored.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical, utilizing
library-based research and the collection of
international documents and sources. The data for
this study are extracted from credible academic
articles, books, and UN documents and are
subsequently analyzed. The research approach is
aimed at exploring the various aspects of the role
of the United Nations and the Security Council in
the Libyan crisis and other regional crises through
the analysis of library-based data.

Research Findings

In the Libyan crisis, after the protests began in
2011, the United Nations and the Security Council
undertook various measures to support human
rights in the country. Initially, the Security Council
took a first step by issuing Resolution 1970 in
February 2011, calling for an investigation into
human rights violations by Gaddafi's regime and
imposing sanctions on regime officials. Later,
Resolution 1973 was passed in March 2011, which
specifically supported the establishment of a no-fly
zone and military interventions to protect civilians.
While these measures were initially seen as
effective tools for curbing violence and protecting
civilians, over time, they led to new challenges in
the Libyan crisis. One of the main challenges was
the worsening unrest and human rights violations
resulting from military interventions. Some reports

indicated that with the escalation of the civil war in
Libya, a large number of civilians were killed or
displaced, and the human rights situation in the
country worsened. This indicates that, although the
Security Council's actions temporarily helped
reduce violence, they did not effectively improve
the human rights situation in Libya. On the other
hand, some analysts believe that military
interventions and sanctions only complicated the
problems further and had negative impacts on
human rights in Libya. Another major crisis where
the UN and the Security Council were involved is
the Syrian crisis. Following the outbreak of the
civil war in Syria, the Security Council issued
resolutions condemning chemical attacks and
widespread human rights violations. However, in
many cases, these resolutions were rendered
ineffective due to vetoes by Russia and China in
the Security Council. Additionally, in Yemen,
international interventions, particularly
humanitarian aid and political pressures, were
unable to prevent widespread human rights
violations, and the humanitarian situation in the
country remains critical. In Bahrain, the UN
mainly issued reports and recommendations for
monitoring the human rights situation, but no
significant  outcomes  from international
interventions were observed.

Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded
that the actions of the UN Security Council in
international and regional crises, particularly in
cases such as the Libyan crisis, have played an
important role in addressing human rights
concerns. In the Libyan crisis, the Security Council
was able to reduce the intensity of violence by
issuing multiple resolutions and implementing
sanctions and military actions, including the
creation of a no-fly zone. However, the human
rights problems in the country remained after
military interventions and the escalation of civil
war. This issue demonstrates the limitations of
military interventions and sanctions in preventing
human rights violations. Similar outcomes can be
observed in other regional crises. In Syria, the
Security Council's resolutions were ineffective in
preventing human rights violations due to political
obstacles, particularly the vetoes by major powers
like Russia and China. In Yemen and Bahrain,
limited international interventions were unable to
significantly reduce human rights violations.
Therefore, it can be generally stated that while the
UN and the Security Council play a vital role in
supporting human rights, their actions often face
significant challenges and do not result in tangible
outcomes in reducing human rights violations in
global and regional crises. The conclusion of this
research is that international institutions,
especially the UN Security Council, need more
comprehensive approaches to effectively achieve
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human rights in global crises. These approaches
should emphasize diplomacy, international
cooperation, and political conflict resolution. In
many cases, military interventions and sanctions
only complicate the situation. Therefore, the UN
should seek solutions that allow for more effective
human rights support through negotiations and
global  collaboration.  Additionally, special
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