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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
The transition from one space to another takes place through an
PP: 764-783 intermediary space, which is proposed in this study as an
interstitial space. This interstitial space is transient in nature and is
_ accompanied by movement, orientation, and a specific
e {ﬁ:;rﬁg}gfmfﬁe scan and | destination. To understand the truth of the matter, there is no other
way than to go from the surface to the depth. Whenever a person
is in this interstitial space, he moves in a guided path towards a

[=] Pz =] specific destination, which is referred to in this article as
"connection”. The purpose of the present study is to examine the
= concept of connection in the architecture of the interstitial space

(case study: Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in Isfahan). The present
study is applied in terms of its purpose and qualitative-
Keywords: Interstice quantitative (mixed) in terms of its method, and in terms of data
connection, outward and | collection, this study can be considered a type of field research. Its
inward, Sheikh Lotfollah | analysis method is also using the space layout method, interview
Mosque, Safavid period. analysis using Project software, statistical analysis using SPSS
software, and component analysis in the interstitial spaces of
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in Isfahan. Based on the findings, the
frequent interludes in the journey from the front of the Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque to the dome house create a transformation in
the audience, who restlessly prepares to reach the final
destination, which is the connection to the truth of architecture
that comes from the heart.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, one of the most
prominent masterpieces of Islamic-Iranian
architecture, was built during the Safavid era
by order of Shah Abbas I in Isfahan's Nagsh-
e Jahan Square. This building is known as a
prominent example of interstitial architecture
not only because of its unique visual features
and decorations, but also because of the way
it is organized spatially and the harmonious
connection  between  different  parts
(Wikipedia, 2024). Unlike many traditional
mosques, Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque lacks a
minaret or courtyard, and access to its main
space is through a complex and semi-dark
corridor, which, as an interstitial space, plays
an important role in the spatial experience of
worshipers. This feature distinguishes the
architecture of this mosque from other
examples of its time and has made it a
suitable platform for studying the concept of
connection in interstitial  architecture
(Masjed.ir, 2023).

The concept of "connection" in architecture
means connection, convergence, and creating
a meaningful connection between different
spaces. In Islamic architecture, interstitial
spaces such as entrances, vestibules, and
vestibules play a fundamental role in shaping
the spatial experience. In Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque, this connection is made through the
design of the entrance corridor and its
gradual connection with the main nave in
such a way that people are unconsciously
separated from the noisy external space of
Naghsh-e Jahan Square and are guided step
by step towards a spiritual and calming
space. This spatial experience, also known in
Islamic architecture as the “movement from
plurality to unity,” is a clear example of the
manifestation of connection in architecture
(Archilearn, 2022).

The most important goal of the present study
is to approach the truth of interstitialism in
architecture, and addressing interstitialism in
this study, since it deals with the nature of
the phenomenon of transition, leaves no way
other than to travel from the exterior to the
interior to reach the truth of the subject.
Focusing on the concept of connection in
interstitial architecture, this research studies
the case of Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque and

attempts to examine the impact of
intermediate spaces on the experience of
perception and spirituality. Therefore, the
main goal of the research is to analyze how
to create a gradual connection between
different spaces of the mosque and the
impact of this connection on the sensory and
spiritual experience of users. The results of
this research can be used in the contemporary
design of religious and cultural spaces that
seek to create a meaningful architectural
experience.

This research seeks to address the truth of
architecture by emphasizing the physical,
semantic, and substantive aspects of the
interstitial issue. For this purpose, Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque in Isfahan, which has a
spatial and semantic characteristic and
quality that is consistent with the design
objectives, is studied.

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of
purpose and qualitative-quantitative (mixed)
in terms of method, and in terms of data
collection, this research can be considered a
type of field research. First, through library
studies, definitions of interstitial, separation,
transition and connection, and interstitial
components were extracted from the
perspectives of various theorists, and then
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in Isfahan was
selected as a qualified sample for a case
study. The sample studied in this research is
visually analyzed using the space layout
method and specialized software of this
method with the visual graph approach, the
relation index, and the navigable depth.
(Kamalipour, Memarian,  Feyzi, and
Moussavian, 2012)

The statistical population of this research
consists of two qualitative and quantitative
parts. The statistical population of the
qualitative part of the research includes 16
experts in architecture and urban planning,
professors of architecture in higher education
centers, and generally people outside the
above-mentioned areas whose fields of
education, research, and implementation are
related to the title of the research. The
population under study in the quantitative
stage includes all experts in architecture and
urban planning, professors of architecture,
travelers and tourists to Isfahan, and citizens
of Isfahan, in unlimited numbers. The
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Cochran formula was used to determine the
sample size. Considering that the size of the
population is unlimited, and with the
Cochran formula, the size of the statistical
population was 384 users of Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque, who were questioned at specific
time intervals and at variable times during
the week, and in addition to the
guestionnaire, they were also interviewed.
The collection tool in this study is a
questionnaire, and finally, to analyze the
data, PLS statistical software, SPSS software,
and Super Decision software were used to
examine the questions using the fuzzy Delphi
method, the analytical network method, and
the structural equation modeling (SEM).

Results and Conclusion

Considering the general definitions and
research findings, the interstitial space is
important because, as an intermediary and
communicative area, it provides continuity
between a limited form and a vast and
infinite context. This space allows for
continuous interaction and communication
between different elements. Therefore, the
interstitial space is formed through
separation, integration, or  connection
between two separate spaces. To identify and
define this space, it is necessary to first
determine the nature and function of the two
main spaces, namely inside and outside, or
more generally, the break and the connection,
and then examine the characteristics of the
interstitial space. This recognition is possible
through analyzing the different dimensions of
the interstitial space and examining its
relationship with other surrounding spaces,
under the influence of the overall
architectural order, which is discussed in the
analysis of the findings section.

The analysis of the results points to the
following points:

The role of privacy in separation and
connection: Privacy not only separates and
distinguishes ~ phenomena  from  the
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