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threat to global peace, international security and regional political stability.
Despite the coordinated efforts of the international community, this
phenomenon continues to disrupt trade routes, endanger human lives and
fuel instability in strategic areas such as the Gulf of Aden, the Strait of
Malacca and the Gulf of Guinea. These developments have not only
affected legal principles and rules, but also challenged the concept of
territorial sovereignty and the responsibility of States. In this article, we
will examine the international instruments and Security Council resolutions
that have been developed to combat piracy. These resolutions have served
as key tools in shaping global policies and facilitating international efforts
in this area. Also, new conventions and additional protocols that have been
established to strengthen international cooperation in this area will be
analyzed. All states have the authority to prosecute and try pirates,
regardless of the place of commission and the nationality of the perpetrator
or victim. Given the importance of the issue, this study emphasizes the
responsibility of states in creating maritime security in combating piracy.
The research method in this study is descriptive-analytic.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Piracy is one of the oldest global crimes that has
caused material and moral damage to a large
number of states, albeit in a new and fresh form.
Despite the efforts of the international
community to combat this phenomenon, attacks
in sensitive maritime areas such as the Gulf of
Aden, the Strait of Malacca, and the Gulf of
Guinea have continued, disrupting global trade,
endangering the lives of seafarers, and
intensifying regional tensions.

The United Nations Security Council, as the main
custodian of global peace and security, has
repeatedly emphasized the need to combat
modern piracy. Although the resolutions issued
by this political body are in the form of advisory
resolutions, they contain significant points,
including the recognition of modern piracy as a
threat to international peace and security, the need
for international cooperation and the
manifestation of the rights of cooperation, etc.,
the need for a contact group, the use of all
necessary measures and methods, and the need to
benefit from wvarious regulations. Currently,
"piracy" is one of the main factors violating the
principle of freedom of navigation, which
international law has considered appropriate tools
to combat, including the principle of universal
jurisdiction. According to this principle, all
countries have the jurisdiction to prosecute and
try pirates, regardless of the place of commission
and the nationality of the perpetrator or victim.
Such jurisdiction is provided for in both the 1958
Geneva Convention on the High Seas and the
1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea.
However, given the definition of piracy in the
aforementioned treaties, the application of such
jurisdiction to commit this crime in territorial
waters, such as the incidents in recent years off
the coast of Somalia, is controversial, because
piracy occurs off the coast of Somalia in this

country.

Methodology
This article is qualitative and was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical method.

Results and discussion

Since the first ships were built, piracy has been a
major threat to maritime security in the world's
waters, but today, pirates have evolved their
methods to hijack ships and take their crews

hostage. Of course, many factors, including the
use of modern science on ships, reducing the
number of personnel on board, and increasing
ship size, have also had a significant impact on
the increase in the number of pirate attacks. Due
to the increased use of shipping routes, many
ships must reduce their speed to control traffic
and navigation, which makes them prime targets
for pirates. Pirates also often operate in the waters
of developing countries or small military fleets
and areas affected by war and internal conflicts
that have major trade routes. Advanced piracy
can also occur in areas with relative political
stability.

Conclusion

From an international law perspective,
although legal frameworks such as the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea and UN
Security Council resolutions have provided a
solid theoretical foundation for combating
piracy, there are significant implementation
challenges. The limitation of the definition of
piracy in the UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea to high seas, the reluctance of some
states to prosecute pirates on human rights
grounds, and the lack of sufficient
coordination among states in exercising
universal jurisdiction are among the main
obstacles to effectively combating this
phenomenon.

Different theoretical approaches have been
proposed to analyze piracy. Realists
emphasize the need for strong military
measures and the protection of national
interests, while liberal institutionalists focus
on the importance of international cooperation
and strengthening multilateral institutions. On
the other hand, critical theorists see piracy as
a result of structural inequalities and
economic problems in coastal states and
emphasize the need to solve root causes of
problems such as poverty and weak
governance.

The experience of counter-piracy in Somalia
shows that while purely military solutions
(such as the presence of international fleets)
have been effective in the short term,
achieving a lasting solution requires
strengthening local governments, economic
development, and the establishment of
effective judicial mechanisms. Regional
cooperation (such as the Djibouti and
Yaounde Codes of Conduct) can also serve as
a model for other crisis areas.



Geography (Regional Planning), Vol 15, Issue 59, Summer 2025 124

Finally, countering piracy requires a
comprehensive approach that includes the
following:

1 .Strengthening legal frameworks: Revising
the definition of piracy to cover attacks in
territorial waters and facilitating the
prosecution of pirates.

2 .International cooperation: Increasing
coordination between international bodies
such as IMO, INTERPOL, and regional
governments to exchange information and
conduct joint operations.

3 .Economic development and governance:
Supporting development programs in affected
countries to reduce the economic incentives
for piracy.

4 .Technology and maritime security: Using
advanced technologies such as satellite
tracking and early warning systems to
enhance ship safety.

5 .Respect for human rights: Ensuring fair
trials for defendants and avoiding actions that
may lead to human rights violations.

In short, piracy is a complex phenomenon that
can only be effectively countered by a
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