Quarterly of’
Geographys Regional Planning

Geography (Regional Planning) s

Volume 15, Issue 59, Summer 2025
ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112

Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeoqeshm.ir/

Iranian Association

of Geopolitical

Expanding UK-India Relations in the Light of the Global Britain Strategy

Sajad Bahrami Moghadam'!, Ahmad Satarzadeh?
1. Assistant Professor of International Relations, Department of Political Science, University of
Guilan, Rasht, Iran.
2. PhD Student in International Relations, Department of Political Science, University of Guilan,
Rasht, Iran.

ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

This article focuses on exploring the expansion of UK relations in the light
PP: 248-266 of the Global Britain Strategy. Brexit has brought a new equation to India-
UK relations. The UK has moved towards India with the aim of
establishing its position as a major European power and international actor.
Use your device toscanand read | 1his is because the importance of the Indo-Pacific region in global

the article online interactions, especially from an economic and security perspective, is
increasing day by day for the UK. The Indo-Pacific is the most diverse and
[&] i [=] populous region in the world. This region includes 36 continental,

peninsular, and archipelagic countries, which are home to more than 3
billion people, and has become a prominent focus in the competition of
IEI:= great powers. Therefore, Britain, like other great powers, has defined its
presence and influence in this region as part of its strategic plans. On the
other hand, India has also tried to exploit the strategy of extra-regional
powers such as Britain and the United States in the Indo-Pacific region for
X L its own interests. The question of this research is what is the relationship
Brexit, Global Britain , e ey . . .

. o between Britain's global strategy after Brexit and the expansion of India-
India, Territorial States, . .. L o
Indo-Pacific. UK relations? The research hypothesis is that the publication of Britain's
new global strategy after Brexit, due to China's increased strategic presence
in the region and Britain's need to discover new markets, has caused Britain
to seek to expand political and economic relations with India more than
ever before. The research method used in this research is the explanatory-
analytical method.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The UK has published a document entitled
"Integrated Review", the most important goal of
which is to rebuild Britain's image as a great
power in the world and consolidate its security
and economic position in the Indo-Pacific. The
document also uses the term "Global Britain".
The new strategic document of the UK, entitled
"Global Britain in a Competitive Age: An
Integrated Review of Security, Defense,
Development and Foreign Policy", is essentially
seeking to regulate the UK's defense and
economic relations with countries in the Indo-
Pacific region, primarily with India. The
Integrated Review document has defined four
general goals for the UK: 1- Maintaining strategic
advantage through science and technology, 2-
Working with allies to strengthen institutions and
norms, 3- Strengthening security and defense at
home and abroad and working with allies, 4-
Improving capabilities against cyber attacks. All
the items mentioned in the document indicate the
UK's great leap towards the Indo-Pacific region,
with India at the forefront of this region. The
Integrated Review document of the UK pays
special attention to India and at the same time
mentions the threat from China. In this document,
India is seen as a new ally and market following
the UK’s exit from Brexit, and on the other hand,
the alignment and multilateral reunification of the
two powers of India and the UK in confronting
the Chinese threat is emphasized. In a report
published in 2019 by the UK’s Foreign Relations
Committee, India’s growing position in the
global arena has been repeatedly emphasized. It
is also noted in the report that, given the
increasing strategic weight of the Indo-Pacific
region in the global equations, UK-India relations
are doubly important for other countries,
especially for the UK. This article deals with the
evolution of UK-India relations in light of the
global British strategy.

Methodology

The research method in this article is explanatory,
according to which the impact of the change in
Britain's grand strategy on the expansion of its
relations with India is examined.

Results and discussion
The findings of this article show that after leaving
the European Union, Britain has defined a new

grand strategy for itself. In fact, by designing the
strategy of a global Britain, Britain has defined a
new role for itself in the international system.
This role is influenced by political and economic
challenges that have targeted the interests of the
UK from the vast Indo-Pacific region. The rise of
China, threats from North Korea, and Russia's
policies in Ukraine have caused the UK to move
towards economic nationalism on the one hand
and to seek to expand cooperation with Western
partners in Asia on the other. Therefore, in this
regard, the UK has sought to expand cooperation
with India after leaving the European Union.

Conclusion

countries have always tried to organize their
resources and capacities in order to realize
their interests and achieve their goals by
applying an appropriate strategy in response
to the developments in the international
system. In this regard, the UK has also tried to
adapt to the new conditions by understanding
and evaluating the transformation of the
global order in order to maximize the benefits
and benefits of this country. Therefore, after
the publication of the "Integrated Review"
document following the conclusion of the
Brexit project in 2019, the UK's strategy led
to a trend towards the Indo-Pacific for the
economic security of this country. Also in this
document, the emergence and growth of
China as a challenging player leads to
prioritizing the Indo-Pacific region for British
action in it. On the other hand, in this new
British strategy, India has a special place. The
publication of the new British global strategy
after Brexit, due to the increasing strategic
presence of China in the region and the need
for Britain to discover new markets, has led
Britain to seek to expand political and
economic relations with India more than ever
before.
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