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New architectural experiences show that the design of educational
spaces requires special attention to physical factors that can
enhance users' social interactions and ultimately improve the
quality of education. Therefore, in this applied study, which was
conducted by interviewing experts and using an inductive and
exploratory method based on grounded theory, with the aim of
achieving the components that affect attendance and applying them
in the design of the Lahijan Contemporary Painting Educational
and Research Center in order to improve educational quality, in
addition to identifying key components, a suitable grounding has
been made to provide the necessary instructions for the
architectural design process with an attendance approach. The
results of the studies showed that the components of memorable
feeling, satisfaction, dependence, right to choose and interact,
physical structure and security have the greatest impact on the
attendance of individuals in this complex. The final results of this
study emphasize that the architectural design of the Painting
Educational and Research Center with an attendance approach will
have a significant impact on the identity, social and cultural issues
of Lahijan.

Citation: Farshad, S. (2024). Environmental design of the Lahijan Contemporary Painting Educational
and Research Center with an emphasis on public presence. Geography (Regional Planning), 14(57), 638-

658.

DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2025.488102.4169

* Corresponding author: Shahroz Farshad, Email: tarahii.modern@gmail.com
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



639 Farshad: Designing the Lahijan Contemporary Painting Educational and Research Center...

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, the importance of "presence" in
contemporary urban  environments  is
increasingly recognized as a fundamental
element in enhancing social interactions and
maintaining urban identity. As cities evolve,
the challenges of creating spaces that are
aligned with collective memory and social
bonds have become crucial. Urban identity is
shaped by architecture and urban planning,
which play a vital role in preserving cultural
heritage and promoting social cohesion.
Therefore, setting criteria for interaction, and
especially "public presence," and designing
"painting-centric spaces," can significantly
enhance the efficiency and visual appeal of
contemporary educational and research
centers, which are widely welcomed by
focusing on painting. Therefore, the
integration of art in architectural design,
considering its influential components, not
only enriches the visual environment, but also
strengthens and improves social interactions
and community participation. Therefore,
pursuing a participatory approach that
emphasizes the synergy between architecture
and painting and that takes into account the
physical characteristics of public spaces, such
as accessibility and design, to create dynamic
and meaningful urban spaces to facilitate
social communication and improve the overall
quality of urban life will be necessary, which
will improve the weight and importance of
urban planning that prioritizes presence and
interaction in a measured manner. Therefore,
this study attempts to answer the basic
question: What are the physical spatial
components that are effective in strengthening
the presence of the people of Lahijan in the
design of the Contemporary Painting
Educational Research Center?

Methodology

The research is an applied research whose aim
is to design a contemporary painting research
and education center with the participation
and presence of the people in the city of
Lahijan. Its research method is inductive and
exploratory based on the grounded theory
method. Data collection is through interviews
and content analysis and meanings of the
interview text, as well as theory sampling

through review studies of theorists in the field
of the desired research and review of the
results of articles and research conducted
related to the subject of this research. Data
analysis in the present qualitative and
exploratory research begins immediately after
the start of data collection, during which,
using the objective and content table,
independent and dependent variables related
to the desired subject are obtained. The
method of analyzing information related to the
field method will be related to data related to
painting education and research and presence,
which will be continuously collected and
analyzed. Information analysis is in the form
of a cycle that will be repeated and coded one
after another.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study show that
promoting presence, a sense of belonging, and
vitality in artistic educational and research
spaces, especially in the Lahijan
Contemporary Painting Center, requires
purposeful and multidimensional design that
covers both physical aspects such as
readability, human scale, safety, and
accessibility, and  also strengthens
psychological and social dimensions such as
attachment to place, memorability, social
interactions, selectability, and participation.
Qualitative analysis of interviews with
architectural experts showed that native
elements, intelligent use of nature, form, and
color, and attention to users' needs in design
play a significant role in increasing the quality
of space and the permanence of people's
presence. On the other hand, the project
design, taking into account climatic
conditions, location, and natural landscapes,
has created a multipurpose and participatory
space that has created a platform for
educational, cultural, and social activities,
facilitating interaction, vitality, and the
formation of a collective identity in the city.

Conclusion

What is being investigated as a problem and
problem of current educational spaces is the
lack of attention to physical components that
are effective in increasing presence in the
design of educational spaces in order to
promote social interactions of users, as a
result, an important part of education in both
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the social and scientific dimensions is lost due
to these neglects. The purpose of this research
is to identify the effective components of the
sustainable presence of the people of Lahijan
in an art and painting education center. The
results of this research show that the design of
educational and research spaces can lead to
the promotion of social interactions and
increase the presence of users when special
attention is paid to effective physical and
semantic components, including cultural
identity, individual and social identity, and
feelings such as satisfaction, dependence,
memorability, the right to choose, security,
and interaction. The findings indicate that
these factors play a key role in attracting
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