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This article examines the impact of cultural commonalities between Iranian and
Iraqi Kurds on the development of border trade and economic security in Ilam
Province. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and
library studies. Statistical data were extracted and analyzed from official sources.
The findings show that ethnic, religious, linguistic, and historical connections
between the Kurds of Iran and Iraq have strengthened economic cooperation and
security along the Ilam border. The border region of Ilam province, as one of the
strategic axes in the geography of Iran, has special characteristics that distinguish
it from other border regions. One of the prominent features of this region is the
existence of cultural and ethnic commonalities between the Kurds of Iran and Iraq.
These commonalities, due to a long and interconnected history, have paved the
way for interactions between border communities and cultural and economic
exchanges between the two countries. In this study, the impact of these cultural
commonalities on the development of border trade and economic security in Ilam
province will be examined. These cultural commonalities have also had a positive
impact on trade growth, increased foreign investment, and reduced inflation.
Cultural commonalities can be a key factor in border economic development, and
policymakers should focus on strengthening these relationships to improve
economic security.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Border trade, as one of the basic elements of the local
economy in Ilam province, plays a vital role in
meeting the needs of the people of this region. Trade
and commodity exchanges are not only considered a
factor in increasing per capita income, but also
provide a cultural basis for interaction and
establishing friendly relations between the people of
border regions. On the other hand, economic security
achieved through strengthening cultural and
economic relations can play a vital role in preventing
security anomalies and promoting stability in these
regions. In this regard, examining the impact of these
cultural commonalities on strengthening border trade
and improving economic security is a matter of great
importance. This research attempts to better
understand the mechanisms of sustainable
development and security in Ilam province by
analyzing  cultural-economic  structures  and
examining social interactions and ties between the
Kurds of Iran and Iraq. Ultimately, the goal of this
research is to provide solutions for the optimal use of
shared cultural capacities in order to improve the
economic situation and establish sustainable security
in the border regions of Tlam province. It is hoped that
the findings of this study can contribute to effective
policymaking in formulating development and
security programs.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method and library studies. Statistical data
were extracted and analyzed from official sources.

Results and discussion

The findings show that the ethnic, religious,
linguistic, and historical connections between the
Kurds of Iran and Iraq have strengthened economic
cooperation and security along the [lam border. These
cultural commonalities have also had a positive
impact on trade growth, increased foreign investment,
and reduced inflation.

Conclusion

The cultural commonalities of the Kurds of Iran
and Iraq have significant impacts on the
development of cross-border trade and economic
security in Ilam Province. Kurds in both countries
share common language, religion, customs, and
even livelihoods, which has led to a high level of
trust and cooperation between them. These
cultural commonalities provide a favorable
environment for cross-border trade, especially

since economic relations are in many cases based
on mutual trust and cultural recognition. For
example, similarities in local economic systems, a
common language, and family and ethnic ties
have reduced communication and cultural barriers
that wusually exist in international trade
interactions and paved the way for the expansion
of trade between the two sides.
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