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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Ecocide is a widespread, long-term, and severe environmental destruction that
PP: 567-583 threatens the survival of ecosystems and species, and its criminalization as an
international crime further highlights the need to ensure environmental justice at
the global level. Therefore, the development of a comprehensive legal
framework to combat ecocide at the national and international levels is of great
importance. This study aims to analyze the theoretical and legal foundations of
the criminalization of ecocide in international criminal law and its legal and
enforcement challenges, as well as to provide legal solutions to promote criminal
E e E protection of the environment. The main hypothesis is that the development and
adoption of a comprehensive and efficient legal regime at the national and
international levels, by removing existing obstacles and strengthening
] % transnational cooperation, will play a vital role in preventing and combating

environmental degradation and achieving environmental justice. The results of
this descriptive-analytical study show that despite the increasing environmental
crises and the urgent need for criminal protection, the criminalization of ecocide
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Keywords: Ecocide, faces serious obstacles such as conflict of economic interests, government
environmental security, resistance, the complexity of proving the elements of the crime (especially the
Rome Statute, psychological element), and the lack of global consensus. However, national
environment, jurisdiction, efforts in countries such as Russia, Vietnam, and Armenia to criminalize ecocide,
international as well as international efforts to amend the Statute of the International Criminal
criminalization Court and develop an independent convention with a precise definition and

scientific criteria for the extent and severity of destruction, will open new
horizons for environmental responsibility.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The emergence of the term ecocide in the
early 1970s, coinciding with the revelation of
the devastating effects of Agent Orange in the
Vietnam War, was the beginning of a
recognition of the catastrophic dimensions of
environmental degradation. Since then, the
concept has expanded beyond war to other
areas of harm, including climate change,
deforestation, widespread pollution, and the
overexploitation of natural resources. These
environmental crises pose a serious threat to
the sustainability of ecosystems and the
survival of living species, directly impacting
vital resources and creating new threats. In
response to these growing challenges and the
catastrophic consequences of systematic
environmental degradation, the international
community has gradually come to understand
that combating ecocide requires the serious
inclusion of international criminal law and its
criminalization as an independent crime,
beyond mere environmental regulations. The
development of effective criminal regulations,
a precise and comprehensive definition of
ecocide (by determining scientific criteria for
the extent and severity of destruction), and
strengthening transnational cooperation have
become vitally important to ensure
accountability and prevent the recurrence of
these tragedies. This necessity has led to
efforts to amend the Statute of the
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