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goal is a comparative analysis of the concept of sacrifice in the mythologies
and social beliefs of these religions in order to discover the connection
between mythological ideas and common rituals in different regions of Iran
(Tehran, Yazd, Isfahan, Hamadan, and Khuzestan). The research method
is qualitative and descriptive-analytical. The findings show that sacrificial
traditions in all three religious groups have been shaped by geographical-
cultural factors and mythological background. For example, sacrifice in
Zoroastrianism has a more sacred and symbolic aspect, while in
Mandaeans and Jews, a strong connection with purification and vow rituals
is observed. Regional differences in the way the rituals are performed (such
as the type of animals sacrificed or the time of the event) are also clearly
identifiable. The results of the study emphasize that sacrifice is not only a
religious act, but also a reflection of the interaction of the geographical
environment, history, and local culture. This study contributes to a deeper
understanding of the ritual diversity of Iran and the role of geography in
the formation of beliefs.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The statement of the problem of the present
research is related to the fact that sacrificial
rituals, as a cultural-religious action, undergo
conceptual and practical changes in a changing
geographical context. The main question is how
geographical features, including climate, natural
resources, cultural context, and historical
conditions, have influenced the forms and
meanings of sacrificial rituals among these three
religious traditions? In other words, how have
space and religion interacted with each other to
produce or redefine specific rituals at a given time
and place? Also, what socio-cultural factors have
caused the differentiation or convergence of these
traditions in different parts of Iran? To answer
these questions, theories of the sociology of
religion and cultural geography can provide an
appropriate analytical framework. From the
perspective of Emile Durkheim, religious rituals,
including sacrifice, are tools for reproducing
social cohesion and strengthening collective
conscience (Durkheim, 1912). In minority
communities that have been subject to
marginalization or cultural assimilation,
sacrificial rituals have also served the function of
reinforcing  identity = and  symbolically
demarcating other groups. On the other hand, the
theory of “social spatiality” proposed by
Bourdieu emphasizes that space is not simply a
physical body, but a place for the reproduction of
power, symbolic capital, and cultural identity
(Bourdieu, 1991). In this framework, sacrificial
rituals can be considered forms of cultural capital
that become meaningful in the socio-spatial field.

Methodology

This research examines the geography of
sacrificial traditions in Iran, focusing on
Zoroastrian, Mandaean, and Jewish
communities. The main goal is a comparative
analysis of the concept of sacrifice in the
mythologies and social beliefs of these religions
to discover the connection between mythological
ideas and common rituals in different regions of
Iran (Tehran, Yazd, Isfahan, Hamadan, and
Khuzestan). The research method is qualitative
and descriptive-analytical.

Results

The findings of the study show that despite their
fundamental commonalities, these religious
traditions have taken on diverse forms under the
influence of geographical and cultural factors.
Among the Zoroastrians of Iran, two distinct
patterns of sacrifice were observed based on
geographical location. In Yazd, sacrifice is
mainly performed in the form of animal offerings
(mainly sheep and goats) in sacred places such as
fire temples and Zoroastrian shrines (interview
with Yazdi clerics, 1402). This is while in Tehran,
Zoroastrian sacrifices are more collective in
nature and are held in the form of ceremonies
such as the Mehregan Festival. Interestingly,
among the Zoroastrians of Yazd, the tradition of
cow sacrifice, which is mentioned in ancient texts
such as Bandash, has been completely abolished
today and has given way to the sacrifice of
smaller animals (Rezi, 1380: 67). This change has
probably taken place under the influence of
economic factors as well as religious
developments throughout history. The Mandaean
community of Khuzestan presents a completely
different pattern of sacrifice. The findings
showed that among this community, the sacrifice
of birds (especially pigeons) and fish is of
particular importance (Darnberg, 2005: 83). This
choice of animals for sacrifice is clearly
influenced by the geographical environment of
the region, which makes access to birds and fish
easier. In the "Brangi" ceremony, which is one of
the most important Mandaean rituals, sacrifice
has a purifying aspect and is performed as a
means of warding off evil and disease (field
observation in Ahvaz, 1402). This is while in
Mandaean sacred texts such as the Ganza Riba,
human sacrifice is mentioned as an ancient
tradition that is completely obsolete today.

Conclusion

This in-depth study, which examined the
sacrificial traditions among the Zoroastrian,
Mandaean, and Jewish communities of Iran,
has yielded significant results that
demonstrate the complexity and cultural
richness of this ancient tradition in the
geographical context of Iran. The findings of
the study clearly show that sacrifice in Iran is
a  multidimensional phenomenon that
simultaneously encompasses religious, social,
and geographical dimensions. Among the
Zoroastrians of Iran, the sacrificial tradition,
although rooted in ancient Avestan texts, has
undergone significant changes over time. In
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different regions, this tradition has taken
different forms. For example, in Yazd, which
is the center of Zoroastrian gathering, sacrifice
1s more individual and votive in nature, while
in Tehran its collective and social aspect is
more prominent. Interestingly, the type of
animals sacrificed has changed over time,
indicating the impact of economic and social
factors on this religious tradition. The
Mandaeans of Khuzestan present a completely
distinct pattern of sacrifice that is clearly
influenced by the geographical environment
of the region. The sacrifice of birds and fish
among this society not only shows the choice
of animals that are adapted to environmental
conditions, but also reflects the specific
symbolic system of this ritual. The Mandaean
purification ceremony, of which sacrifice is an
integral part, is a clear example of the
integration of religious and environmental
elements in the formation of a religious
tradition. Iranian Jews, while maintaining the
general principles of sacrifice mentioned in
the Torah, have also adapted it to the local
conditions of Iran. The difference in the way
the sacrificial ceremony is performed in
different cities such as Isfahan and Hamedan
indicates the flexibility of this tradition in the
face of different geographical and social
conditions. The aspect of showing social
status in some sacrifices of wealthy Jews is
another interesting dimension that shows the
social importance of this tradition. A
comparison of these three traditions shows
that, despite their apparent differences, some
general principles are common to all of them.
In all cases, sacrifice is considered a means of
communication with the sacred world. Also,
in all these societies, sacrifice is performed in
specific places that are sacred from a religious
point of view. These commonalities indicate
the universal aspects of the phenomenon of
sacrifice in different religions.

On the other hand, regional differences in the
implementation of this tradition are clearly
visible. These differences are not limited to
the type of animals sacrificed, but also include
the time of the ceremony, the method of
performance, and the semantic interpretations
of the act of sacrifice. This diversity
demonstrates the cultural richness of Iran in
the different acceptance and interpretation of
a common tradition. Historical analysis of the
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