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ARTICLEINFO Abstract
Architecture and music, as two fundamental artistic realms, have always been
PP: 687-701 closely intertwined with human emotions, perceptions, and thoughts. Music

finds its meaning in the dimension of time, revealing inner states and abstract
human experiences through rhythm, harmony, and repetition. In contrast,
architecture manifests itself in the dimension of space, expressing the very same
emotions and thoughts within a physical form composed of space and tangible
materials; hence, architecture can be considered as "frozen music." The main
question of this research is to identify what common aspects of order can be
E Ay E recognized in music and architecture, and what role this order plays in shaping
the aesthetic and practical experience of these two arts. The research
methodology is based on documentary study and comparative analysis of
El wd historical examples in Iranian-Islamic architecture and the classical music of Iran

(Dastgah system). The findings reveal that fundamental elements of order—such
as repetition, symmetry, centrality, rhythm, continuity, numerical proportions,
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Keywords: 4rt and unity-are prominently present in both arts. In music, these elements lead to
Architecture Music Order | harmony and melodic coherence, while in architecture they manifest as spatial
Aesthetics proportions, visual harmony, and physical order. The results indicate that despite

their apparent differences, music and architecture share profound conceptual
foundations; both are based on abstraction and order, and both have been able to
provide a shared experience of beauty and meaning for human beings. From this
perspective, recognizing the common order in music and architecture can not
only enrich theoretical discourse but also provide a foundation for applying
aesthetic principles in the design of contemporary spaces. The aim of this paper
is to explain the position of this order in architecture, with an emphasis on its
practical and aesthetic values, and to demonstrate the path of connection that
extends from past artistic traditions to the spatial needs of today.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Architecture and music, as two fundamental
arts, share deep conceptual foundations rooted
in order, rhythm, harmony, and proportion.
While music manifests in time through
abstract sounds, architecture materializes
these same principles in physical space.
Despite historical recognition of their
interconnection—from Goethe's metaphor of
"frozen music" to Renaissance architectural
theories—contemporary architectural practice
has largely neglected this meaningful
relationship. This research seeks to identify
common aspects of order between music and
architecture, examine how these shared
principles manifest in Iranian-Islamic
architecture and Persian classical music, and
explore their practical and aesthetic
implications for enhancing spatial quality in
contemporary architectural design.

Methodology

This qualitative research employs a
descriptive-analytical ~and  interpretive-
phenomenological approach. Data were
collected through library and documentary
studies, including books, scientific articles,
and case studies of musical and architectural
works exhibiting order, rhythm, harmony, and
proportions. Semi-structured interviews with
music and architecture experts were
conducted using purposive sampling until
theoretical saturation. Data analysis utilized
qualitative content analysis through open,
axial, and selective coding. Triangulation of
written sources and interviews, participant
review, and peer examination ensured
validity. The unit of analysis focused on
structural patterns of order in music and their
reflection in architectural design.
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Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that fundamental elements
of order—including repetition, symmetry,
centrality, rhythm, continuity, numerical
proportions, and unity—are prominently
present in both music and architecture. In
music, these elements create harmonic and
melodic coherence, while in architecture they
manifest as spatial proportions, visual
harmony, and physical order. The
comparative analysis demonstrates that both
arts share profound conceptual foundations
based on abstraction and order, providing a
shared aesthetic experience. Practical
applications include using musical principles
as inspiration for contemporary architectural
design, enhancing spatial quality and user
experience.

Conclusion

This comparative study confirms that "order"
serves as the fundamental common foundation
connecting music and architecture. Despite
their apparent differences—one temporal and
abstract, the other spatial and physical—both
arts share core structural elements including
repetition, symmetry, centrality, rhythm,
continuity, numerical proportions, and unity.
These principles manifest in music as
harmonic coherence and in architecture as
spatial proportions and visual harmony.
Recognizing this shared order offers practical
value for contemporary architectural design,
providing aesthetic inspiration drawn from
musical principles to enhance spatial quality.
Ultimately, music and architecture represent
two expressions of a single truth: one
unfolding through time, the other crystallized
in space, both enriching human aesthetic
experience.
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