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Development in general and industry in particular is always accompanied
by consequences. Industrial development with its accelerated process can
have various effects in increasing or even decreasing life. If industrial
development cannot be planned in the desired direction, the quality of life
may be challenged. So, The present study has studied the impact of oil
and gas industry development on the quality of life of the local
community of Assalouye. In this research, the quality of life of the people
in the covered areas was discussed using the survey technique and the
questionnaire tool. In the qualitative part, the in-depth interview
technique was carried out with 17 local informants, officials and experts.
In the quantitative section, the statistical population is all native residents
over 18 years old in Asaluye region, which was selected as a sample of
the statistical population by random proportional stratification sampling
method and using Cochran's formula. The most important findings of the
research: the overall quality of life of the respondents has increased with
an average of 3.34 after the oil industry entered the region. The average
of social damages before the entry of the oil and gas industry was 1.71,
but after the entry of the oil and gas industry in the region, it increased
with an average of 3.62. The regression coefficient showed that before
the entry of the oil industry, the quality of life can significantly explain
the variance of the criterion variable, i.e., the state of social damage, to
the extent of 20%.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The industrial development of Asalouye,
driven by the oil and gas sector, has generated
significant socio-economic changes. While
such development aims to improve living
standards, it often fails to translate into
comprehensive social development, leading to
various challenges for local communities. The
rapid industrialization of this traditionally
rural area has resulted in a dual-edged impact.
Initial improvements in infrastructure and
services have been overshadowed by rising
social pathologies, environmental
degradation, economic inequality, and
cultural disruption. This study investigates
this paradox by analyzing the effects of the oil
and gas industry on the quality of life for
Asalouye's native population before and after
the industry's arrival.

Methodology

This applied research used a mixed-methods
approach. Quantitatively, a survey with a
researcher-made questionnaire was
administered to 380 native residents selected
via stratified random sampling. Qualitatively,
in-depth interviews were conducted with 17
local informants. Data reliability was ensured
through Cronbach's alpha, and analysis
involved descriptive and inferential statistics
alongside content analysis.

Results and Discussion

Results showed that overall quality of life
increased after industry entry (mean 3.34),
with improvements in physical health and
environmental amenities due to new medical
facilities and infrastructure. However, social
damages rose sharply from 1.71 to 3.62,
driven by increased addiction, theft, conflict,
and substance abuse. Mental health and social
relationships  declined as  traditional
community bonds weakened. Regression
analysis revealed quality of life predicted 20%
of social damage variance before industry
arrival, but this relationship became
insignificant afterward. Discussion highlights
a dual-edged outcome: while material
infrastructure improved, the community faced
severe social disintegration, environmental
pollution, inequality, and cultural disruption,

leaving native residents dissatisfied despite
some developmental gains.

Conclusion

The conclusion emphasizes that while
industrial development in Asalouye brought
economic  benefits and infrastructural
improvements, it failed to achieve balanced
social  development. Native residents
experienced rising social  pathologies,
environmental degradation, economic
inequality, and cultural disruption. The rapid
influx of non-local workers undermined
traditional community cohesion, increased
crime and substance abuse, and created
feelings of discrimination and relative
deprivation. Despite  better healthcare
facilities, pollution-related diseases have
emerged as serious threats. The study stresses
that social impact assessments should precede
such projects to prevent adverse outcomes. It
warns that oil and gas reserves will eventually
deplete, but native communities remain,
necessitating sustainable planning, local
participation, and equitable development to
avoid repeating historical failures like Masjed
Soleyman.
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