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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The defense diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran has always been used as
PP: 341-364 a key tool in managing the political and security challenges of the periphery,
especially towards the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The Kurdistan Region, due to
its geopolitical location, shared borders with Iran, and the presence of groups
opposed to the Islamic Republic’s regime, has always posed numerous security
challenges for Iran. By adopting strategies such as diplomatic engagement with
the leaders of the region, strengthening security cooperation with the central
government in Baghdad, and confronting the influence of foreign actors such as
E Ay E the United States and the Zionist regime, the Islamic Republic of Iran has tried
to maintain its national security and strengthen regional stability while managing
regional crises. Meanwhile, the desire of some foreign governments to fuel
IEI:= security crises in the region and support separatist groups has added to the

complexity of security equations. The question raised in this article is how did
Iran’s defense diplomacy strategies help manage crises and protect national
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Keywords: Defense security in the face of political and security threats to the Kurdistan Region? The
diplomacy, political and findings showed that Iran, by emphasizing dialogue, trust-building, and security
security challenges, alignment with Baghdad and the Kurdistan Region, had been able to largely
military alliances, control the threats posed by the presence of armed opposition groups and the
confidence-building movements of trans-regional actors. The results indicated that Iran’s defense

diplomacy had been able to prevent the spread of instability on shared borders
and used the capacity of multilateral relations to reduce the impact of foreign
political and military influence. However, the sustainability of these successes
required continued strategic engagement, strengthening regional cooperation,
and redefining policy in the face of emerging threats.

Citation: Jahangiri, Reza, Goodarzi, Mahnaz, Jafarinezhad, Masoud. (2025). Defense Diplomacy
Strategies of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Response to the Political and Security Challenges of the
Kurdistan Region.Quarterly Journal of Geography (Regional Planning),15(24), 341-364.

DOI:10.22034/jge0q.2025.530556.4286

* Corresponding author: Mahnaz Goodarzi, Email: m.goodarzi@khuisf.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


mailto:m.goodarzi@khuisf.ac.ir

Geography(Regional Planning), Vol 15, Issue 60, Autumn 2025 342

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The defense diplomacy strategies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran towards the political
and security challenges of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region, as one of the main axes of Iran's
regional policy, have always been of great
importance. The Kurdistan Region has
become one of the sensitive and strategic
points due to its special geopolitical location,
long common borders with Iran, and its role in
the security and political equations of the
Middle East.

Methodology

This article aims to find an answer to this
question by using a descriptive-analytical
method and library resources.

Results and Discussion

The practical result of Iran’s defense

diplomacy approach showed that smart

engagement with the Kurdistan Region, while
blocking the path of enemy penetration, has
been able to prevent the spread of security
crises. By combining the tools of dialogue,
diplomatic pressure, and defense cooperation,

Iran was able to successfully manage the

challenges of the region and strengthen its
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Conclusion

The defensive diplomacy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran towards the political and
security challenges of the Iraqi Kurdistan
Region has been one of the most important
manifestations of Iran’s regional policies in
West Asia. The Kurdistan Region, due to its
geographical proximity, historical and
cultural similarities, and its specific political
nature, has always been considered one of the
important security centers for Iran, and the
challenges arising from this region, especially
in the field of the activities of armed groups,
the movements of foreign actors, and internal
disputes in Iraq, have had a direct impact on
the national security of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. Therefore, Iran has tried to adopt an
approach based on defensive diplomacy,
while simultaneously preserving its vital
interests, preventing the spread of unwanted
crises and ensuring the security of its western
borders.
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