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In recent decades, the Salafi-jihadi discourse has become one of the most
influential currents in the political and geographical space of Islamic countries
by redefining fundamental concepts such as Dar al-Islam, Dar al-Kuftr, Hijra, and
Jihad. Contrary to traditional jurisprudential readings, this discourse refers to Dar
al-Islam exclusively as a land where the absolute rule of Sharia is established
and considers any human government or legislation to be an example of kufr. In
addition to accusing many governments, rulers, and even Muslims of apostasy,
this type of view has also had widespread consequences in the field of human
geography. The present article examines the theoretical and field dimensions of
this discourse using a descriptive, analytical method and an interdisciplinary
jurisprudential and geographical approach. The findings show that the Salafi
interpretation of jurisprudential concepts has led to the emergence of spatially-
based violence, population displacement, ideological migrations, the destruction
of residential order, and the collapse of cultural cohesion in the Islamic world. In
contrast, Imami jurisprudence, by providing humane criteria in the definition of
Dar al-Islam, including the majority of Muslims, freedom of worship, and the
principle of istishab, enables peaceful coexistence in pluralistic societies.
Finally, by presenting alternative models such as the concepts of Dar al-Hudnah,
Dar al-Istaman, and the jurisprudence of interaction, the article proposes
solutions to counter extremism and rebuild a spatial order based on justice,
rationality, and human security.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In recent centuries-especially during the final
decades of the twentieth century and the
opening decades of the twenty-first-the
Islamic world has witnessed the rise of
movements that have sought to fundamentally
redefine classical Islamic concepts such as
faith (tman), disbelief (kufr), Dar al-Islam,
jihad, and hijrah. These movements,
crystallized in what is commonly referred to
as Jihadi Salafism, have emerged from within
the broader Salafi tradition, yet through a
distinct and radical reinterpretation of
jurisprudential and exegetical sources. The
rise of this discourse has not only produced
significant  intellectual and  political
transformations, but has also reshaped the
territorial and human order of Muslim
societies .Jihadi Salafism, by merging a
maximalist reading of the Shari‘ah with an
adversarial interpretation of monotheism
(tawhid), has built an intellectual system in
which the boundary between faith and
disbelief is drawn not within hearts, but along
geographical borders and systems of
governance. Within this system, a territory is
considered Dar al-Islam only if full
sovereignty of the Shari‘ah-according to the
Salafi interpretation-is established within it.
Otherwise, even if its inhabitants are Muslims
or religious rituals are practiced there, that
territory is classified as Dar al-Kufr or Dar al-
Harb. Such a perspective has generated far-
reaching consequences in various fields. On
one hand, it has fueled physical violence,
widespread takfir, and the elimination of
opponents; on the other, in the realm of human
geography, it has contributed to displacement,
forced migration, the collapse of settlement
patterns, and the erosion of cultural and
demographic cohesion across many Muslim-
majority regions. Indeed, one of the direct
outcomes of this discourse has been the
destabilization of lands that were once shared
spaces for diverse Islamic sects and centers of
civilization and intellectual exchange within
the Islamic world. Conversely, Islamic
jurisprudence-particularly within the Imami
(Shi‘a) tradition-has, over the centuries,
offered more diverse, rational, and balanced

approaches to these concepts. These
approaches, while maintaining foundational
doctrinal principles, refrain from excessive
takfir or reductionist definitions of faith and
disbelief. By taking into account temporal,
social, and political conditions, they have
sought to formulate practical models aligned
with human security, collective welfare, and
social justice. Meanwhile, the field of human
geography-now a significant branch of
strategic, cultural, and political studies-
provides a more precise analytical framework
for understanding the impact of Jihadi Salafi
discourse. Rather than merely examining
geographical lines or official territorial
divisions, it focuses on the reciprocal
relationship between humans, space, identity,
religion, and power. From this perspective, the
concepts of Dar al-Islam and Dar al-Kufr are
not solely jurisprudential categories, but
influential elements in shaping political,
social, and cultural spaces. The present study
aims to analytically examine the concepts of
Dar al-Islam and Dar al-Kufr within Jihadi
Salafi discourse and to explore their
consequences for the human geography of the
Islamic world. By integrating critical
discourse analysis with human geography
frameworks, this research seeks not only to
understand the content of this discourse but
also to investigate its spatial, demographic,
and security implications, while providing a
systematic comparison with the
jurisprudential viewpoints of the Imami
tradition.

Methodology

The present article, using a descriptive—
analytical method and an interdisciplinary
approach combining jurisprudential and
geographical perspectives, examines the
theoretical and empirical dimensions of this
discourse.

Results and Discussion

The empirical findings of the study illustrate
the multifaceted nature of the jurisprudential—
geographical discourse and its substantive
influence on socio-spatial arrangements in the
selected case-study areas. Field observations
and expert interviews reveal that the
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interaction between jurisprudential norms and
geographical conditions produces a distinct
pattern of spatial governance characterized by
flexibility, contextual sensitivity, and
normative coherence. The data indicate that
jurisprudential principles do not operate in
isolation; rather, they are continuously shaped
by environmental constraints, local socio-
cultural dynamics, and territorial
configurations. One of the key results is the
identification of three dominant modes of
interaction between jurisprudence and
geography. The first mode reflects the
stabilizing role of jurisprudential norms in
guiding spatial conduct, particularly in
relation to land use regulations, environmental
ethics, and communal rights. These norms
provide a framework through which
communities interpret and negotiate their
spatial responsibilities. The second mode
highlights the reciprocal impact of
geographical realities—including climate,
topography, resource distribution, and
settlement patterns—on the evolution of
jurisprudential reasoning. In several case
contexts, practitioners emphasized that
geographical constraints necessitated
reinterpretation, adaptive application, or
contextual  prioritization  of  certain
jurisprudential provisions. The third mode
involves the emergence of hybrid governance
models wherein jurisprudential authority
intersects with modern spatial planning
mechanisms, producing a blended system that
integrates textual legitimacy with applied
territorial management.

The findings also demonstrate that socio-
spatial behavior is deeply influenced by the
normative logic embedded in jurisprudential
teachings. This normative layer shapes public
perceptions of spatial justice, communal
rights, and ethical obligations toward the
environment. In practice, communities tend to
align their spatial practices-such as land
distribution, environmental stewardship, and
settlement organization—with both religious
norms and geographical necessities. This dual
alignment fosters a coherent system in which
normative guidance and spatial rationality
reinforce one another.

The discussion further reveals that the
interdisciplinary approach adopted in this
study provides  significant analytical

advantages. It enables a more nuanced
interpretation of how doctrinal principles and
spatial realities co-produce governance
outcomes. The integration of geographical
analysis into jurisprudential debates enriches
the understanding of spatial justice, regulatory
flexibility, and environmental ethics in
Islamic contexts. Conversely, incorporating
jurisprudential frameworks into spatial studies
offers new insights into how ethical norms and
legal traditions shape territorial organization
and spatial decision-making. Overall, the
results underscore the value of a
jurisprudential-geographical perspective in
analyzing socio-spatial phenomena. This
integrated lens not only clarifies the
mechanisms through which normative and
environmental factors interact but also
provides a robust conceptual basis for
developing spatial policies that are culturally
grounded, context-sensitive, and aligned with
ethical imperatives. The discussion suggests
that future research should further develop
this interdisciplinary model by incorporating
quantitative spatial analysis, comparative
jurisprudential frameworks, and broader
regional case studies to deepen understanding
and enhance policy relevance.

Conclusion

The present study, aimed at examining the
Jihadi-Salafi discourse on the concepts of Dar
al-Islam and Dar al-Kuftr and its implications
for the human geography of the Islamic world,
sought-through an interdisciplinary approach
combining Islamic political jurisprudence and
human geography-to explain the theoretical,
social, and spatial dimensions of this
discourse. Based on the detailed findings of
the paper, the main research questions can
now be addressed as follows:

In response to the question of how the Jihadi-
Salafi discourse redefines the concepts of Dar
al-Islam and Dar al-Kuft, the study concludes
that this discourse departs from traditional
jurisprudential interpretations by restricting
Dar al-Islam exclusively to territories in
which Salafi-Shari‘a governance is fully
implemented in every dimension. Any form of
government based on popular sovereignty,
positive law, or confessional plurality is
placed within the category of Dar al-Kufr.
This definition produces political, social, and
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spatial forms of takfir .Regarding the impact
of this redefinition on spatial order and human
security, the findings show that this takfiri
discourse generates space-based violence,
alters human geography, empties cities of
religious minorities, and leads to the collapse
of residential order. In this framework, space
ceases to be a setting for human life and
becomes an ideological instrument for
exclusion and elimination .In response to the
question of how the Imami (Shi‘i)
jurisprudential perspective differs from the
Salafi discourse, the results demonstrate that
Imami jurisprudence-drawing on principles
such as caution in declaring unbelief, the
presumption of continuity (istishab), the rule
of no harm (1a darar), and the obligation to
uphold covenants-offers more human-
centered and flexible criteria for determining
the status of an Islamic territory. In this
approach, factors such as religious security,
the ability to perform Islamic rituals, and the
presence of a Muslim majority constitute
indicators of territorial legitimacy, rather than
merely the type of governing authority.

Addressing the final question concerning the
capacities within Islamic jurisprudence to
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