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In contemporary human geography studies, space and place are no longer
considered merely physical concepts, but are regarded as meaningful constructs
within the context of language, culture, and literature. Poetry, as a reflection of
human lived experience, provides a rich ground for understanding how space and
place are perceived and represented in the poet’s mind and language. This study,
entitled “Examining the Representation of Space and Place in Contemporary
Poetry from a Formalist Perspective: A Case Study of ‘Dar An Lahzeh’ by Mehdi
Akhavan Sales and ‘Sabad-e Limoo’ by Ahmad Abdolma’ty Hejazi”, aims to
investigate, through a descriptive-analytical method and based on the principles of
formalist criticism, how space and place function and are constructed within the
linguistic and imagistic structures of these two poets. The main research question
is how formal and linguistic elements in poetry contribute to creating spatial
meanings and representing place in the poet’s and reader’s mind. The research data
were collected through close reading of the poetic texts and analyzed based on
features such as formal cohesion, sound patterns, repetition, and visual contrasts.
The findings indicate that in Akhavan Sales’s poetry, space is predominantly
represented as a mental, dark, and passive experience, symbolizing separation and
timelessness; whereas in Hejazi’s poetry, place appears more concrete and socially
oriented, deriving meaning from the contrast between rural and urban spaces. In
both works, space and place are not merely the background of the narrative but
active elements in meaning-making and conveying the poet’s worldview. This
underscores a profound connection between literary language and the geographical
perception of human lived experience.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main issue of this research is how space and
place are represented in contemporary poetry
through linguistic and formal mechanisms, and
what is the difference between the reflection of
these spaces in two different poetic worlds - one
Iranian and the other Arabic? The central
question is whether it is possible to achieve an
understanding of the poet's perception of space
and place that is independent of social and
historical contexts by relying on formalist
analysis? In other words, the aim of the present
research is to examine how the internal structures
and aesthetics of poetry can express the way in
which place is perceived and recreated in the
poet's mind. To achieve this goal, two poems, "In
That Moment" by Mehdi Akhavan Sales and
"The Lemon Basket" by Ahmad Abdul Moati
Hejazi, have been selected as case studies. The
selection of these two works, due to their
linguistic, cultural and geographical differences,
allows for a comparative comparison between
two different spatial experiences.

Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical
method in which data are collected through the
study of poetic texts and related theoretical
sources and then analyzed based on internal and
structural content analysis. In the descriptive
method, the goal is to explain and describe the
objective and linguistic features of the text, and in
the analytical part, these features are interpreted
and evaluated based on the theoretical framework
of the research - namely the formalist approach
(Sarmad, Bazargan, & Hejazi, 2017). For this
purpose, two poems "In That Moment" by Mehdi
Akhavan Sales and "The Lemon Basket" by
Ahmad Abdul Moati Hejazi have been examined
using close reading and analysis of linguistic,
visual, and musical structures. In this process,
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data are analyzed not with the aim of statistical
generalization, but rather to discover the
linguistic mechanisms of representing space and
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the text within its literary structure to reveal how
the sense of place is formed in contemporary
poetry (Creswell, 2014).

Results and Conclusion

The present study, titled “Investigating the
Representation of Space and Place in
Contemporary Poetry with a Formalist
Approach; A Case Study of the Poems ‘In That
Moment’ by Akhavan Sales and ‘The Basket of
Lemons’ by Abdul Moati Hejazi,” is an attempt
to understand how space and place are
constructed in contemporary Persian and Arabic
poetry through the internal structure of language
and literary form. The main goal of the study was
to show how poetic language, independent of
direct reference to external reality, can produce
space and thereby create the experience of place
in the mind of the audience. The main question of
the study was how space and place are
represented and constructed in contemporary
poetry through linguistic structure and formal
elements? The hypothesis underlying this
question is that in contemporary poetry, space
and place are not a reflection of objective reality,
but rather the product of linguistic and formal
mechanisms that are constructed through sound,
syntactic, and visual relationships within the text.
In the following, relying on the descriptive-
analytical method and the formalist theoretical
framework, this hypothesis was tested. The
results showed that in both poems studied, space
and place are formed through the interaction
between language, rhythm, phonology, syntactic
structure, and imagery, and act as intratextual
constructs, not external descriptions of the real
world.
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