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The Khalji period in Delhi (13th century CE) witnessed significant
political and cultural transformations, with the role of the Chishti
and Suhrawardi Sufis being particularly prominent. This study
examines the relationships between the Khalji dynasty and the
Sufis, focusing on their influence on royal legitimacy and
governance policies. It also considers the territorial extent of Khalji
rule in Delhi and surrounding areas, alongside an analysis of the
city’s boundaries. Part of the research is dedicated to the
architectural monuments of this period, reflecting the impact of
religious, political, and cultural interactions on urban structure and
architectural design. The findings indicate that the interaction
between the ruling dynasty and the Sufis not only strengthened
political authority but also led to the emergence of distinctive
architectural symbols and spaces that embody the coexistence of
religion and governance during this historical period.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Khalji dynasty’s rule in Delhi during the
13th century marks one of the most significant
periods in the political and cultural history of
India. This era witnessed profound
transformations in governmental structures,
power relations, and cultural interactions, with
Sufi orders-particularly the Chishti and
Suhrawardi traditions-playing a prominent
role. The Sufis were not only regarded as
spiritual and religious leaders but also
contributed to legitimizing royal authority and
shaping state policies. At the same time, the
architecture of the Khalji period reflected the
political, cultural, and religious interactions of
the time, leaving behind enduring monuments
that testify to the power and artistic sensibility
of the era. Examining the territorial influence
of the Khaljis in Delhi and analyzing the
architectural remains of this period provides
valuable insight into the intricate relationship
between governance, religion, and culture.

Methodology

This study, through an analysis of historical
sources and architectural research, examines
the extent of the Khalji dynasty’s influence,
the role of Sufis in political legitimacy and
state policymaking, and the reflection of these
interactions in the wurban fabric and
architectural heritage. The findings are
expected to fill existing gaps in previous
scholarship and provide a comprehensive
picture of the interplay between religion,
politics, and culture in Delhi during the Khalji
rule.

Results and Discussion

The study of the Khalji dynasty’s rule in Delhi
reveals that the relationship between the royal
dynasty and the Chishti and Suhrawardi Sufi
orders played a central role in consolidating
political power and shaping the city’s cultural
and urban structure. The Sufis not only
functioned as religious leaders but also,
through their support and cooperation with the
state, strengthened the legitimacy of the
monarchy and expanded their spiritual
influence within society. This collaboration
and mutual interaction enabled the Sufis—

particularly in the cultural and social
spheres—to become influential actors in state
policies, extending their role beyond purely
spiritual boundaries.

An analysis of the Khalji sphere of influence
and the surviving architectural monuments
from this period demonstrates that the
interaction between religion and governance
found tangible expression in urban spaces and
architectural design. Architectural works,
minarets, mosques, and religious complexes
were not merely aesthetic creations but also
conveyed political and cultural messages,
symbolically and practically reflecting the
coexistence of religion and power. These
spaces and symbols, beyond their religious
functions, signified governmental authority
and legitimacy among both the populace and
religious institutions.

Conclusion

The findings of this study emphasize that the
Chishti and Suhrawardi Sufis, despite their
spiritual nature, played a significant role in the
political and cultural spheres during the Khalji
period. Their interaction with the royal
dynasty led to the emergence of distinctive
architectural symbols and specific patterns of
urban spatial organization that shaped the
identity of the era and served as tangible
expressions of the relationship between
religion and power in 13th-century Delhi. The
study demonstrates that a comprehensive
understanding of Delhi’s social and cultural
history cannot be achieved by examining
political and religious aspects separately;
rather, it requires attention to the intersection
of religion, politics, and culture.

Overall, through an analysis of historical
sources and architectural studies, this research
presents an integrated and interdisciplinary
picture of the coexistence of religion, power,
and culture during the Khalji period. The
results can serve as a foundation for future
studies in the fields of political and social
history, Islamic art, and historical urbanism,
offering valuable insight into the role of
religious institutions in shaping politics,
culture, and urban space in comparable
historical contexts.
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