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Media propaganda (audio, visual, press, etc.) plays an effective role in
promoting the phenomenon of terrorism. Therefore, terrorists see the media as
a means of transmitting their message to the whole world. Thus, the more
daring, violent, and eye-catching the actions are, the stronger the media will
provide for them. The collection of information and data in this research is a
combination of two stages: library studies and, in some cases, field collection
using semi-structured interviews. Data analysis in this research is descriptive-
analytical and the obtained data is analyzed using logical inference. The results
of the study showed that social networks increase the scale of proliferation and
the impact of terrorist operations and, as a result, have a greater impact on
public opinion. Therefore, placing terrorist operations on the wings of social
networks gives additional power, speed, and ability to resistance movements
and, in particular, to terrorist groups. In this study, the nature and activities of
terrorist groups in the southeastern region of the country were examined, and
two major groups active in the eighties and nineties, Jundallah and Jaysh al-
Adl, were identified and introduced based on the statements and analyses of the
interviewees. The findings indicated that the media tools of the Jundallah group
before, during, and after the operations were on the Internet with blogs such as
Mujahid and the use of satellite networks such as Al-Arabiya, etc. Publishing
images of the operations, casting doubt, and legitimizing terrorist actions were
a large part of the group's media scenario.
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Introduction

The problem statement of this study is based
on the assumption that the expansion of new
communication technologies, particularly
social media, has transformed terrorism from
a purely physical phenomenon into a media-
oriented practice centered on psychological
and perceptual influence over public opinion.
Terrorist groups, recognizing the power of
cyberspace and the decisive role of media in
agenda-setting, framing, and amplifying
ideological messages, increasingly use social
media as a strategic tool for legitimization,
recruitment, operational coordination, and
the production of fear and insecurity, to the
extent that in many cases terrorist acts are
designed primarily to maximize media
coverage. Within this context, the concept of
media terrorism refers to the deliberate and
systematic exploitation of media capacities to
advance terrorist discourse. Given the
geopolitical, security, and social conditions
of southeastern Iran and the region’s
vulnerability to terrorist activities, this study
seeks to examine the impact of social media
on the expansion of terrorism in this area,
with a particular emphasis on media
terrorism and its security implications.

Methodology

The data and information collection in this
study follows a mixed-method approach and
consists of two main stages: library-based
research and, where necessary, field research.
In the first stage, primary data and previous
studies are reviewed and the theoretical
framework is developed through the use of
written sources, employing a note-taking
method. Subsequently, the media activities of
the terrorist group under study, particularly
its presence in cyberspace, are examined
through systematic observation of its official
website, Telegram channels, and Twitter
page, using structured note-taking as the
main research tool .In the next stage, in areas
where written sources did not provide
sufficient information, field research was
conducted through semi-structured
interviews in order to collect the necessary
data for final analysis. Accordingly, the main
data collection tools in this research are
purposeful observation and interviews,
applied in accordance with the requirements
of the study. Semi-structured interviews were

used to obtain in-depth information from
knowledgeable local informants; in this type
of interview, questions are designed in
advance, while the researcher retains
flexibility to modify their order or pose more
open-ended questions based on contextual,
behavioral, and personal considerations. Data
analysis in this study is conducted using a
descriptive—analytical approach and through
logical inference to interpret and analyze the
collected data.

Results and Discussion

Based on interview data and collected
information, this study examines how the two
terrorist groups, Jundallah and Jaish al-Adl,
exploit media and cyberspace to advance
their  objectives.  Jundallah used a
combination of internet-based platforms and
traditional media before, during, and after its
operations. In its early phase, the group relied
mainly on conventional propaganda methods
such as distributing photographs, CDs, and
pamphlets. Over time, as its activities
expanded, Jundallah increasingly shifted to
websites and blogs, including platforms such
as Mujahid, while also benefiting from
coverage by satellite television networks like
Al Arabiya. Publishing images of attacks,
creating doubt, and legitimizing terrorist
actions formed the core of its media strategy.
The group also used television and radio
outlets, often affiliated with opposition and
monarchist circles, to disseminate its
narratives. Its primary media goals were to
sanitize terrorist violence, attract supporters,
and manage the psychological environment,
particularly among Sunni communities.

Jaish al-Adl, which emerged as a
continuation of Jundallah after the arrest of
Abdolmalek Rigi, has relied far more
extensively on cyberspace and social media
as its main propaganda tools. Lacking the
resources to operate satellite television
channels, the group focuses on platforms
such as Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp,
Telegram, and various websites and blogs.
Under the slogan of defending Sunni rights
against perceived governmental pressure,
Jaish al-Adl uses these platforms to publicize
its operations, recruit supporters, and
influence public opinion. During terrorist
operations, the group reportedly assigns
members to record attacks and distribute the
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footage to foreign media outlets in order to
maximize media impact.

According to local informants, some acts of
violence are even designed to meet the media
needs of foreign outlets, suggesting that
media logic can influence operational
planning. Overall, both groups view media
and information not merely as supportive
tools but as strategic weapons. Through
intensive use of cyberspace, they seek to
legitimize violence, expand their support
base, manage psychological warfare, and
promote separatist narratives, highlighting
the central role of media terrorism in their
activities.

Conclusion

The role of media in the emergence and
expansion of terrorism is undeniable. Media
propaganda-whether audio, visual, or print-
plays a crucial role in promoting terrorism, as
both domestic and international terrorist acts
require publicity to achieve their intended
impact. One of the main reasons for the
increase in terrorist activities is the broad
reach of media coverage, which influences
large audiences at national and even global
levels. Consequently, terrorists perceive
media as a primary vehicle for transmitting
their messages worldwide. The more
dramatic, violent, and sensational an attack
is, the greater the likelihood of extensive
media coverage. Modern terrorism thus seeks
to establish a reciprocal relationship with the
media, turning it into a tool for legitimizing
violence and disseminating  extremist
ideologies, particularly in the Middle East.
Groups such as Jundallah and Jaish al-Adl
have extensively relied on the internet and
cyberspace for recruitment, propaganda,
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legitimization of violence, and psychological
warfare. Through platforms such as the
Adalat News website and blog, Telegram
channels, and Twitter accounts, these groups
have used social media as a central arena for
communication and influence. In response,
countermeasures have included launching
dedicated websites, producing awareness
programs through national broadcasting, and
media campaigns-particularly between 2005
and 2011-that significantly weakened these
groups’ influence. Notably, following the
arrest of Abdolmalek Rigi and extensive
media exposure, hundreds of group members
reportedly surrendered.

Despite successes in physical and military
counterterrorism, interviewees emphasized
that media and cyberspace responses have
been limited, fragmented, and poorly
coordinated. Effective counteraction requires
continuous monitoring of terrorist media
activities, alongside public education to
promote self-regulation and critical media
awareness among users. Without public
cooperation, especially from local Sunni
communities,  counter-media  strategies
remain ineffective. Building public trust
through transparency is therefore essential.

Finally, sustainable counterterrorism requires
addressing the structural roots of violence,
including economic deprivation, social
discrimination, political marginalization, and
regional inequalities. Supporting local media,
civil institutions, inclusive governance,
educational development, and economic
projects such as the Chabahar Port can
reduce grievances, strengthen state—society
relations, and limit the appeal of extremist
and separatist narratives in southeastern Iran.
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