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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
One of the critical criminology theories that emerged in the 1990s and
PP: 663-675 introduced a systematic interpretation of postmodernism into
criminological literature is postmodern criminology, also referred to as
Use your device to scan and read | €clectic  criminology. In contrast to the skeptical strands of
the article online postmodernism that have permeated the humanities and social sciences,
postmodern criminology offers a constructive approach. While it
acknowledges postmodern critiques of modernism-and particularly of
=] %2 =] positivist empiricism-it rejects nihilism and subjectivism. This theory
does not accept the one-dimensional readings of crime found in earlier
criminological schools. Instead, by synthesizing various theories from
] %4 different scientific disciplines and drawing on all intellectual currents that
flow into the sea of postmodernism, it seeks a comprehensive analytical
framework. Within this perspective, crime is not regarded as an objective,
fixed reality. Postmodern criminologists argue that, due to the complexity
of human and social relations, complex causation theories—such as chaos
theory-are also necessary. In postmodernism, the causes of crime are
neither linear nor predictable; rather, they are highly sensitive to initial
conditions and not amenable to precise prediction. Accordingly, through
an analytical-descriptive method, this study aims to examine and analyze
the theoretical and intellectual dimensions of postmodern criminology
with respect to crime, including both the conceptualization of crime and
the causal explanation of criminal behavior.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the late twentieth century, traditional
criminology-shaped for more than a century by
positivist assumptions of linear causality, scientific
objectivity, and the search for universal
explanations of crime-has faced profound criticism
for its reductionism, state-centred orientation, and
its tendency to view crime as an objective,
observable phenomenon detached from social
power relations. The emergence of critical
criminology in the late 1970s challenged these
foundations, arguing that mainstream criminology
served to legitimize existing structures of
inequality rather than transform them. Within this
broader critical turn, postmodern or constitutive
criminology has developed since the 1990s as a
distinctive approach that rejects single-cause
explanations, problematizes the very construction
of “crime,” and incorporates insights from diverse
intellectual traditions-ranging from
poststructuralism and chaos theory to critical
cultural  studies-to offer a  multifaceted
understanding of harm, subjectivity, and social
order. However, despite the growing presence of
postmodern thought in criminological scholarship,
the conceptual foundations, epistemological
assumptions, and implications of postmodern
criminology for defining crime and explaining its
causes remain insufficiently clarified in the
literature. This study therefore seeks to examine,
through an analytical-descriptive approach, the
theoretical ~ underpinnings of  postmodern
criminology, its critique of modernist positivism,
and its reconceptualization of crime and causation
in contemporary criminological discourse.

Methodology

In this study, a descriptive—analytical method is
employed to examine the theoretical foundations
and intellectual dimensions of postmodern
criminology. The descriptive component involves
collecting, organizing, and interpreting existing
scholarly literature, including primary theoretical
texts, research findings, and critical debates
surrounding  postmodern and  constitutive
criminology. Through this process, the key
concepts, assumptions, and historical
developments of the school are systematically
identified. The analytical component then
evaluates and synthesizes these materials by
comparing different viewpoints, extracting
underlying  patterns, and assessing how
postmodern  thought reshapes conventional
understandings of crime causation and criminality.
This combined method enables a comprehensive
and grounded exploration of the subject by linking
textual evidence with critical interpretation,

yielding an integrated framework suitable for
addressing the study’s central research questions.

Results and Discussion

Postmodern criminology, drawing on postmodern
thought, adopts a distinct approach to the concepts
of crime and its causes. Emerging from a broader
discursive shift in the humanities that, since the
late twentieth century, challenged the certainties of
modern science and highlighted the role of
discourse, power relations, and the complexity of
social phenomena, this perspective grew out of
critiques directed at positivist criminology and
fundamentally questioned many of its traditional
assumptions. As discussed in this article,
postmodern criminologists do not consider crime
to be a fixed or objective reality; rather, they view
it as context-dependent and largely constructed
through social, historical, and power structures. In
explaining the causes of crime, they move away
from mono-causal models and emphasize the
nonlinearity and unpredictability —of the
relationship between crime and its influencing
factors. At the same time, this approach-at least in
its more affirmative branch-does not descend into
nihilism or passivity. By synthesizing a wide array
of critical theories and incorporating contemporary
concepts such as chaos theory, postmodern
criminology offers a more comprehensive, fluid,
multi-vocal, and conditional analysis of criminal
phenomena-one that does not commit itself to any
single perspective. Perhaps its most significant
contribution is the expansion of theoretical
horizons in the study of crime, such that no useful
theory is dismissed and even conflicting ideas can
coexist alongside one another to generate a more
complete understanding of crime and deviance.

Conclusion

Postmodern criminology invites criminal justice
policymakers and legislators to approach the issue
of crime with a more open and flexible mindset.
First, legislators must acknowledge that the
catalogue of criminal offenses is not a sacred and
unchangeable text; it may require continuous
revision. Some criminalized behaviors lose their
significance and logical foundations over time,
while new forms of harm emerge that may need to
be incorporated into the realm of criminal law. The
postmodern understanding of crime as a
constructed and relative category alerts lawmakers
to the fact that they are making historically
contingent choices-choices that must remain open
to revision. Second, in the fields of crime
prevention and practical criminal policy,
recognizing the complexity of criminal causation
is highly beneficial. Prevention programs achieve
maximum effectiveness only when grounded in an
accurate understanding of the network of causes
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and contexts that underlie criminal behavior. The
postmodern approach cautions us against
simplistic explanations and against expecting that
a single type of policy-such as merely increasing
penalties, merely improving economic conditions,
or merely providing moral education-will resolve
the issue of crime. Crimes emerge from
multifactorial contexts and can only be controlled
when a combination of diverse measures, tailored
to the circumstances of each offense and each
offender, is applied. Third, the criminal justice
system must accept that our knowledge of crime is
neither complete nor absolute. Such acceptance
can foster judicial humility and moderation in the
severity and certainty of punitive responses. For
instance, a judge informed by postmodern thinking
may consider, when sentencing a repeat offender,
that the causes of repeated criminal behavior may
be beyond the individual’s full control or at least
far more complex than assumed; this perspective
can lead to more humane decisions, such as
emphasizing rehabilitative measures rather than
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