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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Today, participation is considered one of the indicators of
PP: 860-873 leadership and organizational maturity of the society. In addition to
making people successful in their self-directed and self-regulating
activities, participation increases people's confidence, skills and
knowledge, which is the final product of participation.The purpose
of this study was to investigate the relationship between the sense
of social belonging and self-concept with social participation. The
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[=] P [m] statistical population in this research includes people aged 18-60
and multi-stage or consolidated sampling method. Survey and
=] questionnaire methods were used to collect data. The statistical

results showed that in general, the social participation of women
was more than that of men. There is a positive and significant
relationship between the independent variables of sense of social
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concept, Social sex, marital status) with the dependent variable of social
Participation, Women, participation. There was no significant difference between the
cinizens social participation of married, single and age groups. Therefore,

there was no relationship between gender and age with social
participation of citizens.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Citizen participation is widely recognized as a
key indicator of societal leadership and
organizational maturity. It enhances trust,
skills, and knowledge, and gives meaning to
urban life by encouraging residents to engage
actively in managing their city. Urban
participation  depends on intentions,
motivations, expectations, and the social
conditions that enable civic engagement.
When supported by a strong sense of social
belonging and a positive self-concept,
participation mobilizes local capacities,
addresses community  problems, and
contributes to sustainable urban development.
Conversely, ignoring citizens’ needs may lead
to a participation crisis, creating tension
between public demands and centralized
governance structures. While many studies
have examined factors influencing social
participation, no research has addressed this
issue in Ahvaz, despite its strategic economic
role. The present study therefore aims to
conceptualize social participation and analyze
how social belonging and individuals’
positive or negative self-concept shape levels
of civic engagement in the city of Ahvaz.

Methodology

The research method is survey-based, and a
questionnaire technique was used for data
collection. After completing the
questionnaires, the collected data were
processed through extraction, coding, and data
entry into the computer, and subsequently
analyzed wusing SPSS software. For
descriptive or univariate analysis,
one-dimensional frequency distribution tables
and measures of central tendency, including
mean, mode, and median, were employed. In
the next stage, bivariate analyses and
hypothesis testing were conducted using
Spearman’s correlation coefficient and partial
correlation (for interval-level variables).
Additionally, to examine the relationships
between nominal and interval variables,
Student’s t-test (T-Test) and analysis of
variance (F-Test) were applied.

Results and Discussion

This study investigates the relationship
between social belonging and self-concept
with the social participation of residents in

Ahvaz. As urban management structures
become increasingly complex, municipalities
key non-governmental institutions
responsible for providing urban services- must
ensure citizens’ comfort and security to
achieve  effective  performance.  Such
performance not only enhances public
satisfaction but also encourages citizens to
actively participate in managing urban affairs.
The results indicate that women exhibit
significantly higher social participation than
men, a finding that is statistically meaningful
at the 1 percent level. However, no correlation
was found between age and social
participation, and the difference between
married and single individuals was not
significant, suggesting that marital status does
not influence civic engagement. The study
also identified a strong, positive relationship
between social belonging, self-concept, and
social participation, implying that increased
levels of  belonging and  positive
self-perception led to greater participation in
community and civic activities. Given these
findings, the research emphasizes the need for
municipalities to establish participatory
structures that involve citizens in all stages of
urban processes—from identifying existing
conditions and gathering information to
choosing solutions, implementation, and
evaluation. Participation must move beyond
symbolic or limited involvement toward
genuine, goal-oriented civic engagement.
Such structures should empower all social
groups, build local capacities, and promote
community-centered decision-making.
Citizens’ active involvement also depends on
adequate public awareness and a strong sense
of social belonging, which develop through
shared understanding and collective dialogue.
Therefore, effective participatory programs
must incorporate public education and
awareness-building to strengthen engagement
and support sustainable urban development.

Conclusion

The findings of this study highlight the central
role of psychological and social factors-
specifically social belonging and
self-concept- in shaping the social
participation of citizens in Ahvaz. The
significant and positive associations observed
indicate that when individuals feel connected
to their community and maintain a positive
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perception of themselves, they are more likely
to engage in collective activities and civic
responsibilities.  This  underscores the
importance of strengthening social identity
and individual empowerment as prerequisites
for effective public engagement. The results
also revealed that women participate socially
more than men, suggesting gender-specific
patterns of civic involvement that urban
authorities should acknowledge in designing
participatory programs. In contrast, age and
marital status showed no meaningful
influence, implying that participation is better
explained by psychosocial variables than
demographic characteristics. In conclusion,
promoting  meaningful and  sustained
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