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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Given that the Middle East has been of secondary importance to
Turkey's foreign policy since World War 11, Turkey's approach to
the Syrian and Iraqi crises must be examined within the framework
of the neo-Ottomanism that dominates the country's foreign policy.
Ahmet Davutoglu, a professor of international relations and the
architect and designer of this policy, believes that Turkey's foreign
policy is unbalanced and that excessive emphasis on relations with
Europe and America and looking to the West has distanced the
[&] %53 =] country from the Middle East and North Africa, the boundaries of

the Ottoman Empire. In his view, Turkey has multiple identity
indicators and must adjust its policies based on this diverse identity.
=] Accordingly, Turkey should have constructive interaction with the
Middle East, the Caucasus, Europe, and the Balkans, because
orientation in one direction creates a kind of imbalance in Turkey's
foreign policy. (Amidi and Rezaei, 2011: 240-239) Therefore, since
Turkey belongs to all these regions, it can assume a leadership role
Keywords: Neo- in these regions, or in other words, become the "central power" of
Ottomanism, Tiirkiye, these regions and gain strategic importance internationally.
Salafi groups (Niyakoyi and Bahmanesh, 2012: 124) In this way, Oglu calls for
establishing a balance in Turkey's relations with the East and the
West.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

For the first time, neo-Ottomanism was
openly attributed to the Turks in 1974 as an
accusation by the Greeks during the
occupation of Cyprus, and subsequently,
Turgut Ozal tried to revive the positive
potential of this concept in line with Turkish
interests from a historical, theoretical and
empirical perspective, although in practice it
did not go anywhere (Onar, 2009: 2).

Methodology

The present study is descriptive-analytical in
terms of methodology and, given the nature
and type of the subject under study, the
method of collecting information and research
data is through library studies, the use of
quarterly journals, related journals, theses,
books, and searching the Internet.

Results and Discussion

In examining Turkey's positions and strategies
in the face of political developments in
Southwest Asia (the Middle East), with an
emphasis on the role of Salafi-Takfiri groups,
it can be said that Turkey's foreign policy
under the leadership of the Justice and
Development Party (AKP) has shifted from a
soft-oriented approach to more assertive and
militaristic policies.

Conclusion

Finally, Turkey’s strategies in the Middle
East, which combine economic diplomacy,
military intervention, and alliances with Sunni
powers such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
have succeeded in increasing regional
influence but have come with challenges such
as competition with Iran and managing Takfiri
groups. These policies have not only

strengthened Turkey’s security but also
highlighted its role as a key player in post-
crisis regional reconstruction, although they
also carry the risk of exacerbating sectarian
tensions. To be sustainable, Turkey must
focus on balancing national interests with
regional stability to prevent Salafi Takfiri
groups from becoming a greater threat.
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