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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

In today's world, organizations need to use modern management tools to
PP: 861-879 achieve sustainable productivity and improve administrative health. One of
these tools is knowledge management, which can play an important role in

reducing the incidence of corruption by organizing and effectively
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the article online applying individual and collective knowledge. The present study aims to
examine the theoretical foundations of knowledge management and
[&] %52 =] administrative corruption and explain the relationship between these two
variables at the level of organizational employees. On the one hand,
knowledge management provides a platform for combating corruption by
=] promoting transparency, facilitating monitoring, and strengthening
accountability, and on the other hand, weaknesses in knowledge processes
can lead to secrecy, inefficiency, and administrative abuse. In this
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administrative corruption, . ) . .. . .
organizational employees, | corruption are identified and their interaction is analyzed. The theoretical

components of knowledge management and dimensions of administrative

transparency, findings of this study can pave the way for designing anti-corruption
accountability strategies based on the development of knowledge infrastructures in
organizations.

Citation: Abdollahi, K., Alishiri, B., & Rezaei, A. A. (2023). The Theoretical Foundations of Knowledge
Management and Administrative Corruption Among Organizational Staff in Line with the Regional
Planning Approach. Geography (Regional Planning), 13(52),861-879

DOI:10.22034/jge0q.2026.368212.3927

* Corresponding author: Bahram Alishiri, Email: bahram.alishiri@iau.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).



Abdullahi et al: Theoretical foundations of knowledge management and administrative corruption... 862

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Administrative corruption, as a serious challenge
to sustainable development in many developing
countries, threatens the health of organizations
and public trust in governmental and private
institutions. This phenomenon often stems from
weaknesses in oversight structures, lack of
transparency, and a deficit of an accountability-
based organizational culture. In this context,
knowledge management emerges as a modern
approach in organizational management that can
help combat many manifestations of corruption
by enhancing the knowledge, skills, and
awareness of  employees.  Knowledge
management encompasses a set of processes
aimed at identifying, creating, transferring, and
applying intra-organizational knowledge, thereby
enhancing decision-making capacity,
accountability, and transparency at various
organizational levels. In contrast, administrative
corruption is a complex, multi-dimensional
phenomenon linked to factors such as the
concentration of power, lack of accurate
mformation, and weak internal controls. This
study seeks to examine the theoretical
foundations of knowledge management and
administrative corruption in order to elucidate
how these two domains influence one another.
Such an examination can play an effective role in
designing policies and strategies aimed at
preventing  corruption and  enhancing
organizational efficiency.

Methodology

The present research aims to examine the
theoretical ~ foundations  of  knowledge
management and administrative corruption in
order to elucidate the relationship between these
two variables among organizational staff.

Results and Conclusion

Based on the Fuzzy Analytic Hierarchy Process
(FAHP) analysis, the primary obstacles to
sustainable urban development in Tehran are
prioritized. The most significant barrier is
Economic Considerations, with a dominant
weight of 0.502. The key sub-criteria here is
reducing the per capita costs of urban services to
improve economic efficiency. Following this are
Socio-Cultural (0.242) and Physical-Structural
(0.172) obstacles, with the main concerns being
the unfair distribution of facilities between urban

areas and the lack of energy-efficient building
design, respectively. Environmental
Considerations rank last (0.084), suggesting
experts perceive them as secondary to economic
and institutional issues, even though reducing
pollution is the top priority within this category.
Regarding administrative corruption and human
resource waste in organizations, such as Iran's
education ministry, the analysis highlights
structural managerial failures as root causes. Key
issues include: persistent in-fighting, poor
understanding of employee capacity, mismatched
job placement, absence of human resource
development  planning, relationship-based
management creating factions, and the issuance
of hollow job descriptions. These inefficiencies
lead to hidden unemployment, passive resistance,
and the erosion of organizational trust and
productivity.

Based on the theoretical findings of this research,
it has been clearly established that there is a
significant and influential relationship between
knowledge management and the reduction of
administrative  corruption in organizations.
Knowledge management, by providing
frameworks such as access to accurate
information, facilitating the flow of knowledge,
enhancing  organizational  culture, and
strengthening employee skills, can reduce the
grounds for corruption. Organizations with
effective knowledge management systems
operate with greater transparency, have less room
for concealment and arbitrary decision-making,
and their employees are more accountable for
their performance.

Conversely, in environments where knowledge
management is neglected, knowledge gaps, the
concentration of power, a lack of awareness about
processes, and the absence of documentation
create fertile ground for the growth of
administrative corruption. Therefore, it can be
concluded that strengthening knowledge
infrastructures is not only a managerial necessity
for enhancing productivity but also an effective
tool for preventing corruption. It is recommended
that, alongside legal and oversight measures,
organizations pay attention to developing
knowledge management systems as part of their
anti-corruption strategies. Furthermore, fostering
a  knowledge-sharing culture, providing
continuous training, encouraging knowledge
exchange, and supporting information
technologies can play a crucial role in achieving
administrative integrity.
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