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The present study aims to conduct an anthropological analysis of
man-made tourist attractions in the cities of Jajarm and Esfarayen.
These two cities have a high potential for tourism development due
to their historical background, cultural status, and ethnic diversity.
In this study, the role of cultural elements, local lifestyles, rituals,
handicrafts, and traditional architecture in the formation and
continuation of man-made tourist attractions has been investigated
using a qualitative approach and descriptive-analytical method.
Data were collected through field observation, interviews with
local residents, and study of documentary sources. The results show
that attractions such as the historical context of Esfarayen, Jajarm
Castle, pottery workshops, and religious and ritual rituals play an
important role in strengthening local identity and attracting tourists.
However, the lack of tourism infrastructure, youth migration, and
lack of coherent cultural planning have weakened some of these
capacities. Overall, sustainable tourism development in these areas
requires a people-centered approach, attention to indigenous
culture, and active participation of the local community in decision-
making processes.

Citation:

Yazdani, Rezvan, Baseri, Ali, Mansouri lakvorj, Mohammad Hadi,

(2024).

Anthropological analysis of man-made tourist attractions in the cities of Jajarm and
Esfarayen.Quarterly Journal of Geography (Regional Planning),13(12),951-962

DOI:10.22034/jge0q.2026.536536.4303

* Corresponding author: Ali Baseri, Email: baseridon@yahoo.com
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


mailto:m.goodarzi@khuisf.ac.ir
mailto:m.goodarzi@khuisf.ac.ir

Geography(Regional Planning), Vol 13, Issue 53, Winter 2024 952

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The importance of the tourism industry has
been increasing rapidly in recent years.
Today, countries that have planned to increase
their gross national income through the
expansion of the services market consider the
tourism market as the most important market
with  financial  turnover,  productive
employment, and high profit margins.

Methodology

The present research method is based on an
ethnographic approach (using participatory
observation, open interviews, and presence in
the research field).

Results and Discussion
An anthropological analysis of man-made
tourist attractions in the cities of Jajarm and
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Esfarayen shows that these areas, due to their
strategic historical and cultural location in
North Khorasan, have rich but different
potentials, and the way tourists perceive,
value, and interact with them is deeply
influenced by cultural, social, and local
concepts.

Conclusion

In short, the man-made attractions of Jajarm
and Esfarayen are contexts in which the
identity, history, local economy, and belief
systems of the people of the region are
intertwined. The anthropological conclusion
is that for sustainable development, this socio-
cultural context must be put in the spotlight,
rather than simply displaying the artifacts.
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