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The present study aimed to analyze the ecological aspects of urban crime in
Ahvaz city and attempted to investigate the relationship between environmental
and social factors of urban neighborhoods and the level and type of crime. Ahvaz
city, as one of the southern metropolises of Iran, has faced uneven physical
expansion, rapid population growth, immigration, ethnic diversity, and
increasing urban poverty in recent decades; factors that can play an important
role in creating spatial differences in crime from the perspective of criminal
ecology theory. The statistical population of this study included 292 prisoners in
Ahvaz city, from whom information related to the type of crime, place of
residence, and socio-economic conditions was extracted. The data collection tool
was a 60-question questionnaire based on the Likert scale, whose validity and
reliability were confirmed with a KMO index of 0.717 and a Cronbach's alpha
of 0.73. Data were analyzed using chi-square, analysis of variance (ANOVA),
and multiple regression. The results showed that there was no significant
difference between the type of crime and the place of residence (p>0.05), but the
descriptive findings indicate a concentration of violent crimes in underprivileged
and densely populated neighborhoods. At a theoretical level, the results of the
study confirm that the spatial and social patterns of Ahvaz can be explained from
the perspective of criminal ecology, and that poverty, population density, and
weak social cohesion play a role as risk variables in the occurrence of crime.

Citation Khodakarami, Fouad, shiravi, Mahsa, Farhood, Naghmeh. (2024). Ecological Analysis of Urban
Delinquency in Ahvaz: Examining the Relationship between Environmental and Social Factors of

Neighborhoods and

Crime

Patterns.Quarterly ~ Journal  of  Geography(Regional

Planning),14(12),1688-699.

DOI: 10.22034/jge0q.2026.249321.2729

* Corresponding author Mahsa shiravi, Email: mahsa_shiravi@iau.ac.ir
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


mailto:mahsa_shiravi@iau.ac.ir

Journal of Regional Planning (Isuue 55, Summer 2024)

689

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Crime and delinquency, as a social
phenomenon, are among the complex issues
that are closely linked to the social, economic,
and  physical structures of cities.
Understanding crime as a "spatial event”
rather than simply an individual action has
been the focus of attention of sociologists and
criminologists since the first half of the
twentieth century.

Methodology

The statistical population of this study
included 292 prisoners in Ahvaz city, from
whom information related to the type of
crime, place of residence, and socioeconomic
conditions was extracted.

Results and Discussion

Overall, the results of the present study
showed that the distribution of crime in the
city of Ahvaz does not have a completely
uniform pattern and that some neighborhoods
- especially marginal and underprivileged
neighborhoods - have a higher concentration
of violent crimes. Although this difference did
not reach a statistically significant level in
inferential tests, descriptive evidence suggests
the existence of a kind of spatial heterogeneity
in urban crime.

Conclusion

This finding is consistent with the theoretical
foundations of criminal ecology, and in
particular with Shaw and McKay's (1942)
theory of social disorganization. In
underprivileged areas where economic
poverty and population density are high,
social cohesion is weakened and informal
control is reduced. Such conditions provide a
suitable environment for increasing the
likelihood of deviant and criminal behavior.
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