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The discourse of resistance, as one of the most fundamental components of the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, is based on seeking justice, anti-
hegemony, and safeguarding the collective security of the Islamic nation. This study,
with a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the role of this discourse in Iran's
regional orientations in West Asia and analyzes the strategies of Martyr Hajj Qassem
Soleimani as an objective and operational embodiment of this discourse. The findings
show that in the thought of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution, resistance is not a
sectional strategy, but a "permanent principle" and the identity pillar of Iran's foreign
policy; a principle that has reached the peak of effectiveness in the field practice and
network diplomacy of Martyr Soleimani and has been able to transform the axis of
resistance into a coherent and effective regional system. His role in defeating Takfiri
terrorism, deepening Iran's strategic depth, and establishing the new security order in
West Asia confirms the soft power and identity of this discourse. These results can
be explained within the framework of structuralist theory; Because Iran's foreign
policy is based on Shiite-Islamic values and identity, and its action makes sense
against the hegemonic identity of the West. Accordingly, the discourse of resistance
is not only a political strategy, but also an identity and civilizational model that has
determined and established the path of Iran's foreign policy in West Asia.

Citation: Salari, Ebrahim, Bagherizadeh, Ali, Anoosheh, Ebrahim. (2024).

The Role of

Resistance Discourse in the Foreign Policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran (with Emphasis on
Martyr Soleimani's Operational Strategy in West Asia). Quarterly Journal of Geography
(Regional Planning),13(17),1002-1018

DOI:10.22034/jge0q.2026.566177.4390

* Corresponding author: Ali Bagherizadeh, Email: Abe58555@gmail.com
Copyright © 2024 The Authors. Published by Qeshm Institute. This is an open access article under the
CC BY license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).


mailto:Abe58555@gmail.com

Geography(Regional Planning), Vol 13, Issue 53, Winter 2024 1003

Extended Abstract

Introduction

West Asia, considered by many geopoliticians
as the "heartland of the world," has always
been the focus of security and ideological
competition. In classical theories, the
importance of this region was attributed
mostly to its underground resources and
geographical location; however, in the last
three decades, the ideology of Islamic
resistance has become one of the most
important components shaping developments
in the Middle East.

Methodology

This research, using a descriptive-analytical
approach, examines the role of this discourse
in Iran's regional orientations in West Asia
and analyzes the strategies of martyr Hajj
Qassem Soleimani as an objective and
operational embodiment of this discourse.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of political-security developments in
the West Asian region shows that the
resistance discourse was one of the most
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Conclusion

The emergence of extremist movements such
as ISIS not only did not replace the discourse
of resistance, but also tarnished the image of
authentic Islam with its blind violence. In
these circumstances, the Islamic Republic of
Iran, as the central axis of the resistance,
assumed a decisive role in the fight against
Takfiri terrorism. Iran's active presence in
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maintained regional stability, but also
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